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ASET Ethics Examination-ASET Professional Practice Exam (PPE) Sample
Questions (Q103-Q108):
NEW QUESTION # 103 
The ASET Practice Review Board shall, on its own initiative or at the request of the ASET Council, inquire into which of the
following?

A. The assessment of engineering practice in Alberta
B. The examination of non-regulated members
C. The evaluation of desirable standards of competence of regulated members
D. The practice of professional technologists

Answer: C

Explanation:
The Practice Review Board (PRB) is a critical statutory committee established under the Engineering and Geoscience Professions
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Act (EGPA) to maintain the overall quality and standards of the profession.
Unlike the Investigative or Discipline Committees, which deal with specific complaints of misconduct against individual members, the
PRB has a broader, more systemic mandate. One of its primary legal functions is to continuously evaluate, develop, and maintain the
desirable standards of competence for all regulated members. The PRB conducts general reviews of practice trends, manages the
Continuing Professional Development (CPD) program, and can proactively audit the practices of members to ensure they are
keeping their skills current and adhering to the latest technical and ethical standards. It acts as a proactive quality-assurance
mechanism for the profession. It does not examine non-regulated individuals, nor does it broadly assess the entire engineering
practice in Alberta (which is APEGA's domain), but rather focuses specifically on evaluating and enforcing the standards of
competence for ASET's own regulated membership.

NEW QUESTION # 104 
Which of the following best describes the role of the ASET Investigative Committee?

A. To investigate complaints against ASET members.
B. To conduct disciplinary hearings in relation to complaints.
C. To mediate complaints against ASET members.
D. To review the practice of ASET members.

Answer: A

Explanation:
Under the Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act (EGPA), the disciplinary process for professional regulatory organizations is
carefully separated into distinct phases to ensure fairness, objectivity, and natural justice. When the Registrar receives a formal
written complaint regarding the conduct or competence of a regulated member, the matter is referred to the Investigative Committee.
The primary role of the Investigative Committee is strictly to gather facts and evidence. They conduct interviews, review documents,
and assess whether there is sufficient evidence of unskilled practice or unprofessional conduct to warrant sending the matter to a
formal hearing. The Investigative Committee does not decide guilt, nor do they hand down penalties; they act essentially as a grand
jury to determine if the complaint has merit. If they find sufficient evidence, they forward the case to the Discipline Committee, which
is a separate body that actually conducts the formal, trial-like hearing and determines disciplinary outcomes. Thus, their sole statutory
function is to investigate complaints.

NEW QUESTION # 105 
A project is situated inside a forested area. A regulated member of ASET wants to provide a clear pathway for equipment by
removing all vegetation and brush within a 1 km radius around the site. This removal was not noted on the maps in the Phase 1
environmental report. Which of the following actions should the member take to address this situation?

A. Report the contractor responsible for the environmental impact assessment to ASET.
B. Consult with the contractor responsible for the environmental impact assessment before determining a course of action.
C. Immediately remove the vegetation and brush.
D. Advise the equipment operators to drive over the vegetation and brush to get to the project site.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Environmental protection is a paramount duty for ASET members. When working on projects involving natural habitats, all actions
must strictly align with the approved Environmental Site Assessments (ESAs) and permits. A Phase 1 ESA outlines the baseline
environmental conditions and historical uses of a site. If a proposed construction activity-such as massive, unauthorized deforestation
within a 1 km radius-is not explicitly noted and approved in the environmental reports, proceeding with it (Option A) could violate
provincial and federal environmental protection laws (such as CEPA or wildlife protection acts), leading to severe legal penalties and
ecological damage. Simply driving over it (Option B) also causes unassessed damage. The professional course of action is to halt the
proposed deviation and consult with the environmental experts or the contractor who prepared the ESA. They must assess whether
the proposed clearing requires a new permit, a Phase 2 assessment, or an alternative logistical approach that minimizes
environmental impact.

NEW QUESTION # 106 
A regulated member on a work site is asked to coordinate the disposal of explosives left behind by a previous employer. In meeting
with construction staff on the site, the member learns that none of the staff is trained to handle explosives. Which of the following



should be the member's first course of action in this situation?

A. Allow the construction staff to dispose of the explosives under careful supervision.
B. Set up training for the construction staff in the proper handling of explosives.
C. Notify the work site supervisor that the disposal will not be carried out, giving the reasons for refusal.
D. Contact the previous employer to arrange for disposal of the explosives.

Answer: C

Explanation:
The right-and duty-to refuse unsafe work is a fundamental pillar of both provincial Occupational Health and Safety (OHS) legislation
and the ASET Code of Ethics. Regulated members are ethically bound to hold paramount the safety of the public and the
workplace, and to only undertake assignments when qualified by training and experience. Explosives are highly regulated, intrinsically
dangerous materials that require specialized, legally certified blasters or disposal units to handle.
Because neither the member nor the construction staff has the requisite training, attempting to dispose of them or even "supervise"
untrained staff is illegal and catastrophically dangerous. The absolute first mandatory action is to immediately invoke the right to
refuse unsafe work. The member must formally notify the work site supervisor that the disposal cannot and will not be carried out by
the current team, explicitly citing the lack of specialized training and the severe safety hazard as the reasons for refusal.
Only after the task is halted can safe alternatives (like hiring an explosive disposal contractor) be pursued.

NEW QUESTION # 107 
What is the intent of professional regulation?

A. To protect the public interest.
B. To admit people to the profession.
C. To increase government control.
D. To differentiate a profession from a trade.

Answer: A

Explanation:
The single, overriding intent and justification for the legal regulation of any profession-be it medicine, law, engineering, or applied
science technology-is the protection of the public interest. While admitting people to the profession and differentiating from
unregulated trades are administrative outcomes of regulation, they are not the reason regulation exists. The government grants self-
regulatory powers through statutes like the Engineering and Geoscience Professions Act (EGPA) because the work performed by
these professionals involves highly complex technical knowledge that the general public cannot easily evaluate. Incompetent,
negligent, or unethical practice in engineering technology can lead to catastrophic failures, financial ruin, environmental disasters, or
loss of life. By regulating the profession through bodies like ASET, strict standards for education, experience, continuous
development, and ethical conduct are enforced. This system ensures that the public can trust that individuals holding professional
designations have the competency and ethical integrity necessary to perform their work safely and reliably.

NEW QUESTION # 108
......
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