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Topic 1

Platform Observability, Security, and Conformance: This part of the exam evaluates Procurement
Specialists on key aspects of observability and security. It includes working with traces, metrics, logs, and
events while ensuring secure service communication. Policy engines, Kubernetes security essentials, and
protection in CI
CD pipelines are also assessed here.

Topic 2

Platform APIs and Provisioning Infrastructure: This part of the exam evaluates Procurement Specialists on
the use of Kubernetes reconciliation loops, APIs for self-service platforms, and infrastructure provisioning
with Kubernetes. It also assesses knowledge of the Kubernetes operator pattern for integration and
platform scalability.

Topic 3

IDPs and Developer Experience: This section of the exam measures the skills of Supplier Management
Consultants and focuses on improving developer experience. It covers simplified access to platform
capabilities, API-driven service catalogs, developer portals for platform adoption, and the role of AI
ML in platform automation.

Topic 4

Platform Engineering Core Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures the skills of Supplier
Management Consultants and covers essential foundations such as declarative resource management,
DevOps practices, application environments, platform architecture, and the core goals of platform
engineering. It also includes continuous integration fundamentals, delivery approaches, and GitOps
principles.

Linux Foundation Certified Cloud Native Platform Engineering Associate
Sample Questions (Q34-Q39):
NEW QUESTION # 34 
For a cloud native platform handling sensitive customer data, which approach ensures compliance with data privacy regulations like
GDPR and PCI DSS within a Kubernetes environment?

A. Implementing Kubernetes Role-based access control (RBAC) with basic network policies and periodic manual audits.
B. Deploying a policy engine like Open Policy Agent (OPA) with real-time data masking and audit logging.
C. Relying on default cloud provider IAM policies with minimal Kubernetes customizations.
D. Utilizing standard Kubernetes Secrets with encrypted storage and manual access reviews.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Compliance with regulations like GDPR and PCI DSS requires fine-grained control, auditing, and data protection. Option C is
correct because deploying a policy engine like Open Policy Agent (OPA) enables dynamic enforcement of policies, real-time data
masking, and comprehensive audit logging. This ensures sensitive data is protected while providing traceability and compliance
reporting.
Option A is insufficient, as default IAM policies without Kubernetes-level governance do not provide the granularity required for
compliance. Option B (Kubernetes Secrets) adds encryption but lacks auditability and runtime enforcement. Option D (RBAC and
network policies) improves security posture but does not provide comprehensive compliance coverage or data privacy features like
masking and logging.
OPA and similar tools integrate with Kubernetes admission control to enforce compliance policies consistently, providing the
flexibility and auditability needed in regulated industries.
References:- CNCF Security TAG Best Practices- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 35 
Which of the following best represents an effective golden path implementation in platform engineering?

A. A monitoring dashboard system that displays the operational health metrics and alerting thresholds for all platform services.
B. A templated workflow that guides developers through deploying a complete microservice with integrated testing and
monitoring.
C. A central documentation repository listing available database services with their configuration parameters.
D. An API service catalog providing comprehensive details about available infrastructure components and their consumption



patterns.

Answer: B

Explanation:
A golden path in platform engineering refers to a curated, opinionated workflow that makes the easiest way the right way for
developers. Option C is correct because a templated workflow for deploying a microservice with integrated testing and monitoring
embodies the golden path concept. It provides developers with a pre-validated, secure, and efficient approach that reduces cognitive
load and accelerates delivery.
Option A (documentation) provides information but lacks automation and enforced best practices. Option B (monitoring
dashboards) improves observability but does not guide developers in delivery workflows. Option D (API service catalog) is useful
but more about service discovery than curated workflows.
Golden paths improve adoption by embedding guardrails, automation, and organizational standards directly into workflows, making
compliance seamless. They ensure consistency while allowing developers to focus on innovation rather than platform complexity.
References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Team Topologies & Platform Engineering Practices- Cloud Native Platform
Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 36 
In the context of OpenTelemetry, which of the following is considered one of the supported signals of observability?

A. Databases
B. Networking
C. User Interface
D. Traces

Answer: D

Explanation:
OpenTelemetry is a CNCF project providing standardized APIs and SDKs for collecting observability data.
Among its supported telemetry signals are metrics, logs, and traces. Option C is correct because traces are a core OpenTelemetry
signal type that captures the journey of requests across distributed systems, making them vital for detecting latency, dependencies,
and bottlenecks.
Option A (user interface), Option B (networking), and Option D (databases) represent system components or domains, not
observability signals. While OpenTelemetry can instrument applications in these areas, it expresses data through its standard
telemetry signals.
By supporting consistent collection of logs, metrics, and traces, OpenTelemetry enables observability pipelines to integrate
seamlessly with different backends while avoiding vendor lock-in. Traces specifically provide visibility into distributed microservices,
which is critical in cloud native environments.
References:- CNCF Observability Whitepaper- OpenTelemetry CNCF Project Documentation- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 37 
During a CI/CD pipeline review, the team discusses methods to prevent insecure code from being introduced into production. Which
practice is most effective for this purpose?

A. Conducting A/B testing to validate secure code changes.
B. Using caching strategies to control secure content delivery.
C. Implementing security gates at key stages of the pipeline.
D. Performing load balancing controls to manage traffic during deployments.

Answer: C

Explanation:
The most effective way to prevent insecure code from reaching production is to integrate security gates directly into the CI/CD
pipeline. Option A is correct because security gates involve automated scanning of dependencies, SBOM generation, code analysis,
and policy enforcement during build and test phases. This ensures that vulnerabilities or policy violations are caught early in the
development lifecycle.
Option B (load balancing) improves availability but is unrelated to code security. Option C (A/B testing) validates functionality, not
security. Option D (caching strategies) affects performance, not code safety.



By embedding automated checks into CI/CD pipelines, teams adopt a shift-left security approach, ensuring compliance and
minimizing risks of supply chain attacks. This practice directly supports platform engineering goals of combining security with speed
and reducing developer friction through automation.
References:- CNCF Supply Chain Security Whitepaper- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study
Guide

NEW QUESTION # 38 
Which Kubernetes feature allows you to control how Pods communicate with each other and external services?

A. Role-based access control (RBAC)
B. Security Context
C. Pod Security Standards
D. Network Policies

Answer: D

Explanation:
Kubernetes Network Policies are the feature that controls how Pods communicate with each other and external services. Option B
is correct because Network Policies define rules for ingress (incoming) and egress (outgoing) traffic at the Pod level, ensuring fine-
grained control over communication pathways within the cluster.
Option A (Pod Security Standards) defines policies around Pod security contexts (e.g., privilege escalation, root access) but does
not control network traffic. Option C (Security Context) is specific to Pod or container- level permissions, not networking. Option D
(RBAC) governs access to Kubernetes API resources, not Pod-to- Pod traffic.
Network Policies are essential for implementing a zero-trust model in Kubernetes, ensuring that only authorized services
communicate. This enhances both security and compliance, especially in multi-tenant clusters.
References:- CNCF Kubernetes Security Best Practices- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study
Guide

NEW QUESTION # 39
......

Similarly, the BootcampPDF Linux Foundation CNPA practice test creates an actual exam scenario on each and every step so that
you may be well prepared before your actual Certified Cloud Native Platform Engineering Associate examination time. Hence, it
saves you time and money. BootcampPDF provides three months of free updates if you purchase the Linux Foundation CNPA
Questions and the content of the examination changes after that.
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