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ACDIS CCDS-O Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1
Healthcare regulations, reimbursement, and documentation requirements related to the Official Guidelines
for

Topic 2
CDI Program Concepts: Department Metrics and Provider Education: Covers provider education
development, CDI performance metrics including query rates, RAF progression, HCC capture, ACO
MSSP impact, and physician documentation's effect on quality reporting.
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Topic 3
Quality, Regulatory, and Health Initiatives: Covers population health, MSSP, ACO models, MACRA
MIPS, compliant query development, RADV audits, OIG compliance, problem list maintenance, and
HIPAA requirements in outpatient CDI.

Topic 4
Risk Adjustment Models and Impact of Documentation and Coding: Covers CMS-HCC model
fundamentals, RAF scoring, Medicare Advantage payments, hierarchies, disease interactions, and
compliant HCC reporting requirements.

Topic 5
and billing: Covers Official Coding Guidelines, OPPS reimbursement (APCs), and professional billing
concepts including CPT E
M codes and Medicare Physician Fee Schedule documentation.

Topic 6 Coding and Reporting, the Outpatient Prospective Payment System (OPPS), and provider coding
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ACDIS Certified Clinical Documentation Specialist-Outpatient Sample
Questions (Q63-Q68):
NEW QUESTION # 63 
Which of the following is the major difference between MIPS and APMs?

A. APM participation is required by eligible providers (non-participation results in a financial penalty), and MIPS participation
is voluntary.
B. MIPS participation is required by eligible providers (non-participation results in a financial penalty), and APM participation
is voluntary.
C. MIPS and APM participation is voluntary by eligible providers.
D. MIPS and APM participation is required of eligible providers.

Answer: B

Explanation:
MIPS (Merit-based Incentive Payment System) is the default Medicare Quality Payment Program pathway for most eligible
clinicians who are not sufficiently participating in an Advanced APM. In practice, if a clinician is MIPS-eligible and does not meet
reporting requirements (or performs poorly), Medicare applies a negative payment adjustment-so "non-participation" effectively
carries financial risk. APMs (Alternative Payment Models), especially Advanced APMs, are not automatically required for all
clinicians; they are model-based arrangements (often tied to specific payers, contracts, patient populations, and risk/quality terms)
that clinicians typically enter through organizational participation decisions. A key operational difference emphasized in outpatient
CDI education is that MIPS performance hinges on accurate, complete documentation supporting quality measures and resource use
across a broad clinician population, whereas APM participation depends on being in a qualifying model and meeting its
participation/threshold rules. Therefore, MIPS functions as the required/default track with potential penalties, while APM
participation is elective and model-dependent.

NEW QUESTION # 64 
In which of the following ways does payment determination (risk score calculation) differ between HHS-HCCs and CMS-HCCs?

A. HHS-HCCs use the previous year's demographics/diagnoses to predict the next year's spending.
B. HHS-HCCs use current ICD-10-CM and CPT codes to predict the current year's spending.
C. HHS-HCCs use the current year's demographics/diagnoses to predict the current year's spending.
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D. HHS-HCCs use the previous year's ICD-10-CM and CPT codes to predict the next year's spending.

Answer: C

Explanation:
A key ambulatory CDI distinction between the two major risk models is timing. The HHS-HCC model (used for ACA Marketplace
risk adjustment) is commonly described as a concurrent model: it uses the enrollee's demographics and diagnoses from the same
benefit year to reflect morbidity and support that year's risk transfer/payment balancing. In contrast, the CMS-HCC model
(commonly applied in Medicare Advantage) is prospective: conditions documented and coded in the prior data collection year are
used to predict expected cost for the following payment year. From an outpatient CDI perspective, this timing difference affects
operational priorities. For CMS-HCC, accurate annual capture and recapture of active chronic conditions is essential because last
year's documented conditions drive next year's risk score and revenue. For HHS-HCC, complete documentation and coding during
the current year impacts the current year's risk measurement. Options referencing CPT codes are not correct for the core HCC risk
score calculation, which is driven by demographics and ICD diagnosis reporting mapped to HCC categories.

NEW QUESTION # 65 
A patient is seen by an endocrinologist to manage his poorly controlled diabetes with peripheral neuropathy and claudication. The
patient has had several toes amputated in prior years and currently has a non-healing ulcer on the left foot. The patient's additional
chronic conditions consist of the following: HF, CAD, COPD, history of prostate cancer, arthritis, depression, and sleep apnea.
Which of the following chronic conditions should the CDI specialist consider for future education regarding RAF impact with the
endocrinologist?

A. Diabetes, amputation, and skin ulcer
B. CAD, diabetes, and COPD
C. History of prostate cancer, arthritis, and A1C
D. Sleep apnea, depression, and HF

Answer: A

Explanation:
For RAF impact in the CMS-HCC model, the most valuable provider education targets are conditions that (1) map to HCCs or
interact with HCC hierarchies, and (2) are clearly within the specialist's scope to assess and manage during visits. In this scenario,
the endocrinologist is actively treating diabetes and its complications. Diabetes with peripheral neuropathy/vascular disease plus an
active non-healing foot ulcer reflects significant diabetic disease burden and often supports additional required coding (e.g., diabetes
complication code plus a separate site/severity ulcer code). The history of toe amputations is also important because amputation
status can represent ongoing complexity, affects care planning (risk of recurrent ulcer/infection), and may contribute to risk capture
depending on the model and associated complications. By contrast, CAD/COPD/HF may not be evaluated by the endocrinologist at
the visit, "A1C" is a lab value (not a diagnosis), and "history of prostate cancer" generally does not risk-adjust like active malignancy.
Therefore, educating on documenting diabetes, amputation status, and ulcer details best supports RAF accuracy.

NEW QUESTION # 66 
A provider has been determined to be a high-cost provider after a total claims cost analysis. The provider's patient panel has an
overall low HCC average score. Which of the following is the MOST likely explanation regarding the low HCC average score?

A. The provider has a less complex patient population
B. The provider is failing to capture all relevant diagnoses
C. The provider is not reporting unspecified diagnoses
D. The provider cares for patients of a higher acuity

Answer: B

Explanation:
In the CMS-HCC risk adjustment framework, the HCC average score reflects the coded burden of illness for the provider's
attributed panel, driven by documented, reportable conditions that map to HCCs and qualifying demographic factors. If a provider
appears "high cost" based on total claims but the panel's average HCC score is low, the most common CDI interpretation is
documentation/coding under-capture: the clinical complexity driving utilization is not being fully documented and coded to HCC-
relevant diagnoses. This creates a mismatch-actual resource use is high, but the recorded risk profile is artificially low-leading to
unfavorable benchmarking because costs are compared against an expected spend that is too low for the true acuity. Option A
would typically raise HCC scores, not lower them. Option C could explain both low HCC and low cost; it conflicts with the high-



cost finding. Option D misunderstands HCC mechanics: "unspecified" does not reliably increase HCC capture and often reduces
coding specificity/validity rather than improving risk adjustment. Therefore, incomplete capture of relevant diagnoses is the most
likely driver.

NEW QUESTION # 67 
PCP notes describe the presence of atrial fibrillation for 10 days. Atenolol, sotalol and rivaroxaban are ordered. Possible ablation is
discussed. Identify the type of atrial fibrillation described in this clinical scenario.

A. Permanent
B. Persistent
C. Chronic
D. Paroxysmal

Answer: B

Explanation:
Atrial fibrillation (AF) type is determined largely by episode duration and whether the rhythm self-terminates. In outpatient CDI
education, paroxysmal AF is intermittent and typically terminates spontaneously, commonly within 7 days (often within 48 hours).
Persistent AF is sustained and lasts more than 7 days, or requires active intervention (e.g., cardioversion) to restore sinus rhythm.
This scenario documents AF "for 10 days," which exceeds the 7-day threshold and therefore best fits persistent AF. The
management also aligns with a sustained arrhythmia strategy: rate control (atenolol), rhythm control/antiarrhythmic therapy (sotalol),
stroke prevention anticoagulation (rivaroxaban), and discussion of catheter ablation, which is often considered for symptomatic or
recurrent/persistent AF. "Chronic" is a nonspecific descriptor and not the preferred current classification term, and permanent AF
implies a decision has been made not to pursue rhythm control (accepting AF long-term), which is not supported here because
rhythm-control options are being considered.

NEW QUESTION # 68
......
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