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R #77

A new zero-day vulnerability (CVE-2023-XXXX) impacting a specific application has just been announced. The CISO demands an
immediate, real-time dashboard in Cortex XDR that shows:

1. The count of endpoints running the vulnerable application.

2. The number of active network connections to/from these vulnerable endpoints.

3. Any process execution on these vulnerable endpoints that matches known exploit patterns (e.g., suspicious command-line
arguments, unusual parent-child relationships).

4. A historical trend (last 24 hours) of suspicious activity on these endpoints.

The challenge is to combine these disparate data points efficiently and present themin a cohesive, actionable dashboard. Which
XQL and dashboard design strategies would be most effective?

e A Create four separate widgets, each with a basic XQL query for one of the requirements. This provides the data but lacks
correlation and a cohesive view for immediate operational action.

e B. Export all raw endpoint, network, and process data from Cortex XDR to an external data analytics platform. Performall
data correlation and visualization there. This introduces significant latency and conplexity for a 'real-time' requirement.

e C. Focus solely on creating an 'alert' for the vulnerability. When the alert fires, it will provide the necessary details. This
doesn't provide a dashboard view or historical trend of related activities.

e D. Use the 'union' command in XQL to combine data from different datasets (endpoint, network, process) into a single large
result set, then apply filters and aggregations. This can become complex and inefficient for real-time dashboards if not
structured carefilly.

e E. Leverage XQL's 'lookup' and 'jomn' operations. First, identify vulnerable endpoints using a query on . Then, 'join’ this result
with network _activity' , 'process_execution' , and 'alert' datasets, filtering for time, source/destination, and suspicious patterns.
Design a multi-widget dashboard using different visualization types (Scorecard, Table, Line Chart) all leveraging the correlated
data, with drill-down capabilities.

Z%: E

i RE R «

Option C is the most effective approach for a real-time, cohesive, and actionable dashboard. XQL's 'lookup' and 'join' capabilities
are specifically designed for correlating data across different datasets (endpoint inventory, network activity, process execution,
alerts) based on common identifiers like endpoint ID. This allows for a single, powerful set of underlying queries that feed muiltiple
widgets on the dashboard. Using different visualization types (Scorecard for counts, Table for details, Line Chart for trends) on this
correlated data provides a comprehensive and immediate operational picture. Drill-down capabilities are also crucial for quickly
investigating specific incidents.

il =8 #78

During a forensic investigation using Cortex XDR, an analyst discovers a persistent backdoor communicating with an external [P
address (192.0. 2.100). The analyst needs to quickly determine if this [P address is associated with known malicious activity and
implement a preventative measure. Which of the following actions, leveraging Cortex products, would be the most efficient and
comprehensive approach?

¢ A Initiate a 'Live Response' session in Cortex XDR on affected endpoints to block outbound connections to 192.0.2.100
locally.

¢ B. Manually add 192.0.2.100 to a custom Block List on the Next-Generation Firewall (NGFW) and then perform a "Threat
Vault' lookup in Cortex XDR.

e C. Create a new 'Alert Rule' in Cortex XDR specifically for connections to 192.0.2. lee to monitor future attempts.

e D. Performa "Packet Capture' in Cortex XDR for all traffic to and from 192.0.2.100 to gather more evidence before taking
any action.

e E. Utilize Cortex XSOAR to orchestrate a lookup of 192 .0.2.100 against multiple integrated threat intelligence feeds (e.g,,
Unit 42, AlienVault OT X), and if identified as malicious, automatically push a dynamic block rule to all relevant NGFWs.

ZX: E
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Option B represents the most efficient and comprehensive approach. Cortex XSOARs orchestration capabilities allow for
automated enrichment of [P addresses using various threat intelligence sources. More importantly, if confirmed malicious, XSOAR
can automatically push block rules to NGFWs, ensuring network-wide prevention. Option A involves manual steps and doesn't



leverage the full autormation potential. Option C is a per-endpoint solution, not network-wide. Option D is an investigative step, not a
preventative measure. Option E is monitoring, not blocking,

il =8 #79

A critical incident involving potential insider data exfiltration has been detected by Cortex XSIAM. The incident points to a specific
user account accessing sensitive data shares and then initiating large outbound file transfers to an unapproved cloud storage service.
You need to gather forensic evidence for legal proceedings and block further exfiltration. Which of the following actions, leveraging
XSIAM's capabilities, are most appropriate and critical for this scenario?

A. Execute an

B. Focus solely on network traffic analysis at the perimeter firewall to identify the exfiltration destination and block it.

C. Immediately change the user’s password and disable their account, assuming this will prevent firther data loss.

D. Review only

E. Inttiate a full disk forensic image of the user's workstation using a third-party tool, as XSIAM doesn't provide granular
forensic data.

ER: A
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This scenario requires both containment and detailed forensic nvestigation for legal proceedings. Option A is the most
comprehensive and appropriate. Endpoint Isolation immediately contains the threat. Using XQL to query file_event and

network connection datasets is crucial for understanding what data was accessed and where it went. Collecting User Activity Logs
and Audit Logs provides the necessary evidence for legal proceedings, detailing user actions and access. Option B is a response
action but doesn't provide forensic evidence. C is incorrect; XSIAM provides rich forensic data, and a full disk image is often too
slow and not always necessary as an initial step. D is too narrow, missing internal user actions. E is irrelevant for an insider data
exfiltration scenario.

i /8 #80

A recent zero-day exploit targeting a common application has been identified. Palo Alto Networks has quickly released a new
WildFire signature for it. A security team using Cortex XDR needs to ensure maximum protection across their environment against
this new threat without manual intervention on every endpoint. Which of the following statements accurately describes how Cortex
XDR and WildFire deliver this protection automatically?

e A Cortex XDR agents automatically download the new WildFire signature database hourly and apply it locally. This ensures
immediate protection, as the agent can then block the exploit even if disconnected from the cloud.

¢ B. The new WildFire signature is integrated into Cortex XDR's cloud-based detection engines. When an XDR agent detects a
suspicious activity matching the zero-day, it sends an event to the Cortex XDR cloud, which then cross-references with the
updated WildFire intelligence to generate an alert, requiring manual remediation.

e C. Cortex XDR agents periodically upload suspicious files to WildFire for analysis. Once WildFire determines a verdict for
the zero-day, it then pushes a global block list to all XDR agents, which is then enforced. This process can take several hours.

e D. WildFire's cloud service automatically updates its threat ntelligence. When an endpoint encounters a file or process related
to the zero-day, Cortex XDR's Anti-Malware or Behavioral Threat Protection will query WildFire in real-time, receiving the
updated verdict. This allows for immediate blocking without local signature updates.

¢ E. The new WildFire signature is pushed as a content update to the Palo Alto Networks Next-Generation Firewalls.
Endpoints protected by these firewalls will be prevented from downloading the malicious file. Cortex XDR agents then report
successful blocks.

ZE: D
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Option B correctly describes the real-time protection mechanism. WildFire's strength lies in its cloud-based, constantly updated
threat intelligence. Cortex XDR agents (specifically, components like Anti-Malware and Behavioral Threat Protection) do not
download WildFire's full signature database. Instead, when they encounter an unknown or suspicious file/behavior, they query the
WildFire cloud service in real-time (or near real-time, for some components). WildFire then returns the latest verdict, including newly
identified zero-day signatures, allowing Cortex XDR to immediately block the threat. This model ensures rapid response to new
threats without requiring constant local signature updates on endpoints.
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A SOC analyst is investigating an alert froma Palo Alto Networks NGFW indicating "High Severity - Malware Detected' based on
a WildFire verdict for an executable downloaded by a user The file hash is:
9c7b2aldge3t4cSb6a7d8e9t0alb2c3d4e5tHa7b8c9dOel 2a3b4c5d6e78a%b. Further investigation reveals the file is a legitimate,
digitally signed application from a reputable software vendor that was recently updated. However, due to its newness, WildFire
itially flagged it as malicious (a 'zero-day' for WildFire in essence). What steps should the analyst take to address this specific
scenario effectively, assuming the file is indeed legitimate?

e A. Submit the file to WildFire for re-analysis, and if confirmed benign, add the hash to a customallow list on the NGFW.
Classify the initial alert as a False Positive.

¢ B. Mark the alert as a True Negative and do nothing, as WildFire will eventually correct itself. This reduces manual overhead.

¢ C. Disable WildFire for all new executables to prevent similar False Positives. This reduces future alert fatigue.

¢ D. Isolate the host, block the hash globally, and assumre it's a True Positive until proven otherwise. This ensures maximum
security.

¢ E. Create a custom signature on the NGFW to specifically block this hash in the future, regardless of WildFire's verdict. This
maintains control locally.

ER: A
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This scenario describes a False Positive where a legitimate file was initially misidentified as malware by WildFire. The correct
approach (Option B) is to submit the file to WildFire for re-analysis. This process helps improve WildFire's classification accuracy.
If confirmed benign, adding the hash to a custom allow list on the NGFW is crucial to prevent future blocks and alerts for the same
legitimate file, thereby reducing false positives and operational overhead. Option A is an overreaction that would block a legitimate
application. Option C is incorrect; it's a False Positive, not a True Negative, and doing nothing leaves the problem unresolved.
Option D ntroduces a severe False Negative risk by disabling a key security feature. Option E is counterproductive; if the file is
legitimate, you want to allow it, not create a custom block signature.
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