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Palo Alto Networks NetSec-Pro Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Connectivity and Security: This part measures the skills of network engineers and security analysts in
maintaining and configuring network security across on-premises, cloud, and hybrid environments. It
covers network segmentation, security and network policies, monitoring, logging, and certificate
management. It also includes maintaining connectivity and security for remote users through remote access
solutions, network segmentation, security policy tuning, monitoring, logging, and certificate usage to ensure
secure and reliable remote connections.

Topic 2

Platform Solutions, Services, and Tools: This section measures the expertise of security engineers and
platform administrators in Palo Alto Networks NGFW and Prisma SASE products. It involves creating
security and NAT policies, configuring Cloud-Delivered Security Services (CDSS) such as security
profiles, User-ID and App-ID, decryption, and monitoring. It also covers the application of CDSS for IoT
security, Enterprise Data Loss Prevention, SaaS Security, SD-WAN, GlobalProtect, Advanced WildFire,
Threat Prevention, URL Filtering, and DNS security. Furthermore, it includes aligning AIOps with best
practices through administration, dashboards, and Best Practice Assessments.

Topic 3

GFW and SASE Solution Maintenance and Configuration: This domain evaluates the skills of network
security administrators in maintaining and configuring Palo Alto Networks hardware firewalls, VM-Series,
CN-Series, and Cloud NGFWs. It includes managing security policies, profiles, updates, and upgrades. It
also covers adding, configuring, and maintaining Prisma SD-WAN including initial setup, pathing,
monitoring, and logging. Maintaining and configuring Prisma Access with security policies, profiles,
updates, upgrades, and monitoring is also assessed.

Topic 4

NGFW and SASE Solution Functionality: This part assesses the knowledge of firewall administrators and
network architects on the functions of various Palo Alto Networks firewalls including Cloud NGFWs, PA-
Series, CN-Series, and VM-Series. It covers perimeter and core security, zone security and segmentation,
high availability, security and NAT policy implementation, as well as monitoring and logging. Additionally, it
includes the functionality of Prisma SD-WAN with WAN optimization, path and NAT policies, zone-
based firewall, and monitoring, plus Prisma Access features such as remote user and network
configuration, application access, policy enforcement, and logging. It also evaluates options for managing
Strata and SASE solutions through Panorama and Strata Cloud Manager.

Topic 5

Network Security Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures skills of network security engineers
and covers key concepts such as application layer inspection for Strata and SASE products, differentiating
between slow and fast path packet inspection, and the use of decryption methods including SSL Forward
Proxy, SSL Inbound Inspection, SSH Proxy, and scenarios where no decryption is applied. It also
includes applying network hardening techniques like Content-ID, Zero Trust principles, User-ID (including
Cloud Identity Engine), Device-ID, and network zoning to enhance security on Strata and SASE
platforms.

Palo Alto Networks Network Security Professional Sample Questions (Q39-
Q44):
NEW QUESTION # 39 
Which procedure is most effective for maintaining continuity and security during a Prisma Access data plane software upgrade?

A. Back up configurations, schedule upgrades during off-peak hours, and use a phased approach rather than attempting a
network-wide rollout.
B. Perform the upgrade during peak business hours, quickly address any user-reported issues, and ensure immediate
troubleshooting post-rollout.
C. Use Strata Cloud Manager (SCM) to perform dynamic upgrades automatically and simultaneously across all locations at
once to ensure network-wide uniformity.
D. Disable all security features during the upgrade to prevent conflicts and re-enable them after completion to ensure a smooth
rollout process.

Answer: A
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Explanation:
The best practice for Prisma Access data plane upgrades involvesbacking up configurations, scheduling upgrades during off-peak
hours, and using a phased approachto minimize disruption and maintain continuity. As per the Palo Alto Networks documentation:
"To minimize disruptions, it is recommended to perform Prisma Access upgrades during non-business hours and in a phased manner,
starting with less critical sites to validate the process before moving to critical locations. Backup configurations and validate the
system's readiness to avoid data loss and maintain service continuity." (Source: Prisma Access Best Practices)

NEW QUESTION # 40 
In a distributed enterprise implementing Prisma SD-WAN, which configuration element should be implemented first to ensure
optimal traffic flow between remote sites and headquarters?

A. Configure static routes between all the branch offices.
B. Implement dynamic path selection using real-time performance metrics.
C. Deploy redundant ION devices at each location.
D. Enable split tunneling for all branch locations.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Dynamic path selectionis the foundation of SD-WAN, leveraging real-time performance data to dynamically route traffic over the
best available path.
"Dynamic path selection continuously monitors performance metrics (loss, latency, jitter) and makes real-time routing decisions to
ensure application SLAs are met across the WAN." (Source: Prisma SD-WAN Dynamic Path Selection) Establishing dynamic path
selection first ensures the rest of the SD-WAN optimizations (e.g., failover, QoS) work effectively.

NEW QUESTION # 41 
Which offering can be managed in both Panorama and Strata Cloud Manager (SCM)?

A. SaaS Security
B. Prisma SD-WAN
C. VM-Series Next-Generation Firewall (NGFW)
D. Autonomous Digital Experience Manager (ADEM)

Answer: C

Explanation:
TheVM-Series NGFWsare designed to integrate seamlessly with bothPanoramaandStrata Cloud Manager (SCM), allowing
administrators to managephysical and virtualfirewall deployments from either interface.
"You can manage VM-Series Next-Generation Firewalls using either Panorama for centralized management of all firewalls or Strata
Cloud Manager for cloud-based management, giving flexibility across hybrid environments." (Source: VM-Series Management
Options) Unified management flexibility is key for enterprises with hybrid or multi-cloud deployments.

NEW QUESTION # 42 
A network security engineer has created a Security policy in Prisma Access that includes a negated region in the source address.
Which configuration will ensure there is no connectivity loss due to the negated region?

A. Add all regions that contain private IP addresses to the source address.
B. Create a Security policy for the negated region with destination address "any".
C. Add a Dynamic Application Group to the Security policy.
D. Set the service to be application-default.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Negated source addressesexclude traffic from the specified region. To avoid accidental connectivity loss for trafficfrom that region,
create a separate Security policy toexplicitly permit it.
"When you use a negated region in a Security policy rule, ensure to create an additional Security policy to permit traffic from the
excluded (negated) region to avoid unintentional drops." (Source: Prisma Access Policy Best Practices) This ensuresexplicit



inclusivity for the excluded region, maintaining reliable connectivity.

NEW QUESTION # 43 
Which security profile provides real-time protection against threat actors who exploit the misconfigurations of DNS infrastructure
and redirect traffic to malicious domains?

A. URL Filtering
B. Antivirus
C. Vulnerability Protection
D. Anti-spyware

Answer: D

Explanation:
TheAnti-spyware profileincludes DNS-based protections like sinkholing and detection of DNS queries to malicious domains,
offering real-time protection against attacks that exploit DNS misconfigurations.
"The Anti-Spyware profile protects against DNS-based threats by sinkholing DNS queries to malicious domains and detecting
suspicious DNS activity, thus blocking data exfiltration and C2 communication." (Source: Anti-Spyware Profiles)

NEW QUESTION # 44
......
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