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APA American Institute of Certified Planners Exam 2 € AICP 3R 5 [ /&
(Q49-Q54):

H #49
‘What process mnvolves partnering with public, private, and non-profit sectors to develop physical improvements based on the unique

arts and culture attributes of a commumity?

e A. Scenario planning
¢ B. Design charrette
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¢ C. Public realm activation
¢ D. Creative placemaking

IEf#: D
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Creative placemaking involves collaboration between public, private, and non-profit sectors to leverage a community's arts and
cultural assets for physical improvements, enhancing community identity and vitality.

Option A (creative placemaking) matches this description. The APA'SAICP Certification Exam Content Outline(2022), under
"Areas of Practice," defines creative placemaking as "a process that partners with multiple sectors to use arts and culture for
community development and physical improvements." Option B (public realm activation) focuses on activating public spaces but not
specifically through arts. Option C (design charrette) is a participatory design process, not necessarily arts-focused. Option D
(scenario planning) is a strategic tool, not a development process. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) states, "Creative placemaking uses
arts and culture through multi-sector partnerships to create physical improvements," supporting option A.

References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual (2024), APA PAS Report on Creative
Placemaking.

HMA #50
Orne of your city's most diverse zip codes is located in the subarea targeted for the next neighborhood plan. To increase early
involverment among the diverse population of this community, the planner should:

A. Attend meetings of local organizations in advance of the planning process starting.

B. Invite a diverse set of community leaders to a public hearing at city hall

C. Hold a charrette at the local middle school in the planning process.

D. Send a multi-lingual brochure to registered voters in the community about the planning process.
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Early involvement in a diverse community requires building trust and understanding the commumity's needs before formal planning
activities begin. Attending meetings of local organizations (option D) allows planners to engage directly with residents, understand
their concerns, and establish relationships, which is critical for meaningful participation. TheAICP Code of Ethics and Professional
Conduct(2022) emphasizes under Section A, Principle 1(f), that planners should "seek social justice by working to expand choice
and opportunity for all persons, recognizing a special responsibility to plan for the needs of the disadvantaged and to promote racial
and economic integration." This principle supports proactive engagement with diverse groups. Additionally, the APA'sPlanning for
Equity Policy Guide(2019) recommends "engaging with community organizations early to build trust," especially in diverse areas, as a
best practice for inclusive planning, Options A, B, and C, while useful later, are less effective for early involvement: charrettes (A)
and public hearings (B) are typically later-stage activities, and brochures (C) lack the direct interaction needed to build trust.
References: AICP Code of Ethics (2022), APA Planning for Equity Policy Guide (2019), APA AICP Certification Exam Content
Outline (2022).

ER #51

Scenario

You are responsible for recommending contracts to the city council. Your immediate supervisor has asked you to prepare a
recommendation for a large contract for an individual you know is a good fiiend of your supervisor. After reviewing the contract,
you conclude that the contract amount is not commensurate with the scope of work provided. You believe the contract is a waste of
taxpayer dollars if it were to be granted. What might you do if your supervisor pressures you for a favorable recommendation?

Ef#:
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See the solution below

Explanation

If'you have any doubt about your conclusion, you might present the situation to a mentor or to a planner who is not involved in the
situation (in another jurisdiction, for example) to discuss it. (Rule of Conduct 18) Planners are responsible to their employers; you
might go to your supervisor with clear information on which your analysis was based, such as prices asked by other consultants for
similar work, and point out your concerns. Your supervisor may appreciate your honesty and professionalism and accept your
recommendation.

Should you be required to falsify your recommendation, other options might be to "blow the whistle" or to go to an attorney. If



supervisor is member of AICP, file an ethics charge against your supervisor (Procedure 5) or ask for an advisory ruling about your
own conduct (Procedure 3)

H #52

An AICP planner, working in a public agency, is reviewing site plan applications when they notice that many of the applicants are
checking the box marked "no new surface water runoff." The planner knows, based on the site plans, that most of these projects
feature new parking lots, increasing runoff into nearby lakes. The planner reports this to their supervisor, also AICP, who tells the
planner to simply accept what the applicants are saying. According to the AICP Code of Ethics, what should the planner do?

e A Tell the supervisor this would be an ethical violation to knowingly provide inaccurate information and refuse to sign off on
the permits.

¢ B. Tella reporter fiiend this type of fraudulent activity is why area lakes are being polluted, hoping a news article will change
public policies.

¢ (. Threaten to file an ethics misconduct complaint unless the supervisor agrees to flrther investigate the matter.

¢ D. Request a written advisory opinion from AICP's Ethics Officer.

EfE: A
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TheAICP Code of Ethics and Professional Conduct(2022) emphasizes integrity and accuracy in planning work. Section B, Rule of
Conduct 1 states, "We shall not deliberately...commit a wrongful act...which reflects adversely on our professional fitness," and Rule
3 states, "We shall not...knowingly provide inaccurate information." The planner's knowledge that the site plans will increase runoff
contradicts the applicants' claims, and accepting this without action would be knowingly providing naccurate information, violating
these rules. Option A (telling the supervisor this is an ethical violation and refusing to sign off) aligns with the planner's duty to uphold
integrity and avoid wrongful acts. Option B (leaking to a reporter) violates Rule 10, which prohibits "public disclosure of confidential
mformation" without authorization.

Option C (requesting an advisory opinion) is a valid step but not the first action, as the planner must address the issue directly with
the supervisor first. Option D (threatening an ethics complaint) is premature and confrontational, not aligned with the Code's
emphasis on professional resolution. TheCPC Study Manual (2024) reinforces that planners must "act with integrity and
correctinaccuracies,” supporting option A.

References: AICP Code of Ethics (2022), CPC Study Manual (2024), APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022).

B #53
The movement of cotton textile mills from New England to the South represented a trade-off between outlays for:

A. Labor and land.

B. Labor and transport.
C. Rent and transport.
D. Fuel and rent.

EfE: A
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The migration of cotton textile mills from New England to the South in the late 19th and early 20th centuries was driven by cost
advantages, primarily lower labor and land costs in the South. Option C (labor and land) reflects this trade-offmills moved to access
cheaper non-unionized labor and more affordable land, despite potential increases in transport costs. The APA'sAICP Certification
Exam Content Outline(2022), under

"Fundamental Planning Knowledge," states, "The movement of textile mills to the South was a trade-off between high labor and land
costs in New England and lower costs in the South." Options A, B, and D (involving rent, fuel, transport) were less significant
factors. TheCPC Study Manual(2024) confirns, "Mills moved South for cheaper labor and land, accepting other cost trade-offs,"
supporting option C.

References: APA AICP Certification Exam Content Outline (2022), CPC Study Manual (2024), APA PAS Report on Industrial
Migration.

HR #54
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