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Snowflake SnowPro Advanced Architect Certification Sample Questions
(Q95-Q100):
NEW QUESTION # 95 
Assuming all Snowflake accounts are using an Enterprise edition or higher, in which development and testing scenarios would be
copying of data be required, and zero-copy cloning not be suitable? (Select TWO).

A. Data is in a production Snowflake account that needs to be provided to Developers in a separate development/testing
Snowflake account in the same cloud region.
B. Developers create their own datasets to work against transformed versions of the live data.
C. Production and development run in different databases in the same account, and Developers need to see production-like
data but with specific columns masked.
D. The release process requires pre-production testing of changes with data of production scale and complexity. For security
reasons, pre-production also runs in the production account.
E. Developers create their own copies of a standard test database previously created for them in the development account,
for their initial development and unit testing.
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Answer: A,B

Explanation:
Zero-copy cloning is a feature that allows creating a clone of a table, schema, or database without physically copying the data. Zero-
copy cloning is suitable for scenarios where the cloned object needs to have the same data and metadata as the original object, and
where the cloned object does not need to be modified or updated frequently. Zero-copy cloning is also suitable for scenarios where
the cloned object needs to be shared within the same Snowflake account or across different accounts in the same cloud region2
However, zero-copy cloning is not suitable for scenarios where the cloned object needs to have different data or metadata than the
original object, or where the cloned object needs to be modified or updated frequently. Zero-copy cloning is also not suitable for
scenarios where the cloned object needs to be shared across different accounts in different cloud regions. In these scenarios,
copying of data would be required, either by using the COPY INTO command or by using data sharing with secure views3 The
following are examples of development and testing scenarios where copying of data would be required, and zero-copy cloning
would not be suitable:
Developers create their own datasets to work against transformed versions of the live data. This scenario requires copying of data
because the developers need to modify the data or metadata of the cloned object to perform transformations, such as adding,
deleting, or updating columns, rows, or values. Zero-copy cloning would not be suitable because it would create a read-only clone
that shares the same data and metadata as the original object, and any changes made to the clone would affect the original object as
well4 Data is in a production Snowflake account that needs to be provided to Developers in a separate development/testing
Snowflake account in the same cloud region. This scenario requires copying of data because the data needs to be shared across
different accounts in the same cloud region. Zero-copy cloning would not be suitable because it would create a clone within the same
account as the original object, and it would not allow sharing the clone with another account. To share data across different accounts
in the same cloud region, data sharing with secure views or COPY INTO command can be used5 The following are examples of
development and testing scenarios where zero-copy cloning would be suitable, and copying of data would not be required:
Production and development run in different databases in the same account, and Developers need to see production-like data but
with specific columns masked. This scenario can use zero-copy cloning because the data needs to be shared within the same
account, and the cloned object does not need to have different data or metadata than the original object. Zero-copy cloning can
create a clone of the production database in the development database, and the clone can have the same data and metadata as the
original database. To mask specific columns, secure views can be created on top of the clone, and the developers can access the
secure views instead of the clone directly6 Developers create their own copies of a standard test database previously created for
them in the development account, for their initial development and unit testing. This scenario can use zero-copy cloning because the
data needs to be shared within the same account, and the cloned object does not need to have different data or metadata than the
original object. Zero-copy cloning can create a clone of the standard test database for each developer, and the clone can have the
same data and metadata as the original database. The developers can use the clone for their initial development and unit testing, and
any changes made to the clone would not affect the original database or other clones7 The release process requires pre-production
testing of changes with data of production scale and complexity. For security reasons, pre-production also runs in the production
account. This scenario can use zero-copy cloning because the data needs to be shared within the same account, and the cloned
object does not need to have different data or metadata than the original object. Zero-copy cloning can create a clone of the
production database in the pre-production database, and the clone can have the same data and metadata as the original database.
The pre-production testing can use the clone to test the changes with data of production scale and complexity, and any changes
made to the clone would not affect the original database or the production environment8 Reference:
1: SnowPro Advanced: Architect | Study Guide 9
2: Snowflake Documentation | Cloning Overview
3: Snowflake Documentation | Loading Data Using COPY into a Table
4: Snowflake Documentation | Transforming Data During a Load
5: Snowflake Documentation | Data Sharing Overview
6: Snowflake Documentation | Secure Views
7: Snowflake Documentation | Cloning Databases, Schemas, and Tables
8: Snowflake Documentation | Cloning for Testing and Development
9: SnowPro Advanced: Architect | Study Guide
10: Cloning Overview
11: Loading Data Using COPY into a Table
12: Transforming Data During a Load
13: Data Sharing Overview
14: Secure Views
15: Cloning Databases, Schemas, and Tables
16: Cloning for Testing and Development

NEW QUESTION # 96 
A Snowflake Architect Is working with Data Modelers and Table Designers to draft an ELT framework specifically for data loading



using Snowpipe. The Table Designers will add a timestamp column that Inserts the current tlmestamp as the default value as records
are loaded into a table. The Intent is to capture the time when each record gets loaded into the table; however, when tested the
timestamps are earlier than the loae_take column values returned by the copy_history function or the Copy_HISTORY view
(Account Usage).
Why Is this occurring?

A. The timestamps are different because there are parameter setup mismatches. The parameters need to be realigned
B. The Table Designer team has not used the localtimestamp or systimestamp functions in the Snowflake copy statement.
C. The CURRENT_TIMEis evaluated when the load operation is compiled in cloud services rather than when the record is
inserted into the table.
D. The Snowflake timezone parameter Is different from the cloud provider's parameters causing the mismatch.

Answer: C

Explanation:
* The correct answer is D because the CURRENT_TIME function returns the current timestamp at the start of the statement
execution, not at the time of the record insertion. Therefore, if the load operation takes some time to complete, the
CURRENT_TIME value may be earlier than the actual load time.
* Option A is incorrect because the parameter setup mismatches do not affect the timestamp values. The parameters are used to
control the behavior and performance of the load operation, such as the file format, the error handling, the purge option, etc.
* Option B is incorrect because the Snowflake timezone parameter and the cloud provider's parameters are independent of each
other. The Snowflake timezone parameter determines the session timezone for displaying and converting timestamp values, while the
cloud provider's parameters determine the
* physical location and configuration of the storage and compute resources.
* Option C is incorrect because the localtimestamp and systimestamp functions are not relevant for the Snowpipe load operation.
The localtimestamp function returns the current timestamp in the session timezone, while the systimestamp function returns the current
timestamp in the system timezone.
Neither of them reflect the actual load time of the records. References:
* Snowflake Documentation: Loading Data Using Snowpipe: This document explains how to use Snowpipe to continuously load
data from external sources into Snowflake tables. It also describes the syntax and usage of the COPY INTO command, which
supports various options and parameters to control the loading behavior.
* Snowflake Documentation: Date and Time Data Types and Functions: This document explains the different data types and
functions for working with date and time values in Snowflake. It also describes how to set and change the session timezone and the
system timezone.
* Snowflake Documentation: Querying Metadata: This document explains how to query the metadata of the objects and operations
in Snowflake using various functions, views, and tables. It also describes how to access the copy history information using the
COPY_HISTORY function or the COPY_HISTORY view.

NEW QUESTION # 97 
A company is designing its serving layer for data that is in cloud storage. Multiple terabytes of the data will be used for reporting.
Some data does not have a clear use case but could be useful for experimental analysis.
This experimentation data changes frequently and is sometimes wiped out and replaced completely in a few days.
The company wants to centralize access control, provide a single point of connection for the end-users, and maintain data
governance.
What solution meets these requirements while MINIMIZING costs, administrative effort, and development overhead?

A. Import the data used for reporting into a Snowflake schema with native tables. Then create views that have SELECT
commands pointing to the cloud storage files for the experimentation data. Then create two different roles to match the
different user personas, and grant these roles to the corresponding users.
B. Import all the data in cloud storage to be used for reporting into a Snowflake schema with native tables.
Then create two different roles with grants to the different datasets to match the different user personas, and grant these roles
to the corresponding users.
C. Import all the data in cloud storage to be used for reporting into a Snowflake schema with native tables.
Then create a role that has access to this schema and manage access to the data through that role.
D. Import the data used for reporting into a Snowflake schema with native tables. Then create external tables pointing to the
cloud storage folders used for the experimentation data. Then create two different roles with grants to the different datasets to
match the different user personas, and grant these roles to the corresponding users.

Answer: D



Explanation:
The most cost-effective and administratively efficient solution is to use a combination of native and external tables. Native tables for
reporting data ensure performance and governance, while external tables allow for flexibility with frequently changing experimental
data. Creating roles with specific grants to datasets aligns with the principle of least privilege, centralizing access control and
simplifying user management12.
References
*Snowflake Documentation on Optimizing Cost1.
*Snowflake Documentation on Controlling Cost2.

NEW QUESTION # 98 
A group of order_admin users must delete records older than 5 years from an orders table without having DELETE privileges. The
order_manager role has DELETE privileges.
How can this be achieved?

A. Create a stored procedure that runs with owner's rights and grant usage to order_admin.
B. Create a stored procedure with selectable caller/owner rights.
C. Create a stored procedure with caller's rights.
D. This is not possible without DELETE privileges.

Answer: A

Explanation:
Snowflake stored procedures can execute using either caller's rights or owner's rights. When a procedure runs with owner's rights, it
executes using the privileges of the role that owns the procedure-not the role invoking it.
By creating a stored procedure owned by the order_manager role (which has DELETE privileges) and defining it to run with owner's
rights, the Architect can encapsulate the business logic (delete records older than 5 years) securely (Answer C). Granting only
USAGE on the procedure to order_admin allows them to execute the cleanup without directly holding DELETE privileges on the
table.
Caller's rights would fail because order_admin lacks DELETE privileges. Snowflake does not support runtime selection of execution
rights. This is a classic SnowPro Architect security pattern: least privilege access combined with controlled procedural execution.

NEW QUESTION # 99 
What are purposes for creating a storage integration? (Choose three.)

A. Control access to Snowflake data using a master encryption key that is maintained in the cloud provider's key management
service.
B. Store a generated identity and access management (IAM) entity for an external cloud provider regardless of the cloud
provider that hosts the Snowflake account.
C. Avoid supplying credentials when creating a stage or when loading or unloading data.
D. Support multiple external stages using one single Snowflake object.
E. Create private VPC endpoints that allow direct, secure connectivity between VPCs without traversing the public internet.
F. Manage credentials from multiple cloud providers in one single Snowflake object.

Answer: B,C,D

Explanation:
The purpose of creating a storage integration in Snowflake includes:
B: Store a generated identity and access management (IAM) entity for an external cloud provider - This helps in managing
authentication and authorization with external cloud storage without embedding credentials in Snowflake. It supports various cloud
providers like AWS, Azure, or GCP, ensuring that the identity management is streamlined across platforms.
C: Support multiple external stages using one single Snowflake object - Storage integrations allow you to set up access
configurations that can be reused across multiple external stages, simplifying the management of external data integrations.
D: Avoid supplying credentials when creating a stage or when loading or unloading data - By using a storage integration, Snowflake
can interact with external storage without the need to continuously manage or expose sensitive credentials, enhancing security and
ease of operations.
Reference: Snowflake documentation on storage integrations, found within the SnowPro Advanced: Architect course materials.
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