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AACN Critical Care Nursing Exam Sample Questions (Q115-Q120):
NEW QUESTION # 115 
A school age child is admitted with cancer. The doctor ordered Fentanyl (lollipop) if there is a breakthrough pain. During the
teaching on how to use the lollipop, the nurse should state that the client should:

A. suck it and swallow once pain is relieved.
B. suck on it for an hour at a time, every 8 hours
C. hold it in the cheek area until the pain is relieved then remove it.
D. Place it in the mouth and suck on it until it dissolves.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Explanation: A Fentanyl lozenge or lollipop is absorbed through the buccal mucosa. When pain is relieved, it should be removed and
kept until needed again. Remember that there's no specific time to suck on the lozenge

NEW QUESTION # 116 
An adolescent with recurrent leukemia expresses a desire to die peacefully. Weeks later, the patient is critically ill and the parents
ask whether to escalate care. The nurse's most appropriate response is:

A. "I will support whatever decision you decide upon."
B. "Perhaps try one more day of treatment to see if there are any changes in condition."
C. "Legally you have the right to make that decision."
D. "As I remember, your child expressed a desire to die peacefully."

Answer: A

Explanation:
This situation represents a conflict betweenadolescent autonomyandparental authority. The nurse must maintain anonjudgmental,
supportive role, allowing the family toexplore values and make informed decisionswithout imposing interpretation.
"In end-of-life situations, nurses should offer emotional support, facilitate shared decision-making, and respect family values.
Supporting the decision-regardless of direction-is key." (Referenced from CCRN Pediatric - Professional Caring and Ethical
Practice: End-of-Life Ethics and Family- Centered Care)

NEW QUESTION # 117 
When assessing the fluid and electrolyte balance in an infant, which of the following would be important to remember:

A. Infants have more intracellular water that adult do
B. Infant can concentrate urine at an adult level
C. The metabolic rate of an infant is slower than in adults
D. Infant has greater body surface area than adults

Answer: D

Explanation:
Explanation: Infants have greater body surface area than adult, increasing their risk to F&E imbalances.
Also infants can't concentrate a urine at an adult level and their metabolic rate, also called water turnover, is 2 to 3 times higher than
adult. Plus more fluids of the infants are at the ECF spaces not in the ICF spaces.

NEW QUESTION # 118 
A child has fever, chills, back pain, elevated WBC and ESR, and abnormal urinalysis. After IV fluids and antibiotics, what
procedure should be anticipated?

A. Renal ultrasound
B. KUB
C. Upper GI
D. Chest x-ray



Answer: A

Explanation:
These findings are consistent withpyelonephritisor another upper urinary tract infection. Arenal ultrasound is a non-invasive test used
to evaluate forstructural abnormalities, abscess, or obstruction, especially in a febrile child with a urinary tract infection.
"Renal ultrasound is indicated after diagnosis of febrile UTI to evaluate renal anatomy and rule out complications like abscess."
(Referenced from CCRN Pediatric - Direct Care: Renal, Urinary Tract Infections and Imaging)

NEW QUESTION # 119 
A nurse is teaching a mother with a new baby about car seats. Which of the following, if stated by the client, indicates that further
teaching is needed?

A. "My child has to be placed in a car seat that is facing the rear in the back seat until my child is about
20 lbs."
B. "My child has to be in a car seat until the child reaches 40 to 60 pounds."
C. "Infant-only car seats are the most recommended type of car seats for infants."
D. "My child has to be placed in a car seat until the school-age years"

Answer: D

Explanation:
Explanation: Children have to be in car seats until they reach 40 to 60 pounds or until preschool. The other options are appropriate.

NEW QUESTION # 120
......
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