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Palo Alto Networks NetSec-Pro Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Network Security Fundamentals: This section of the exam measures skills of network security engineers
and covers key concepts such as application layer inspection for Strata and SASE products, differentiating
between slow and fast path packet inspection, and the use of decryption methods including SSL Forward
Proxy, SSL Inbound Inspection, SSH Proxy, and scenarios where no decryption is applied. It also
includes applying network hardening techniques like Content-ID, Zero Trust principles, User-ID (including
Cloud Identity Engine), Device-ID, and network zoning to enhance security on Strata and SASE
platforms.

Topic 2

GFW and SASE Solution Maintenance and Configuration: This domain evaluates the skills of network
security administrators in maintaining and configuring Palo Alto Networks hardware firewalls, VM-Series,
CN-Series, and Cloud NGFWs. It includes managing security policies, profiles, updates, and upgrades. It
also covers adding, configuring, and maintaining Prisma SD-WAN including initial setup, pathing,
monitoring, and logging. Maintaining and configuring Prisma Access with security policies, profiles,
updates, upgrades, and monitoring is also assessed.
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Topic 3

Infrastructure Management and CDSS: This section tests the abilities of security operations specialists and
infrastructure managers in maintaining and configuring Cloud-Delivered Security Services (CDSS) including
security policies, profiles, and updates. It includes managing IoT security with device IDs and monitoring,
as well as Enterprise Data Loss Prevention and SaaS Security focusing on data encryption, access control,
and logging. It also covers maintenance and configuration of Strata Cloud Manager and Panorama for
network security environments including supported products, device addition, reporting, and configuration
management.

Topic 4

Connectivity and Security: This part measures the skills of network engineers and security analysts in
maintaining and configuring network security across on-premises, cloud, and hybrid environments. It
covers network segmentation, security and network policies, monitoring, logging, and certificate
management. It also includes maintaining connectivity and security for remote users through remote access
solutions, network segmentation, security policy tuning, monitoring, logging, and certificate usage to ensure
secure and reliable remote connections.

Topic 5

NGFW and SASE Solution Functionality: This part assesses the knowledge of firewall administrators and
network architects on the functions of various Palo Alto Networks firewalls including Cloud NGFWs, PA-
Series, CN-Series, and VM-Series. It covers perimeter and core security, zone security and segmentation,
high availability, security and NAT policy implementation, as well as monitoring and logging. Additionally, it
includes the functionality of Prisma SD-WAN with WAN optimization, path and NAT policies, zone-
based firewall, and monitoring, plus Prisma Access features such as remote user and network
configuration, application access, policy enforcement, and logging. It also evaluates options for managing
Strata and SASE solutions through Panorama and Strata Cloud Manager.
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Palo Alto Networks Network Security Professional Sample Questions (Q25-
Q30):
NEW QUESTION # 25 
When a firewall acts as an application-level gateway (ALG), what does it require in order to establish a connection?

A. Payload
B. Pinholes
C. Dynamic IP and Port (DIPP)
D. Session Initiation Protocol (SIP)

Answer: A

Explanation:
An ALG is designed to inspect and modify the payload of application-layer protocols (like SIP, FTP, etc.) to manage dynamic port
allocations and session information.
Application Layer Gateways (ALGs) inspect the payload of certain protocols to dynamically manage sessions that use dynamic port
assignments. By modifying payloads, the ALG ensures that NAT and security policies are correctly applied.

NEW QUESTION # 26 
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How does Strata Logging Service help resolve ever-increasing log retention needs for a company using Prisma Access?

A. It can scale to meet the capacity needs of new locations as business grows.
B. Log traffic using the licensed bandwidth purchased for Prisma Access reduces overhead.
C. Automatic selection of physical data storage regions decreases adoption time.
D. It increases resilience due to decentralized collection and storage of logs.

Answer: A

Explanation:
TheStrata Logging Serviceoffersscalable log storageto accommodate data growth, which ensures organizations can retain logs for
compliance and threat hunting as their environments expand.
"The Strata Logging Service is designed to scale dynamically to accommodate growing log retention needs, allowing enterprises to
maintain comprehensive visibility as they expand their network footprint." (Source: Strata Logging Service Overview)

NEW QUESTION # 27 
In a Prisma SD-WAN environment experiencing voice quality degradation, which initial action is recommended?

A. Switch all VoIP traffic to backup paths.
B. Request an RMA of the ION devices.
C. Immediately modify path quality thresholds.
D. Review real-time analytics of path performance.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Voice quality issues in SD-WAN deployments are typically linked to path performance metrics (latency, jitter, packet loss).
Reviewing real-time analytics helps pinpoint root causes and appropriate mitigation.
When experiencing performance issues, the first step is to analyze real-time performance data.
Prisma SD-WAN provides path quality analytics to identify degradation and ensure informed troubleshooting.
This data-driven approach avoids unnecessary configuration changes.

NEW QUESTION # 28 
After a firewall is associated with Strata Cloud Manager (SCM), which two additional actions are required to enable management of
the firewall from SCM? (Choose two.)

A. Install a device certificate.
B. Configure NTP and DNS servers for the firewall.
C. Deploy a service connection for each branch site and connect with SCM.
D. Configure a Security policy allowing "stratacloudmanager.paloaltonetworks.com" for all users.

Answer: A,B

Explanation:
To fully manage a firewall from Strata Cloud Manager (SCM), it's essential to establish trust and ensure reliable connectivity:
Configure NTP and DNS servers
The firewall must have accurate time (NTP) and name resolution (DNS) to securely communicate with SCM and related cloud
services.
"To ensure successful management, configure the firewall's NTP and DNS settings to synchronize time and resolve domain names
such as stratacloudmanager.paloaltonetworks.com." (Source: SCM Onboarding Requirements) Install a device certificate A device
certificate authenticates the firewall's identity when connecting to SCM.
"The device certificate authenticates the firewall to Palo Alto Networks cloud services, including SCM. It's a fundamental
requirement to establish secure connectivity." (Source: Device Certificates) These steps ensuretrust, secure communication, and
successful onboarding into SCM.

NEW QUESTION # 29 
Which products can be managed by both SCM and Panorama? (Choose two)



A. Prisma SD-WAN ION
B. Cortex Data Lake
C. CN-Series
D. VM-Series

Answer: C,D

Explanation:
CN-Series is the containerized NGFW for Kubernetes environments, and VM-Series is the virtualized firewall for cloud and
virtualization platforms. Both management platforms support centralized policy and device management for these Next-Generation
Firewall products.

NEW QUESTION # 30
......
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