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¢ Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of XSIAM Engineers and covers the
planning, evaluation, and installation of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM components. It focuses on
assessing existing IT infrastructure, defining deployment requirements for hardware, software, and
Topic 1 integrations, and establishing communication needs for XSIAM architecture. Candidates must also
configure agents, Broker VM, and engines, along with managing user roles, permissions, and access
controls.

¢ Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of Security Operations
Engineers and covers post-deployment maintenance and troubleshooting of XSIAM components. It
includes managing exception configurations, updating software components such as XDR agents and

Topic 2
Pl Broker VM, and diagnosing data ingestion, normalization, and parsing issues. Candidates must also
troubleshoot integrations, automation playbooks, and system performance to ensure operational reliability.
e Content Optimization: This section of the exam measures skills of Detection Engineers and focuses on
refining XSIAM content and detection logic. It includes deploying parsing and data modeling rules for
Topic 3 normalization, managing detection rules based on correlation, IOCs, BIOCs, and attack surface

management, and optimizing incident and alert layouts. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in
creating custom dashboards and reporting tenplates to support operational visibility.

¢ Integration and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of SIEM Engineers and focuses on
data onboarding and automation setup in XSIAM. It covers integrating diverse data sources such as

) endpoint, network, cloud, and identity, configuring automation feeds like messaging, authentication, and

Topic 4 threat intelligence, and implementing Marketplace content packs. It also evaluates the ability to plan,

create, customize, and debug playbooks for efficient workflow automation.

Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q38-Q43):

NEW QUESTION # 38

A security operations center (SOC) team wants to integrate their existing XDR solution (not XSIAM) with XSIAM to leverage
XSIAM's advanced analytics and automation capabilities for threat hunting and incident response. The XDR solution can export
security alerts and raw logs in JSON and CEF formats via REST APISs or syslog. Which XSIAM components and integration
strategies are best suited for comprehensive data ingestion and automated threat response, considering the need for both structured
alerts and unstructured log data?

¢ A. Use an XSIAM Broker to collect all XDR data via SFTP transfer of CSV files, and then use XSIAM's search capabilities
for manual threat hunting. Automation is not feasible with this approach.

¢ B. Integrate the XDR solution with a third-party message queue (e.g., Kafka), then configure XSIAM to consume messages
from the queue. Use XSIAM's Alerting Engine to trigger automated actions.

e (. Utilize the XSIAM Data Lake Ingest API for JSON alerts and CEF for raw logs, and configure XSIAM playbooks to
trigger on new data ingested, using XSIAM's native XDR integration module.

¢ D. Configure the XDR solution to forward all data via syslog to an XSIAM Broker, and then use XSIAM's out-of-the-box
XDR parsers. Automation would be driven by XSIAM's Correlation Rules.

¢ E. Develop custom XSIAM content packs with data source integrations that pull data via the XDR's REST APIs (for both
JSON alerts and raw logs). Leverage XSIAM Playbooks for automated response and XSIAM Engines for data enrichment.

Answer: E

Explanation:

Developing custom XSIAM content packs with data source integrations that leverage the XDR's REST APIs provides the most
flexibility and richness for both structured alerts (often available via APIs) and raw logs. This allows for precise control over data
mapping and normalization. XSIAM Playbooks are the core for automated response, and XSIAM Engmnes can perform real-time
data enrichment. While syslog is an option, APIs offer more control and context. XSIAM's native XDR integration module might not
exist for every XDR, and relying solely on out-of-the-box parsers might miss crucial context.

NEW QUESTION # 39
A cybersecurity incident response team needs to rapidly ingest PCAP files from network forensics appliances into Cortex XSIAM



for analysis. Due to the potentially large size and volume of these PCARP files, the Broker VM chosen for this task must be optimally
configured for performance and storage. Which of the following commands or configuration steps would be most relevant for setting
up the Broker VM to efficiently handle PCAP mgestlon, assuming the PCAP files are transferred to the Broker VM's local storage?

D Executing sudo systemctl enable W cve-scanner.se e to activate deep packet inspection.

) Increasing the data_ingestion_queue_size parameter in the Broker VM's configuration file to prevent drops under high load.
~ Mounting an external NFS share to the Broker VM and configuring the 'PCAF Ingestor' service to monitor the mount point for new files.

» Running docker exec -it data-collector /usr/bin/enablélpcap imgestion --monitor-directory /opt/demisto/pcaps.

(SmGBRfALthHE a cron job to periodically run curl ~X POS { "Content-Type: a
higct AMSNSTAM TENANT _URL>/pcap_uplead 'api.

e A OptionB
¢ B. Option A
e C.OptionC
e D.OptionE
¢ E. OptionD

Answer: E

Explanation:

Cortex XSIAM's Broker VM has a specific mechanism for PCAP mgestlon often integrated with'the data-collector container. Option

D, docker exec -it data-collector fusr/bin/enable_pcap_ingestion nitar J:.‘.- Seyfopt /demi /pcaps, pomls toa ||kely command-line
utrllty within the Broker VM's containerized environment to enable and conﬁgure a directory for PCAP |ngeslion This method allows the Broker VM
to automatically pick up new PCAP files dropped into the specified directory. Option A is unrelated to PCAP ingestion. Option B relates to general
data ingestion queues but not specific to PCAP file processing. While mounting an NFS share (C) is feasible, the question asks for how the Broker
VM is set up to handle the ingestion, implying the ingestion service configuration. Option E describes a manual upload via AP, which is not an
automated ingestion mechanism for local files.

NEW QUESTION # 40

Consider a large enterprise that uses XSIAM and also has a sophisticated internal messaging platform (like an enterprise-grade
Slack or Teans equivalent) for SOC communication. The security team wants to automate the process of notifying relevant
stakeholders in specific messaging channels when critical XSIAM incidents are created or updated, including incident details and a
direct link to the XSIAM incident. Additionally, they want to allow certain actions (e.g., ' Acknowledge Incident', 'Quarantine Host')
to be triggered directly from the messaging platform, feeding back into XSIAM. Which combination of XSIAM features and
integration techniques is required to achieve this bidirectional, interactive messaging integration, and what are the security
implications?

¢ A. Outbound: Develop a custom XSIAM content pack that includes a messaging integration, leveraging the internal platform's
REST API for sending formatted messages. Inbound: Configure the messaging platform's interactive components (e.g.,
buttons, slash commands) to send HTTP POST requests to a custom XSIAM 'Ingest API' endpoint, triggering a playbook.
The playbook would validate the request, extract parameters, and call the XSIAM Incident Management API. Security
implication: Requires secure exposure of an XSIAM API endpoint (e.g., behind an API Gateway with authentication), robust
nput validation within the playbook, and careful management of API tokens for both platforms.

¢ B. Outbound: Use a generic XSIAM notification template to send emails to a messaging platform's email-to-channel gateway.
Inbound: Rely on human operators to manually translate messaging platform actions into XSIAM commands. Security
implication: Limited automation, relies heavily on manual intervention, less interactive.

¢ C. Outbound: XSIAM Playbooks triggered by incident creation/updates using an 'Outgoing Webhook' action to send
messages to the internal platform's API endpoint. Inbound: Configure the messaging platform to send messages to XSIAM's
email ingestion service, then use XSIAM playbooks to parse the email and update incidents based on keywords. Security
implication: Requires careful handling of API keys for the messaging platform within XSIAM and ensuring XSIAM's email
ingestion service is robust.

¢ D. Outbound: Manually copy-paste XSIAM incident details into the messaging platform. Inbound: Manually update XSIAM
mcidents based on discussions in the messaging platform. Security implication: High risk of human error and data
inconsistency, minimal security benefit.

e E. Outbound: Configure XSIAM to export incident data to a shared network drive, and a script periodically reads this and
posts to the messaging platform Inbound: Configure the messaging platform to dump chat logs to a SIEM, and the SIEM
forwards to XSIAM for analysis. Security implication: Introduces significant latency, potential for data leakage on shared
drive, and complex log parsing.

Answer: A



Explanation:

For robust, interactive, bidirectional messaging integration, the best approach involves direct API interaction. Outbound notifications
from XSIAM are best handled by custom content packs leveraging the messaging platform's REST API for rich message formatting.
For inbound actions, the messaging platforn's interactive components (e.g., buttons) should be configured to send HTTP POST
requests to a secure XSIAM 'Ingest APT' endpoint. This endpoint would trigger a playbook that validates the request (e.g., signature
verification, [P whitelisting), extracts the desired action and incident ID, and then uses XSIAM's Incident Management API to
perform the requested action. Security implications are paramount: securely exposing an XSIAM endpoint, implementing strong
authentication (e.g., API keys, OAuth tokens) and authorization, and robust input validation in the playbook are critical to prevent
unauthorized actions or injection attacks. API token management for both platforms must be handled securely (e.g., XSIAM Vauilt).

NEW QUESTION # 41

A security engineer is performing a deep-dive analysis of an XSIAM Engine's performance using Linux system monitoring tools.
They notice consistently high disk I/O wait times and frequent spikes in 'iowait' reported by top and virstat, despite sufficient CPU
and RAM. The XSIAM Engine is running on a dedicated physical server. Which of the following diagnostics and potential
remediations should be prioritized?

e A Verify the disk subsystem type (e.g., HDD vs. SSD/NVMe) and performa disk I/O benchmark (e.g., fio) to assess
throughput and latency. Check the kernel's I/O scheduler (cat /sys/b10ck/sdX/queue/schedul er) and consider changing it to
"noop' or 'deadline' for SSDs/NVMe drives. Additionally, inspect the log ingestion queues within XSIAM Engine logs for
backpressure.

¢ B. Install a new network interface card (NIC) to improve network throughput, as disk /O wait is often a symptom of
network congestion.

e C. Reduce the volure of logs ingested by the XSIAM Engine, as disk I/O wait is always an indication of excessive data
ingestion.

¢ D. Restart the XSIAM Engine service, as this will clear any transient disk 1/O issues.

¢ E. Increase the number of CPU cores and RAM allocated to the XSIAM Engine, as these are the primary bottlenecks for
/O operations.

Answer: A

Explanation:

High disk I/O wait (‘iowait') directly indicates that the CPU is spending a significant amount of time waiting for disk operations to
complete. Option B provides a comprehensive set of diagnostic and remediation steps for disk I/O bottlenecks. Verifying the disk
type and benchmarking its performance helps confirm if the hardware itself'is the limitation. The I/O scheduler setting is crucial for
optimizing disk performance, especially for SSDs/NVMe, where 'noop' or 'deadline' often outperform 'cfq'. Inspecting XSIAM
Engine's internal ingestion queues (via logs) can reveal if the disk is the bottleneck for incoming data. Option A incorrectly assumes
CPU/RAM are the primary issues for I/O wait. Option C is irrelevant as network congestion manifests differently. Option D might
alleviate symptomns but doesn't diagnose the root cause. Option E is a temporary fix at best and doesn't address the underlying I/O
performance issue.

NEW QUESTION # 42

An XSIAM customer is deploying Cortex XDR agents in a highly regulated environment that mandates the use of FIPS 140-2
validated cryptography for all security-related communications. When planning the communication requirements for Cortex XDR
agents reporting to the XSIAM tenant, which aspect of the communication channel must be specifically considered to meet this FIPS
compliance?

e A. Using only older, established cryptographic algorithis like DES and MD5 for agent commumication, as these are broadly
supported and less prone to new vulnerabilities.

B. Configuring the XSIAM tenant to use a FIPS 140-2 certified data storage solution for collected telemetry.

C. Ensuring that the network firewalls separating the agents fiom the XSIAM cloud enforce FIPS-compliant packet filtering
rules.

D. Verifying that the underlying operating system on which the Cortex XDR agent is installed is configured for FIPS mode, as
the agent relies on OS-level cryptographic libraries for its communication channels.

E. Implementing a FIPS-compliant hardware security module (HSM) on each endpoint to store the Cortex XDR agent's
commumication keys.

Answer: D

Explanation:



For FIPS 140-2 compliance, the cryptographic modules used by the software must be FIPS-validated. Cortex XDR agents, like
many applications, often leverage the underlying operating system's cryptographic libraries. Therefore, to ensure FIPS conpliance
for agent communication, the operating system itself must be configured in FIPS mode, which activates FIPS-validated
cryptographic modules. Option A is about firewall rules, not cryptography. Option C is about data storage, not communication.
Option D is generally not required for standard agent operation. Option E suggests using outdated and insecure algorithirs, which
would violate security best practices and FIPS requirements.

NEW QUESTION # 43
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