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CIPS L5SM1 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic

Details

Topic 1

¢ Understand and Apply Approaches to Planning and Managing Work Groups or Teamns: This section of the

exam measures skills of Team Leaders and covers the dynamics and effectiveness of work groups or
tearrs. Candidates are tested on understanding group vision, values, noris, and alignment, as well as
formal and informal group structures. The syllabus includes strategies for developing effective teams, team
roles, self-managed teams, virtual team management, diversity benefits, and conflict management. It also
assesses knowledge of team development, learning integration, role congruence, and approaches for

mergng, disbanding, or changing teans.

Topic 2

Understand, Analyse, and Apply Management and Organisational Approaches: This section of the exam
measures skills of Operations Managers and covers the understanding and evaluation of organisational
behaviour and management approaches. It assesses knowledge of individual and team behaviour,
organisational structures, and the psychological contract, as well as factors like STEEPLED influences.
Candidates are tested on traditional and contemporary management approaches, including administrative,
scientific, and human relations methods, as well as postmodermism, socio-technical systens, and distributed
leadership. The role of individuals, teams, and organisational culture in shaping behaviour is also evaluated.
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o Assess the Application of Management Concepts and Principles in a Procurement and Supply Function:
This section of the exam measures skills of Procurement Managers and focuses on applying management
principles within procurement and supply operations. Candidates are tested on aligning team knowledge,
skills, and behaviours with organisational strategy, defining the scope of operations, and developing tears.

Topic 3 The syllabus also includes managing stakeholder relationships, building trust, promoting collaboration,

fostering a culture of learning, sharing procurement knowledge, professional development, and the

importance of personal behaviours such as unbiased decision-making, communication, creativity, and
reflective practice to enhance procurement and supply effectiveness.

¢ Understand and Apply Approaches to Managing Individuals: This section of the exam measures skills of
HR Managers and focuses on managing individual behaviour effectively. It examines how differences in
behavioural characteristics affect management style and approach, highlighting diversity, emotional
mtelligence, and assessment techniques for development. The section also covers the creation and
management of knowledge, formal and informal learning processes, cognitive and behavioural learning
theories, motivation theories including intrinsic and extrinsic factors, and factors influencing job satisfaction
such as job design, collaboration, and flexible working arrangements.

Topic 4
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New L5M1 Braindumps Files - New LSM1 Exam Duration

In modern society, we are busy every day. So the individual time is limited. The fact is that if you are determined to learn, nothing
can stop you! You are lucky enough to come across our LSM1 exam materials. We can help you improve in the shortest time on the
L5MI exam. Even you do not know anything about the LSM1 Exam. It absolutely has no problem. You just need to accept about
twenty to thirty hours' guidance, it is easy for you to take part in the exam. As you can see, our LSM1 practice exam will not occupy
too much tie.

CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q31-Q36):

NEW QUESTION # 31

Sayed manages a team of 3 procurement assistants within a window fabrication company - Glassy Bits Ltd. The company has been
operating for 30 years and the procurement team is still paper-based. The three members of staff have been with the company for at
least 10 years and are very comfortable with the way things operate. To procure items such as PVC plastic and glass to make the
windows they usually phone suppliers and send paper POs which Sayed approves with a physical signature. Sayed believes
efficiencies can be gained from 'going digital and introducing e-procurement systers. He is worried at how the team may react to
such a big change. Discuss the emotional stages that the team may go through when experiencing this change, and how Sayed should
act in order to help navigate the team through the change. (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

‘When major change is introduced, employees often experience strong emotions. The Change Curve, based on Elisabeth Kubler-
Ross's grief model, describes the stages staff may go through when faced with organisational change.

The first stage is Shock/Denial. The procurement assistants may initially resist the idea of e-procurement, insisting that the paper-
based system "has always worked." Sayed should communicate openly about why the change is needed and provide clear facts
about its benefits.

The second stage is Anger/Resistance. Staff may feel threatened, fearing loss of control or concern that they will not have the skills to
manage digital systemrs. They may conplain or openly resist. At this point, Sayed should listen empathetically, address concerns, and
provide reassurance that training and support will be available.

The third stage is Exploration/Acceptance. Gradually, staff begin to see potential benefits, such as less paperwork and faster
processes. Curiosity grows, and employees start experimenting with the new system Here, Sayed should encourage participation,
offer pilot training, and allow staff to test the systemin a safe environment.

The fourth stage is Commitment/Integration. Once staff feel competent and confident, they fully adopt the change. At this stage,
Sayed should reinforce the success, recognise achievements, and celebrate improvements, such as reduced errors or faster ordering.
How Sayed Should Act:
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Communicate clearly - explain why digitalisation is important (efficiency, accuracy, competitiveness).

Provide training and support - ensure assistants feel capable of using the new e-procurement tools.

Involve the team - allow staff to give feedback on system design or pilot trials to increase buy-in.

Be empathetic and patient - acknowledge fears and provide reassurance during resistance.

Reinforce success - highlight early wins and show how the change benefits both the team and the organisation.

Conclusion:

The team is likely to experience stages of shock, anger, exploration, and eventual commitment as they move through the change
curve. Sayed must act as a supportive leader by communicating openly, offering training, involving staff, and recognising progress.
This approach will help the team transition smoothly to e-procurement and ensure the change is successful.

NEW QUESTION # 32
Explain what is meant by a heterogeneous / diverse workforce and explain one personality model that a manager could use to
investigate the personalities within his/her team (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

A heterogeneous or diverse workforce refers to a group of employees with varied characteristics, backgrounds, and perspectives.
Diversity can relate to visible differences such as age, gender, ethnicity, or disability, as well as invisible factors like personality,
values, experiences, and thinking styles. A diverse workforce is valuable because it brings multiple perspectives, creativity, and
mnovation, which can inmprove decision-making and problentsolving. However, it can also create challenges in communication,
conflict management, and team cohesion if not managed effectively.

In procurement and supply management, diversity can mean having team members from different professional disciplines, cultural
backgrounds, or experience levels. This mix can lead to better supplier negotiations, innovation in category strategies, and greater
sensitivity to global ethical standards. For managers, the challenge lies in understanding and leveraging individual differences to build
cohesive, high-performing teans.

One useful personality model for understanding team members is the Big Five Personality Traits (OCEAN model). This model is
widely accepted in psychology and provides a framework for identifying personality differences across five dimensions:

Openness to Experience - measures creativity, curiosity, and willingness to try new things. In procurement, high openness could
support innovation in supplier strategies.

Conscientiousness - relates to organisation, responsibility, and dependability. A conscientious buyer is likely to follow compliance
rules and deliver accurate work.

Extraversion - reflects sociability, assertiveness, and energy. Extroverts may excel in supplier negotiations and stakeholder
engagement.

Agreeableness - indicates cooperation, empathy, and trust. Highly agreeable individuals may be effective in collaboration but could
avoid conflict even when necessary.

Neuroticism (Emotional Stability) - refers to sensitivity to stress and emotional control. Low neuroticism (high stability) is ideal in
high-pressure procurement negotiations.

By applying this model, a manager can gain insights into the personalities of their team, allocate roles effectively, and provide tailored
support. For example, a procurement leader may assign highly conscientious individuals to compliance-heavy processes, while
extroverts may be placed in supplier-facing roles.

The use of the Big Five also helps managers balance team dynamics, identify potential conflict, and design training or coaching
mterventions. Understanding personality traits supports motivation strategies (e.g., Herzberg, Maslow), builds stronger
comnunication, and enhances trust within diverse tears.

In conclusion, a heterogeneous workforce brings significant benefits but requires skilful management to harness its potential. The Big
Five Personality Traits provide a structured and evidence-based tool for understanding individuals, enabling managers to lead diverse
tearms more effectively and align strengths with organisational goals.

NEW QUESTION # 33
What is meant by the 'systems approach’ and 'contingency approach' to management? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:



Theories of management provide different ways of understanding how organisations can be led effectively. Two important
perspectives are the systems approach and the contingency approach. Both move beyond early "one best way" classical theories
and instead highlight the complexity and adaptability required in modern organisations.

The systems approach views the organisation as an integrated whole made up of interdependent subsystems such as HR, finance,
operations and procurement. It is based on systems theory, seeing organisations as "open systens" that interact with their external
environment. Inputs such as people, information and resources are transformed into outputs such as products, services and
stakeholder value. Feedback loops are essential to monitor performance and make adjustments. The key idea is synergy - the whole
is greater than the sum of the parts. For example, in procurement, sourcing decisions influence not only supplier performance but also
finance (budgets), operations (continuity), and CSR (sustainability). A systems approach ensures that procurement strategies are
aligned to wider organisational goals and continuous improvement.

The contingency approach develops this idea further, arguing that there is no universal way to manage. Instead, the best approach
depends on situational factors such as environment, size, technology, or workforce capability. It rejects "one-size-fits-all" rules and
stresses that management must adapt. For example, in a stable market, a hierarchical structure with formal rules may work well,
whereas in volatile markets, flexible and decentralised decision-making is more effective. In procurement, this could mean using strict
process controls for routine, low-value iterns, but adopting agile, collaborative approaches when managing strategic supplier
partnerships in uncertain global supply chains.

In comparison, the systens approach gives managers a holistic view of how different parts of the organisation connect and interact
with the external environment, while the contingency approach emphasises adaptability and situational leadership. Together, they
suggest that effective managers need both a broad systens perspective and the ability to tailor their approach depending on context.
In conclusion, the systems approach stresses coordination, integration and feedback across the organisation, while the contingency
approach stresses flexibility and the idea that "it depends." Both are highly relevant to procurement and supply leaders who must
integrate across functions and adapt strategies to dynamic and uncertain supply environments.

NEW QUESTION # 34

Caleb is the newly appointed CEO of Star Fish Limited, a company that manufactures and installs gym equipment. The company
employs 100 people and has dedicated teans for Finance, Product Development and Procurement. Some staff work from the office
and some staff work remotely from home. Contrast and provide an example of a formal and informal group that may form at this
organisation. What factors should Caleb be aware of that can contribute to group formations? (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Formal vs Informal Groups (10-12 marks):

Formal groups are those deliberately created by management to achieve organisational objectives. They have defined structures,
roles, and reporting lines. In Star Fish Ltd, examples include the Procurement Team, responsible for sourcing suppliers and managing
contracts. This group has clear goals, formal leadership, and measurable outputs.

By contrast, informal groups arise naturally among employees based on social interactions, common interests, or personal
relationships. They are not officially sanctioned but strongly influence behaviour. At Star Fish Ltd, an example could be a fitness club
of employees who exercise together during breaks or a WhatsApp group among remote workers who support each other socially.
These groups provide belonging and morale but may also resist management decisions if excluded.

Factors Influencing Group Formation (12-15 marks):

Common goals and tasks - People working on shared objectives, such as the Product Development Team working on new gym
equipment, naturally form groups.

Geography and work arrangements - Staff working remotely may form virtual support groups, while office-based staff bond more
through daily interactions.

Shared interests and values - Enployees passionate about fitness or sustamability may form informal networks within the company.
Friendship and social needs - Based on Maslow's hierarchy, people seek belonging. Friendships often develop into informal groups.
Leadership and influence - Charismatic or respected individuals may attract followers, leading to informal group formation around
their personality.

Organisational culture - A collaborative culture encourages group formation for teamwork, while a competitive culture may create
cliques or rival groups.

Technology and commumication platforms - With remote work, online groups (Teans, Slack, WhatsApp) facilitate informal
nteraction and knowledge sharing,

Conclusion:

At Star Fish Ltd, formal groups like the Procurement Department are designed to deliver organisational objectives, while informal
groups such as fitness clubs or virtual chat groups form naturally. Caleb must recognise that both types of groups are powerful.
Formal groups deliver results, but informal groups influence morale, motivation, and resistance to change. By understanding the
factors driving group formation, Caleb can harness both to build cohesion, encourage collaboration, and support the organisation's



SucCCess.

NEW QUESTION # 35
Explain the 2 factor hygiene theory' of motivation and how this can affect the motivation of employees within an organisation (25
points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

The Two-Factor Hygiene Theory, developed by Frederick Herzberg, explains what drives employee satisfaction and dissatisfaction
at work. Herzberg argued that there are two categories of factors that affect motivation.

The first category is Hygiene Factors. These are extrinsic elements such as pay, working conditions, company policies, job security
and supervision. Ifthese are poor or absent, employees become dissatisfied. However, their presence alone does not create
motivation - they simply prevent dissatisfaction. For exanmple, in procurement, if buyers do not have fair pay or adequate systens,
they will feel frustrated, but improving pay alone will not guarantee enthusiasm or creativity.

The second category is Motivators. These are intrinsic to the job itself, such as achievement, recognition, responsibility,
advancement, and personal growth. When present, these factors actively increase motivation and job satisfaction. For instance,
giving a procurement professional ownership of a supplier relationship, recognising their success in a negotiation, or offering training
opportunities can significantly boost motivation.

The impact of Herzberg's theory on motivation is significant. Managers cannot rely only on hygiene factors like pay and working
conditions to motivate staff. These need to be in place to avoid dissatisfaction, but true motivation comes from providing meaningful
work, opportunities for growth, and recognition.

In practice, this means managers should:

Ensure hygiene factors are adequate (fair pay, safe environment, supportive policies).

Focus on motivators such as giving responsibility, offering progression pathways, and recognising achieverment.

Design jobs with variety and challenge, rather than only repetitive tasks.

Encourage intrinsic motivation through empowerment and involverment in decision-making.

In procurement and supply, applying Herzberg's theory could mean ensuring staff have reliable systems and clear processes
(hygiene), while also providing opportunities to lead supplier negotiations, recognise cost savings achieverments, or involve staff in
strategic sourcing projects (motivators).

In conclusion, Herzberg's Two-Factor Theory shows that avoiding dissatisfaction through hygiene factors is not enough. Managers
must also provide motivators to create true engagement and drive performance. For procurement leaders, balancing both sets of
factors is essential for building high-performing, motivated tears.

NEW QUESTION # 36
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