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Topic Details

e Planning and Installation: This section of the exam measures skills of XSIAM Engineers and covers the
planning, evaluation, and installation of Palo Alto Networks Cortex XSIAM components. It focuses on
assessing existing IT infrastructure, defining deployment requirements for hardware, software, and

Topic 1 mtegrations, and establishing commumnication needs for XSIAM architecture. Candidates must also

configure agents, Broker VM, and engines, along with managing user roles, permissions, and access

controls.

¢ Maintenance and Troubleshooting: This section of the exam measures skills of Security Operations
Engineers and covers post-deployment maintenance and troubleshooting of XSIAM components. It
Topic 2 includes managing exception configurations, updating software components such as XDR agents and
Broker VM, and diagnosing data ingestion, normalization, and parsing issues. Candidates must also
troubleshoot integrations, automation playbooks, and system performance to ensure operational reliability.

e Integration and Automation: This section of the exam measures skills of SITEM Engineers and focuses on
data onboarding and automation setup in XSIAM. It covers integrating diverse data sources such as
endpoint, network, cloud, and identity, configuring automation feeds like messaging, authentication, and

Topic 3
opre threat intelligence, and implementing Marketplace content packs. It also evaluates the ability to plan,
create, customize, and debug playbooks for efficient workflow automation.
¢ Content Optimization: This section of the exam measures skills of Detection Engineers and focuses on
refining XSIAM content and detection logic. It includes deploying parsing and data modeling rules for
Topic 4 normalization, managing detection rules based on correlation, IOCs, BIOCs, and attack surface

management, and optimizing incident and alert layouts. Candidates must also demonstrate proficiency in
creating custom dashboards and reporting tenplates to support operational visibility.

Palo Alto Networks XSIAM Engineer Sample Questions (Q236-Q241):

NEW QUESTION # 236
Which types of content may be included in a Marketplace content pack?

A. Scripts, playbooks, integrations, and correlation rules

B. Behavioral indicator of compromise (BIOC) rules, layouts, and custom dashboards
C. Integrations, playbooks, parsers, and server configuration keys

D. Predefined dashboards, indicators, and reports

Answer: A

Explanation:
A Marketplace content pack in Cortex XSIAM can include scripts, playbooks, integrations, and correlation rules. These packaged
content items extend platform functionality, automate workflows, and enhance detection and response capabilities.

NEW QUESTION # 237

A company is conducting a readiness assessment for XSIAM. Their existing security tooling includes an EDR solution, a traditional
SIEM, a network DLP, and a vulnerability management system The CISO wants to understand how XSIAM will 'displace’ or
'augment' these existing tools. Specifically, what is the XSIAM philosophy regarding integration with existing EDR solutions that are
NOT Cortex XDR, and how should this be factored into the evaluation?

e A. XSIAM can ingest data from third-party EDR solutions, but it will not provide the same level of granular control or native
threat prevention. The evaluation should prioritize native Cortex XDR deployment for full XSIAM efficacy.

B. XSIAM focuses solely on network and cloud telemetry, and EDR solutions (Cortex XDR or third-party) are considered
outside its core scope. The evaluation should treat EDR as a separate, complementary investment.

C. XSIAM integrates with third-party EDRs only through a "best-effort’ syslog ntegration, primarily for basic log aggregation,
and does not leverage their full telemetry. The evaluation should assume minimal benefit from non-Cortex XDR EDRs.

D. XSIAM's architecture is open and supports full bi-directional API integration with all major third-party EDR solutions,
providing equivalent capabilities to Cortex XDR. The evaluation should plan for a phased integration.

e E. XSIAM is designed to replace all existing security tools. The evaluation should focus on migrating all EDR functionality to



Cortex XDR immediately.
Answer: A

Explanation:

XSIAM is designed for comprehensive threat detection and response, with Cortex XDR as its native endpoint component. While
XSIAM can ingest logs from some third-party EDR solutions (often via syslog or a specialized connector), it cannot achieve the
same depth of telemetry, real-time prevention capabilities, or granular response actions that Cortex XDR provides within the
XSIAM ecosystem. The evaluation should recognize that maximum XSIAM efficacy, especially for endpoint security, is achieved
with Cortex XDR. Third-party EDR integration will provide some visibility but not the full XDR capabilities. Therefore, a strategic
decision is needed: either phase out the existing EDR for Cortex XDR or acknowledge the limitations when relying on third-party
EDR for endpoint visibility within XSTAM.

NEW QUESTION # 238

An XSIAM deployment team is evaluating the ingestion of AWS CloudTrail logs. The current strategy involves pulling logs from an
S3 bucket. However, the security team expresses concerns about the potential for log tampering or integrity issues before ingestion
into XSIAM. Which of the following XSIAM capabilities and AWS features should be leveraged to address these concerns
effectively?

e A Utilize AWS WAF to protect the S3 bucket from unauthorized access, and configare AWS CloudWatch Alarms for S3
access anomalies.

¢ B. Configure S3 bucket policies to deny public access and enable S3 object versioning to recover from accidental deletions.

¢ C. Enable CloudTrail log file integrity validation within AWS, and ensure the XSIAM CloudTrail data collector is configured
to verify these integrity checks.

e D. Implement AWS KMS encryption for the S3 bucket where CloudTrail logs are stored, and use S3 Transfer Acceleration
for faster uploads.

¢ E. Store CloudTrail logs in Amazon Glacier Deep Archive to reduce storage costs, relying on Glacier's immutability for
integrity.

Answer: C

Explanation:

CloudTrail log file mtegrity validation is specifically designed to detect if a log file has been modified or deleted after CloudTrail
delivers it to your S3 bucket. XSIAM's CloudTrail collector is designed to leverage and verify these integrity checks, ensuring the
data ingested is authentic and untampered. While other options contribute to security, only B directly addresses log tampering and

NEW QUESTION # 239

A company is evaluating its existing network infrastructure for XSIAM deployment. They currently use a mix of Cisco ASA
firewalls, Palo Alto Networks Next-Generation Firewalls (NGFWs), and various third-party network devices. To maximize
XSIAM's Network Detection and Response (NDR) capabilities, what specific types of data should the team prioritize for ingestion
from these network devices, and what considerations are paramount for efficient data collection?

¢ A. Authentication logs from RADIUS/TACACS+ servers and VPN connection logs. Efficient collection is achieved by
mtegrating XSIAM with the authentication servers via LDAP.

e B. SNMP traps for device status and configuration changes are paramount. Efficient collection involves polling devices every
5 minutes via SNMP.

e C. Only firewall logs (traffic, threat, URL filtering) from Palo Alto Networks NGFWs are required. Efficient collection
requires enabling only critical security logs.

e D. NetFlow/IPFIX records, DNS query logs, DHCP logs, and proxy logs are crucial firom all network devices. Consideration
for efficient collection is to use syslog forwarding fromall devices directly to XSIAM cloud collectors.

e E. Detailed packet captures (PCAP) from network taps are essential for all traffic. Efficient collection requires deploying high-
capacity storage appliances on- premise.

Answer: D

Explanation:
XSIAM's NDR capabilities thrive on diverse network telemetry. NetFlow/IPFIX provides critical flow information, DNS logs reveal
commumnication patterns, DHCP logs track IP assignments, and proxy logs detail web activity. These datasets are fundamental for



detecting anomalies, command and control, and data exfiltration. While firewall logs are important, a broader set of network
telemetry significantly enhances XSIAM's detection capabilities. Sending data directly to XSIAM cloud collectors (via secure
channels, often requiring a collector appliance for on- premise sources) is the efficient method for large-scale ingestion.

NEW QUESTION # 240

A security engineer notices that in the past week ingestion has spiked significantly. Upon investigating the anomaly, it is determined
that a custom application developed in-house caused the spike. The custom application is sending syslog to the Broker VM Syslog
Collector applet. The engineer consults with the SOC analyst, who determines that 90% of the logs from the custom application are
not used.

‘What can the engineer configure to reduce the ingestion?

A. Correlation rule on the Cortex XSIAM server to drop the unnecessary data
B. Data model rule to map the useful data

C. Parsing rule to drop the unnecessary data at the Broker VM

D. Data model rule to drop the unnecessary data

Answer: C

Explanation:

To reduce ingestion from the custom application, the engineer should configure a parsing rule on the Broker VM. Parsing rules can
be set to drop unnecessary data before it is ingested into Cortex XSIAM, preventing wasteful log volume and optimizing system
efficiency.

NEW QUESTION # 241
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