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ASET Ethics Examination-ASET Professional Practice Exam (PPE) Sample
Questions (Q111-Q116):
NEW QUESTION # 111 
Which of the following is the main federal law regulating the environment in Canada?

A. The Canadian Environmental Management Act
B. The Canadian Environmental Assessment Act
C. The Canadian Environmental Bill of Rights Act
D. The Canadian Environmental Protection Act

Answer: D

Explanation:
In Canada, environmental regulation is a shared responsibility between federal, provincial, and municipal governments. However, the
primary piece of federal legislation concerning environmental protection is the Canadian Environmental Protection Act, 1999
(CEPA). CEPA is a comprehensive legal framework aimed at preventing pollution and protecting the environment and human health.
It provides the federal government with the authority to assess and manage the risks posed by toxic substances, regulate emissions
and effluents from federal works and undertakings, govern the disposal of waste at sea, and control the import/export of hazardous
wastes. ASET professionals, particularly those working in chemical, environmental, or civil disciplines, must be intimately familiar
with CEPA regulations to ensure their designs, projects, and waste management protocols do not violate federal law. Failing to
adhere to CEPA can result in severe legal penalties for both the professional and the employer, as well as catastrophic harm to the
public and the ecosystem.

NEW QUESTION # 112 
According to the four branches of philosophy, what is ethics the study of?

A. The rules of reasoning
B. Knowledge itself
C. Right and wrong
D. Very basic ideas

Answer: C

Explanation:
Philosophy is traditionally divided into several main branches. Metaphysics is the study of existence and very basic ideas (Option B).
Epistemology is the study of knowledge itself, how we acquire it, and its limits (Option C). Logic is the study of the rules of valid
reasoning and argumentation (Option D).
Ethics (also known as moral philosophy) is specifically defined as the study of right and wrong, good and evil, and the moral
principles that govern a person's behavior or the conducting of an activity. In the context of professional practice, studying ethics
involves understanding how to systematically evaluate complex situations, balance competing duties (e.g., duty to employer vs. duty
to the public), and determine the most morally defensible course of action. It provides the intellectual framework necessary for
professionals to navigate the grey areas of technology, business, and law while maintaining their integrity.

NEW QUESTION # 113 
An individual recently obtained the C.E.T. designation with ASET. The newly regulated member's academic background is in the
mechanical discipline, and in recent years the member has become more involved in the mechanical aspects of the petroleum
industry. The member has also taken several petroleum courses. The member has been asked by a major oil company to apply for a
job that is almost entirely petroleum related.
Which of the following statements best describes the action(s) the member should take in this situation?

A. Accept the invitation to apply as the C.E.T. designation permits regulated members to change disciplines.
B. Reject the invitation to apply because the member's discipline of study was mechanical.
C. Accept the invitation to apply but disclose fully to the employer that the member's discipline of study was mechanical.
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D. Reject the invitation to apply because it is unethical to interview with a competing employer.

Answer: C

Explanation:
The ASET Code of Ethics requires members to "undertake and accept responsibility for professional assignments only when
qualified by training and experience." However, professional practice is not completely rigid; technologists are allowed to expand
their scope of practice or transition into new disciplines provided they acquire the necessary competence through further education,
mentorship, and progressive experience. Because this member has actively taken petroleum courses and gained related experience,
they are not strictly barred from applying for a petroleum-centric role. Rejecting the invitation outright (Option B) is unnecessary if
they feel they are approaching competency. The ethical imperative here is transparency and honesty. The member should accept the
invitation to apply, but they must fully and honestly disclose their mechanical academic background and the specific extent of their
petroleum training during the interview process. This allows the prospective employer to make a fully informed hiring decision
regarding the member's qualifications and required onboarding support.

NEW QUESTION # 114 
Which of the following statements best describes professional incompetence?

A. Conduct that is detrimental to the best interests of the public
B. Conduct that demonstrates a lack of knowledge, skill, or judgment
C. Conduct that demonstrates carelessness in work performed
D. Conduct that harms the reputation of the professional

Answer: B

Explanation:
Professional incompetence, as defined in professional regulatory legislation like the Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act
(EGPA), refers specifically to a severe deficiency in the core attributes required to safely and effectively practice a profession. It is
explicitly described as conduct that demonstrates a lack of knowledge, skill, or judgment in the provision of professional services.
This goes significantly beyond mere carelessness or a minor administrative mistake; it indicates that the practitioner fundamentally
lacks the technical ability or the cognitive judgment to perform their duties safely, thereby endangering the public or failing to meet the
accepted technical standards of the profession. While conduct that harms the profession's reputation or is detrimental to the public
interest might constitute "unprofessional conduct," "incompetence" strictly relates to the practitioner's technical and mental capacity to
execute their technical work. Regulatory bodies like ASET take allegations of incompetence extremely seriously, as an incompetent
practitioner poses a direct threat to the primary mandate of the organization: the absolute protection of public safety and welfare.

NEW QUESTION # 115 
A regulated member of ASET is asked to participate in interviews for a new technical position at the organization. The member is
surprised to see that one of the candidates being interviewed is a close friend.
Which of the following actions should the member take in this situation?

A. Speak with the friend and encourage them to drop out of the competition.
B. Disclose the friendship to the employer before the interviews.
C. Decline to participate in the interviews.
D. Keep the information confidential so as not to influence the hiring process.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Participating in a hiring panel where a close friend is a candidate represents a direct and significant conflict of interest. The ASET
Code of Ethics requires regulated members to act with absolute integrity and to avoid conflicts of interest, but crucially adds: "where
such conflict arises, fully disclose the circumstances without delay to the employer or client." Keeping the relationship a secret
(Option B) is highly unethical and fraudulent, as it deprives the employer of a fair, unbiased hiring process. Asking the friend to drop
out (Option C) is inappropriate and penalizes the friend unnecessarily. While declining to participate (Option D) is an eventual
outcome, the immediate and most correct first step is to fully and transparently disclose the friendship to the employer (the HR
department or hiring manager) prior to the interviews. Once disclosed, the employer has all the facts and can appropriately decide
how to proceed-which almost always involves removing the member from that specific interview panel to maintain the integrity of the
hiring process.
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