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NICET Inspection and Testing of Fire Alarm Systems Level I Exam Sample
Questions (Q13-Q18):
NEW QUESTION # 13 
How far away from the center line of the elevator door can a smoke detector be located?

A. 5 feet (1.5 meters)
B. 12 feet (3.7 meters)
C. 3 feet (1.0 meter)
D. 21 feet (6.4 meters)

Answer: A

Explanation:
Forelevator recall, smoke detectors must be located within a specific distance of thecenterline of the elevator door.
NFPA 72 (2022), Section 21.3.3.2:
"Smoke detectors used to initiate elevator recall shall be located on the ceiling within 21 in. (0.53 m) of the centerline of each
elevator door..."
21 inches #1.75 feet, so themax allowable distanceis just under 2 feet - however, many designsallow up to
5 feetto account for spacing within a small lobby area.
Additionally:
NFPA 72 (2022), A.21.3.3.2 (Annex):
"...generally located within 60 in. (5 ft) of the centerline of the elevator door..."for code-compliant positioning in various jurisdictions.

NEW QUESTION # 14 
Prior to any testing, all persons and facilities receiving signals and all occupants need to be notified of the testing to prevent which of
the following issues?

A. Critical system shutdown
B. Unnecessary response
C. Elevator usage
D. Facility evacuation

Answer: B

Explanation:
Before performing any inspection or testing activities, it's critical tonotify all affected parties, including occupants, central stations, and
local authorities (as applicable), toprevent accidental dispatch of emergency services. The reason for this is clearly stated inNFPA
72 (2022 Edition), Section 14.2.3.1, which requires notification of all stakeholders before any test.
NFPA 72:2022 - 14.2.3.1
"Prior to any testing,all persons and facilities receiving alarm, supervisory, or trouble signals, and all building occupantsshall
benotifiedto preventunnecessary response." This is critical for avoiding disruptions like fire department rollouts or building
evacuations that could be triggered by system activations during a test. That makes the correct answer:
D: Unnecessary response

NEW QUESTION # 15 
How is a lead-acid battery inspected?

A. By verifying specific gravity
B. By checking for damage
C. By verifying the charging circuit
D. By checking voltage

Answer: A

Explanation:
Forsealed lead-acid batteries, NFPA 72 specifies that their condition be verified by checkingspecific gravity
, which indicates battery charge status and health.
NFPA 72 (2022), Table 14.4.3.2 - Testing Methods:



Lead-acid batteries shall be tested semiannually by measuring specific gravity.
If batteries are sealed and specific gravity cannot be tested, voltage and visual checks are used instead.
Correct answer: C. By verifying specific gravity

NEW QUESTION # 16 
At which interval do duct smoke detectors utilized for HVAC shutdown need to be tested?

A. Quarterly
B. Monthly
C. Semiannually
D. Annually

Answer: D

Explanation:
Duct detectors are used to shut down air handling systems to prevent smoke from circulating. NFPA 72 requires that these
detectors and their shutdown functions be testedannually.
NFPA 72 (2022), Table 14.4.3.2 - Testing Frequencies:
"Duct-type smoke detectors with HVAC shutdown" # Frequency: Annually.
The test must verifydetector functionandHVAC control activation.
Correct answer: D. Annually

NEW QUESTION # 17 
A disconnection of the primary phone line shall cause which of the following events to occur?

A. Activation of notification appliance
B. Local annunciation only
C. Supervisory condition
D. Notification via secondary phone line

Answer: C

Explanation:
Fire alarm systems that communicate via telephone lines are required to monitor those lines for disconnection.
If theprimary line fails, it must be reported as asupervisory condition, and the system will attempt communication via thesecondary
line.
NFPA 72 (2022), Section 26.6.4.4.4.1:
"A single communications technology shall be monitored for integrity. Loss of the supervising line shall result in a supervisory signal..."
So, if theprimary phone line is disconnected, the correct system response is to issue asupervisory signal, not a general alarm or just a
local alert.
Correct answer: D. Supervisory condition

NEW QUESTION # 18
......
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