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Topic Details

e Analyse and apply financial and performance measures that can affect the supply chain: This section of the
exammeasures the skills of procurement and supply chain managers and covers financial and non-financial
metrics used to evaluate supply chain performance. It addresses performance calculations related to cost,

Topic 1 time, and customer satisfaction, as well as financial efficiency indicators such as ROCE, IRR, and NPV.

The section evaluates how stakeholder feedback influences performance and how feedback mechanisms

can shape continuous improvement.
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¢ Understand and apply financial techniques that affect supply chains: This section of the exam measures the
skills of procurement and supply chain managers and covers financial concepts that impact supply chains. It
explores the role of financial management in areas like working capital, project funding, WACC, and
mvestment financing, The section also examines how currency fluctuations affect procurement, including the
use of foreign exchange tools like forward contracts and derivative instruments.

Topic 2

¢ Understand and apply tools and techniques to measure and develop contract performance in procurement
and supply: This section of the exam measures the skills of procurement and supply chain managers and
covers how to apply tools and key performance indicators (KPIs) to monitor and improve contract

Topic 3 performance. It emphasizes the evaluation of metrics like cost, quality, delivery, safety, and ESG elements

n supplier relationships. Candidates will explore data sources and analysis methods to improve

performance, including innovations, time-to-market measures, and ROL

¢ Understand and apply the concept of strategic sourcing: This section of the exam measures the skills of
procurement and supply chain managers and covers the strategic considerations behind sourcing decisions.
It includes an assessment of market factors such as industry dynamics, pricing, supplier financials, and ESG
concerns. The section explores sourcing options and trade-offs, such as contract types, competition, and

supply chain visibility.

Topic 4

CIPS Advanced Contract & Financial Management Sample Questions (Q12-
Q17):

NEW QUESTION # 12
ABC Ltd wishes to inplement a new comnumnication plan with various stakeholders. How could ABC go about doing this? (25
points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the answer in Explanation below:

Explanation:

To implement a new communication plan with stakeholders, ABC Ltd can follow a structured approach to ensure clarity,
engagement, and effectiveness. Below is a step-by-step process:

* Identify Stakeholders and Their Needs

* Step 1: Stakeholder MappingUse tools like the Power-Interest Matrix to categorize stakeholders (e.g., employees, suppliers,
customers) based on influence and interest.

* Step 2: Assess NeedsDetermine communication preferences (e.g., suppliers may need contract updates, employees may want
operational news).

* Outcome:Tailors the plan to specific stakeholder requirements.

* Define Objectives and Key Messages

* Step 1: Set GoalsEstablish clear aims (e.g,, improve supplier collaboration, enhance customer trust).

* Step 2: Craft MessagesDevelop concise, relevant messages aligned with objectives (e.g., "We're streamlining procurement for
faster delivery").

* Qutcome:Ensures consistent, purpose-driven commumication.

* Select Communication Channels

* Step 1: Match Channels to StakeholdersChoose appropriate methods: emails for formal updates, meetings for key partners, social
media for customers.

* Step 2: Ensure AccessibilityUse multiple platforms (e.g., newsletters, webinars) to reach diverse groups.

* Outcome:Maximizes reach and engagement.

* Implement and Monitor the Plan

* Step 1: Roll OutLaunch the plan with a timeline (e.g., weekly supplier briefings, monthly staff updates).

* Step 2: Gather FeedbackUse surveys or discussions to assess effectiveness and adjust as needed.

* Outcome:Ensures the plan remains relevant and impactful.

Exact Extract Explanation:

The CIPS L5M4 Study Guide emphasizes structured communication planning:

* "Effective communication requires identifying stakeholders, setting clear objectives, selecting appropriate channels, and monitoring
outcomes" (CIPS L5M4 Study Guide, Chapter 1, Section 1.8). It stresses tailoring approaches to stakeholder needs and using
feedback for refinement, critical for procurement and contract management. References: CIPS LSM4 Study Guide, Chapter 1:



Organizational Objectives and Financial Management.

NEW QUESTION # 13
How could an organisation approach conducting an Industry Analysis? Describe the areas which would be useful to analyse. (25
marks)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the answer in Explanation below:

Explanation:

Conducting an industry analysis is a strategic process that helps an organization understand the external environment in which it
operates, enabling better decision-making in procurement, contract management, and supplier relationships. In the context of the
CIPS L5M4 Advanced Contract and Financial Management study guide, industry analysis supports strategic sourcing and risk
management by identifying opportunities and threats that impact financial and operational outcomes. Below is a detailed step-by-step
approach to conducting an industry analysis, followed by key areas to analyze.

Approach to Conducting an Industry Analysis:

* Define the Industry Scope:

* Clearly identify the industry or market segment relevant to the organization's operations (e.g., raw materials for manufacturing).
* Example: For XYZ Ltd (Question 7), the focus might be the steel industry for raw materials.

* Gather Data from Multiple Sources:

* Use primary sources (e.g., supplier interviews, industry reports) and secondary sources (e.g., market research, government data)
to collect nformation.

* Exanmple: Reviewing trade publications likeSteel Times Internationalfor market trends.

* Apply Analytical Frameworks:

* Use tools like Porter's Five Forces (Question 12) or PESTLE analysis to structure the evaluation of competitive and external
factors.

* Example: Using Porter's Five Forces to assess supplier power in the steel industry.

* Analyze Trends and Patterns:

* Identify historical and emerging trends (e.g., price volatility, technological advancements) to predict fiuture market dynamics.

* Example: Noting a trend toward sustainable steel production.

* Engage Stakeholders:

* Involve internal teans (e.g., procurement, finance) and external partners (e.g,, suppliers) to validate findings and gain insights.
* Example: Discussing supply chain risks with key steel suppliers.

* Synthesize Findings and Develop Strategies:

* Compile the analysis into actionable insights to inform sourcing strategies, contract terms, and risk mitigation plans.

* Example: Deciding to diversify suppliers due to high supplier power in the industry.

Areas to Analyze:

* Market Structure and Competition:

* Assess the competitive landscape using Porter's Five Forces, focusing on rivalry,supplier/buyer power, new entrants, and
substitutes.

* Why Useful: Helps understand competitive pressures that affect pricing and supplier negotiations.

* Example: High rivalry in the steel industry might drive down prices but increase innovation demands on suppliers.

* Market Trends and Growth Potential:

* Examine industry growth rates, demand trends, and emerging opportunities or threats (e.g,, shifts to green technology).

* Why Useful: Identifies opportunities for cost savings or risks like supply shortages.

* Exanple: Rising demand for recycled steel could increase prices, impacting XYZ Ltd's costs.

* Regulatory and Legal Environment:

* Analyze regulations, trade policies, and compliance requirements affecting the industry (e.g., environmental laws, import tariffs).
* Why Useful: Ensures sourcing decisions align with legal standards, avoiding fines or disruptions.

* Example: Stricter carbon emission laws might require sourcing from eco-friendly steel suppliers.

* Technological Developments:

* Investigate nnovations, automation, or digitalization trends that could impact supply chains or supplier capabilities.

* Why Useful: Highlights opportunities to leverage technology for efficiency or risks of obsolescence.

* Example: Adoption of Al in steel production might improve supplier efficiency but require new contract ters for quality
assurance.

* Economic and Financial Factors:

* Evaluate economic conditions (e.g., inflation, currency fluctuations) and financial stability of the industry (e.g., profitability trends).
* Why Useful: Informs cost projections and risk assessments for contract planning.

* Example: Inflation-driven steel price increases might necessitate flexible pricing clauses in contracts.



Exact Extract Explanation:

The CIPS L5M4 Advanced Contract and Financial Management study guide emphasizes industry analysis as a critical step in
"understanding the external environment" to inform procurement strategies and contract management. It is discussed in the context of
market analysis and risk management, aligning with the module' s focus on achieving value for money and mitigating supply chain
risks. The guide does not provide a step-by- step process but highlights tools like Porter's Five Forces and PESTLE, which are
integrated into the approach above, and identifies key areas of focus that impact financial and operational outcommes.

* Approach to Conducting Industry Analysis:

* The guide stresses the importance of "systematic market analysis" to support strategic sourcing (Question 11) and supplier
selection (Question 7). Steps like defining the scope, gathering data, and using frameworks like Porter's Five Forces are derived
from its enphasis on structured evaluation.

* Data Gathering: Chapter 2 advises using "multiple data sources" (e.g., industry reports, supplier feedback) to ensure a
comprehensive view, reducing the risk of biased decisions.

* Stakeholder Engagement: The guide highlights "collaboration with stakeholders" to validate market insights, ensuring procurement
strategies are practical and aligned with organizational needs.

* Actionable Insights: LSM4's focus on translating analysis into "strategic decisions" supports the final step of developing sourcing or
contract strategies based onfindings.

* Areas to Analyze:

* Market Structure and Competition:

* The guide explicitly references Porter’s Five Forces (Question 12) as a tool to "assess competitive dynamics." Understanding
rivalry or supplier power helps buyers negotiate better terms, ensuring cost efficiency-a core LSM4 principle.

* Market Trends and Growth Potential:

* Chapter 2 notes that "market trends impact supply availability and pricing," For XYZ Ltd, analyzing steel demand trends ensures
they anticipate cost increases and secure supply, aligning with financial planning,

* Regulatory and Legal Environment:

* The guide's risk management section emphasizes "compliance with external regulations." Industry analysis must consider laws like
environmental standards, which could limit supplier options or increase costs, requiring contract adjustments.

* Technological Developments:

* L5M4 highlights "technology as a driver of efficiency" in supply chains. Analyzing tech trends ensures buyers select suppliers
capable of meeting future needs, supporting long- term value.

* Economic and Financial Factors:

* The guide stresses that "economic conditions affect cost structures." Inflation or currency fluctuations can impact supplier pricing,
necessitating flexible contract terns to manage financial risks.

* Practical Application for XYZ Ltd:

* Approach: XYZ Ltd defines the steel industry as their focus, gathers data from trade reports and supplier discussions, applies
Porter's Five Forces, analyzes trends (e.g,, rising steel prices), engages their procurement team, and decides to negotiate long-term
contracts to lock in prices.

* Areas: They assess high supplier power (Market Structure), rising demand for sustainable steel (Trends), new carbon regulations
(Regulatory), automation in steel production (Technology), and inflation pressures (Economic), ensuring their sourcing strategy
mitigates risks and controls costs.

* Broader Implications:

* The guide advises conducting industry analysis regularly, as markets are dynamic-e.g., new regulations or technologies can shift
supplier dynamics.

* Financially, this analysis ensures cost control by anticipating price changes or disruptions, aligning with LSM4's focus on value for
money. It also supports risk management by identifying threats like regulatory non-compliance or supplier instability.

NEW QUESTION # 14
What tools are available for buyers to help procure items on the commodities market? (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the answer in Explanation below:

Explanation:

Buyers in the commodities market can use various tools to manage procurement effectively, mitigating risks like price volatility.
Below are three tools, detailed step-by-step:

* Futures Contracts

* Step 1: Understand the ToolAgreements to buy/sell a commodity at a set price on a future date, traded on exchanges.

* Step 2: ApplicationA buyer locks in a price for copper delivery in 6 months, hedging against price rises.

* Step 3: BenefitsProvides cost certainty and protection from volatility.



* Use for Buyers:Ensures predictable budgeting for raw materials.

* Options Contracts

* Step 1: Understand the ToolGives the right (not obligation) to buy/sell a commodity at a fixed price before a deadline.

* Step 2: ApplicationA buyer purchases an option to buy oil at $70/barrel, exercising it if prices exceed this.

* Step 3: BenefitsLimits downside risk while allowing gains from favorable price drops.

* Use for Buyers:Offers flexibility in volatile markets.

* Commodity Price Indices

* Step 1: Understand the ToolBenchmarks tracking average commodity prices (e.g., CRB Index, S&P GSCI).

* Step 2: ApplicationBuyers monitor indices to time purchases or negotiate contracts based on trends.

* Step 3: BenefitsEnhances market intelligence for strategic buying decisions.

* Use for Buyers:Helps optimize procurement timing and pricing.

Exact Extract Explanation:

The CIPS L5M4 Study Guide details these tools for commodity procurement:

* Futures Contracts:"Futures allow buyers to hedge against price increases, securing supply at a known cost" (CIPS L5M4 Study
Guide, Chapter 6, Section 6.3).

* Options Contracts:"Options provide flexibility, protecting against adverse price movements while retaining upside potential (CIPS
L5M4 Study Guide, Chapter 6, Section 6.3).

* Price Indices:"Indices offer real-time data, aiding buyers in timing purchases and benchmarking costs" (CIPS L5SM4 Study Guide,
Chapter 6, Section 6.4). These tools are critical for managing commodity market risks. References: CIPS L5M4 Study Guide,
Chapter 6: Commodity Markets and Procurement.

NEW QUESTION # 15
Describe the SERVQUAL model that can be used to assess quality in the service industry (15 pomnts). What are the advantages of
using the model? (10 points)

Answer:

Explanation:

See the answer in Explanation below:

Explanation:

* Part 1: Description of the SERVQUAL Model (15 points)

* Step 1: Define the ModeISERVQUAL is a framework to measure service quality by comparing customerexpectations with their
perceptions of actual service received.

* Step 2: Key Componentslt uses five dimensions to assess quality:

* Tangibles:Physical aspects (e.g., facilities, equipment, staff appearance).

* Reliability:Delivering promised services dependably and accurately.

* Responsiveness:Willingness to help customers and provide prompt service.

* Assurance:Knowledge and courtesy of staff, inspiring trust.

* Empathy:Caring, individualized attention to customers.

* Step 3: ApplicationCustomers rate expectations and perceptions on a scale (e.g, 1-7), and gaps between the two highlight areas
for improvement.

* Outcome:Identifies service quality deficiencies for targeted enhancements.

* Part 2: Advantages of Using the SERVQUAL Model (10 points)

* Step 1: Customer-Centric InsightFocuses on customer perceptions, aligning services with their needs.

* Step 2: Gap IdentificationPinpoints specific weaknesses (e.g., low responsiveness), enabling precise action.

* Step 3: BenchmarkingAllows comparison over time or against competitors to track progress.

* Outcome:Enhances service delivery and competitiveness in the service industry.

Exact Extract Explanation:

* SERVQUAL Description:The CIPS L5M4 Study Guide notes, "SERVQUAL assesses service quality through five dimensions-
tangbles, reliability, responsiveness, assurance, and empathy-by measuring gaps between expectation and performance" (CIPS
L5M4 Study Guide, Chapter 2, Section 2.5).

* Advantages:It states, "The model's strengths include its focus on customer perspectives, ability to identify service gaps, and utility
as a benchmarking tool" (CIPS L5SM4 Study Guide, Chapter 2, Section

2.5).This is vital for service-based procurement and contract management. References: CIPS L5SM4 Study Guide, Chapter 2:
Supply Chain Performance Management.

NEW QUESTION # 16
Describe three ways in which an organization can encourage a healthy short-term cash flow by engaging in the effective management



of debtors and credit management (25 points)
Answer:

Explanation:

See the answer in Explanation below:

Explanation:

Effective management of debtors and credit is crucial for maintaining a healthy short-term cash flow. Below are three key ways an
organization can achieve this, explained step-by-step:

* Tmplementing Strict Credit Control Policies

* Step 1: Assess CreditworthinessBefore extending credit, evaluate customers' financial stability using credit checks or references.
* Step 2: Set Credit Limits and TermsDefine clear credit limits and payment deadlines (e.g., 30 days) to avoid overextension of
credit.

* Step 3: Monitor ComplianceRegularly review debtor accounts to ensure timely payments, reducing the risk of bad debts.

* Tmpact on Cash Flow:This ensures cash inflows are predictable and minimizes delays, improving liquidity.

* Offering Early Payment Incentives

* Step 1: Design DiscountsProvide discounts (e.g., 2% offif paid within 10 days) to encourage debtors to settle mvoices early.

* Step 2: Communicate TernsClearly state discount terms on invoices and contracts to prompt action.

* Step 3: Track UptakeMonitor which debtors take advantage of discounts to refine the strategy.

* Tmpact on Cash Flow:Accelerates cash inflows, reducing the cash conversion cycle and boosting short-term funds.

* Pursuing Proactive Debt Collection

* Step 1: Establish a ProcessSet up a systematic approach for following up on overdue payments (e.g., reminder letters, calls).

* Step 2: Escalate When NecessaryUse debt collection agencies or legal action for persistent non- payers.

* Step 3: Analyze Patternsldentify habitual late payers and adjust credit terms accordingly.

* Impact on Cash Flow:Recovers outstanding fnds quickly, preventing cash flow bottlenecks.

Exact Extract Explanation:

The CIPS L5M4 Advanced Contract and Financial Management study guide underscores the importance of debtor and credit
management for cash flow optimization. Specifically:

* Credit Control Policies:The guide states, "Effective credit management involves assessing customer creditworthiness and setting
appropriate teris to ensure timely cash inflows" (CIPS L5M4 Study Guide, Chapter 3, Section 3.2). This reduces the risk of cash
shortages.

* Early Payment Incentives:It notes, "Offering discounts for early payment can significantly improve short-term liquidity" (CIPS
L5M4 Study Guide, Chapter 3, Section 3.3), highlighting its role in speeding up cash collection.

* Debt Collection:The guide advises, "Proactive debt recovery processes are essential to mnimize bad debts and mantain cash
flow" (CIPS L5M4 Study Guide, Chapter 3, Section 3.4), emphasizing structured follow-ups. These strategies align with the broader
objective of financial stability in procurement and contract management. References: CIPS L5M4 Study Guide, Chapter 3: Financial
Management Techniques.
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