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ASET Ethics Examination-ASET Professional Practice Exam (PPE) Sample
Questions (Q25-Q30):
NEW QUESTION # 25 
Which of the following statements defines "continuing professional development"?

A. Maintaining competence through ongoing skill and knowledge development
B. Taking courses regularly to maintain technical proficiency
C. Working towards a promotion at the place of employment
D. Mentoring younger or new colleagues in the workplace

Answer: A

Explanation:
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) is a mandatory, statutory requirement for all ASET regulated members, fundamentally
tied to the mandate of protecting the public. The most accurate, encompassing definition of CPD is the systematic maintenance,
improvement, and broadening of knowledge and skills throughout a professional's career. Therefore, "Maintaining competence
through ongoing skill and knowledge development" (Option D) is the correct definition. While taking formal courses (Option B) and
mentoring younger colleagues (Option A) are excellent, specific examples of activities that qualify for CPD credits, they do not
define the entire program, as CPD is highly flexible and includes self-directed study, attending conferences, and active professional
practice. The ultimate goal of CPD is not to secure a promotion (Option C) or purely academic achievement, but to ensure that the
technologist remains fully competent to practice safely in an ever-evolving technological landscape, thereby protecting the public
from obsolete and unsafe engineering practices.

NEW QUESTION # 26 
Under most provincial human rights statutes, which of the following is not a prohibited ground of discrimination?

A. Level of education
B. Age
C. Religion
D. Disability

Answer: A

Explanation:
Human rights legislation in Canada (such as the Alberta Human Rights Act) is designed to ensure that all individuals have equal
opportunities in areas like employment, housing, and services, free from prejudice. These statutes strictly prohibit discrimination
based on inherent personal characteristics or protected classes, which universally include race, religious beliefs, color, gender,
physical or mental disability, ancestry, age, marital status, and sexual orientation. However, "Level of education" is not a protected
ground. In the context of employment and professional practice, an employer or regulatory body is legally permitted-and in fact
required-to discriminate based on a candidate's level of education, skills, and experience if those factors are bona fide occupational
requirements. For instance, ASET requires specific technical diplomas for registration, and an engineering firm will legally bypass
candidates without the requisite educational background to ensure public safety and technical competence. Merit-based
differentiation is a core component of professional hiring and regulation.

NEW QUESTION # 27 
Which of the following is the role of the ASET Council as set out in the Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act?

A. To review applications for certification as a C.Tech. or C.E.T.
B. To manage and conduct the business and affairs of ASET
C. To review applications for registration as a P.Tech.
D. To investigate complaints against regulated members of ASET
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Answer: B

Explanation:
Under the Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act (EGPA), the corporate governance of professional regulatory organizations
is carefully structured. The ASET Council acts essentially as the board of directors for the association. Its statutory role is to govern,
manage, and conduct the overall business and affairs of ASET. This includes setting strategic direction, establishing regulatory
policies, managing finances, creating bylaws, and ensuring the association fulfills its primary legal mandate of protecting the public.
The Council does not engage in the granular, day-to-day administrative tasks or specific casework. For example, the review of
individual applications for C.Tech., C.E.T., or P.Tech. is delegated to the Board of Examiners (or Joint Board of Examiners).
Similarly, investigating complaints is strictly the domain of the Investigative Committee. By maintaining a high-level governance role,
the Council ensures the organization operates effectively and legally while maintaining necessary separation from the independent
disciplinary and registration boards.

NEW QUESTION # 28 
Which of the following must a regulated member do as part of continuing professional development?

A. Record professional activities only when challenged.
B. Only attend ASET-sanctioned events.
C. Develop and maintain written records.
D. Report all professional activities.

Answer: C

Explanation:
The ASET Continuing Professional Development (CPD) program is a mandatory requirement designed to ensure that regulated
members continuously update their skills and knowledge to protect the public.
While members are required to log their CPD activities annually, a fundamental administrative requirement of the program is that
members must actively develop and maintain written records (or digital logs) of their CPD activities, along with supporting
documentation such as certificates of completion, receipts, or course outlines. Members are not required to report "all" professional
daily activities, only those that qualify for CPD credits. Furthermore, CPD is highly flexible; members are not restricted to only
attending ASET-sanctioned events and can engage in self-directed learning, mentoring, or external courses. Because ASET
conducts random, mandatory audits of its members' CPD logs every year, relying on memory or only recording activities when
challenged is a violation of practice standards. Maintaining accurate, verifiable written records ensures that if a member is audited,
they can immediately prove their compliance with the profession's competency requirements.

NEW QUESTION # 29 
The operations manager in an oil exploration company insists on purchasing expensive electronic equipment for oil and gas
exploration, even though the engineering technologist knows the equipment is outdated and has advised the manager against buying
it. The manager wants to buy it because of favourable exchange rates.
Which of the following should the engineering technologist do?

A. Ask to speak to the client in person to explain the advice and outline the consequences of ignoring the advice.
B. In writing, explain the advice to the client, clearly outlining the consequences of ignoring the advice.
C. Ask to speak to senior management to explain the advice and the consequences of ignoring the advice.
D. Set up a meeting with the company shareholders to discuss the advice and the consequences of ignoring the advice.

Answer: B

Explanation:
The ASET Code of Ethics explicitly dictates how a professional technologist must handle situations where their technical advice is
ignored by a superior, employer, or client. The guiding principle requires members to "present clearly to employers and clients the
possible consequences if professional decisions or judgments are overruled or disregarded." In this scenario, purchasing outdated
equipment based solely on financial metrics (exchange rates) rather than technical suitability compromises the engineering integrity of
the project. While the manager has the administrative authority to make the final purchasing decision, the technologist has an ethical
duty to ensure that the manager is fully informed of the technical risks (e.g., equipment failure, safety hazards, or inefficient data
collection).
The most professional, legally protective, and ethically sound course of action is to formalize this advice in writing (such as an email
or a formal memo). This creates a permanent, auditable record proving that the professional provided competent advice and clearly
outlined the negative consequences, thereby protecting both the public interest and the technologist's own professional liability.
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