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Databricks Certified Data Engineer Associate Exam Sample Questions (Q36-
Q41):
NEW QUESTION # 36 
In which of the following file formats is data from Delta Lake tables primarily stored?

A. Delta
B. A proprietary, optimized format specific to Databricks
C. JSON
D. CSV
E. Parquet

Answer: E

NEW QUESTION # 37 
A data engineer is setting up a new Databricks pipeline that ingests clickstream events from Kafka and daily product catalogs from
cloud object storage. To ensure auditability and easy reprocessing, the engineer wants to land all source data first. Later stages will
handle cleaning, deduplication, and business modeling before the data is used in dashboards.
Which approach aligns with Medallion Architecture principles?

A. Land both sources in Gold with denormalized star schemas to optimize BI while retaining full source fidelity
B. Land both sources in the Bronze layer append-only with minimal validation, then build Silver/Gold downstream for quality
and analytics
C. Land both sources directly into the Silver layer with schema enforcement and deduplication to reduce downstream
complexity
D. Land streaming events from Kafka in Silver and the product catalog directly in Gold to minimize layers for batch data

Answer: B

Explanation:
Databricks describes the Bronze layer in the Medallion Architecture as the raw ingestion layer , where source data is landed with
minimal validation or transformation so that the original records are preserved for auditability and reprocessing. This is especially
important for sources like Kafka clickstream events and file-based product catalogs, because downstream logic such as cleansing,
deduplication, conformance, and business modeling should happen later in Silver and Gold layers. Bronze data is commonly stored
in an append-only pattern and may include basic ingestion metadata, but it should not be heavily transformed at this stage.
Databricks explicitly recommends limiting cleanup and validation in Bronze and using Silver for validation and deduplication. That
makes option C the best match to Databricks guidance. Options A, B, and D all skip or misuse the Bronze layer, which reduces
traceability and makes recovery or replay harder if business logic changes later.
=========

NEW QUESTION # 38 
In a healthcare provider organization using Delta Lake to store electronic health records (EHRs), a data analyst needs to analyze a
snapshot of the patient_records table from two weeks ago before some recent data corrections were applied. What approach
should the Data Engineer take to allow the analyst to query that specific prior version?

A. Truncate the table to remove all data, then reload the data from two weeks ago into the truncated table for the analyst to
query.
B. Use the VACUUMcommand to remove all versions of the table older than two weeks, then the analyst can query the
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remaining version.
C. Restore the table to the version from two weeks ago using the RESTOREcommand, and have the analyst query the
restored table.
D. Identify the version number corresponding to two weeks ago from the Delta transaction log, share that version number
with the analyst to query using VERSION AS OF syntax, or export that version to a new Delta table for the analyst to query.

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 39 
A data engineer is developing an ETL process based on Spark SQL. The execution fails. The data engineer checks the Spark Ul
and can see the ERRORS as follows:
Which two corrective actions should the data engineer perform to resolve this issue?
Choose 2 answers - (Q) Narrow the filters in order to collect less data in the query

A. Upsize the worker nodes and activate autoshuffle partitions
B. Upsize the driver node and deactivate autoshuffle partitions
C. Fix the shuffle partitions to 50 to ensure the allocation
D. Cache the dataset in order to boost the query performance

Answer: A,B

NEW QUESTION # 40 
A data analysis team has noticed that their Databricks SQL queries are running too slowly when connected to their always-on SQL
endpoint. They claim that this issue is present when many members of the team are running small queries simultaneously. They ask
the data engineering team for help. The data engineering team notices that each of the team's queries uses the same SQL endpoint.
Which of the following approaches can the data engineering team use to improve the latency of the team's queries?

A. They can increase the cluster size of the SQL endpoint.
B. They can increase the maximum bound of the SQL endpoint's scaling range.
C. They can turn on the Serverless feature for the SQL endpoint and change the Spot Instance Policy to "Reliability
Optimized."
D. They can turn on the Serverless feature for the SQL endpoint.
E. They can turn on the Auto Stop feature for the SQL endpoint.

Answer: B

Explanation:
https://community.databricks.com/t5/data-engineering/sequential-vs-concurrency-optimization-questions-from-query/td-p/36696

NEW QUESTION # 41
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