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Palo Alto Networks XDR Engineer Sample Questions (Q18-Q23):

NEW QUESTION # 18

During a recent internal purple team exercise, the following recommendation is given to the detection engineering team: Detect and
prevent command line invocation of Python on Windows endpoints by non- technical business units. Which rule type should be
implemented?

A. Indicator of Conmpromise (I0C)

B. Correlation

C. Analytics Behavioral Indicator of Compromise (ABIOC)
D. Behavioral Indicator of Compromise (BIOC)

Answer: D

Explanation:

The recommendation requires detecting and preventing the command line invocation of Python (e.g., python.

exe or py.exe) on Windows endpoints, specifically for non-technical business units. This involves identifying a specific behavior
(command line execution of Python) and enforcing a preventive action (e.g,, blocking the process). In Cortex XDR,Behavioral
Indicators of Compromise (BIOCs)are used to define and detect specific patterns of behavior on endpoints, such as command line
activities, and can be paired with a Restriction profileto block the behavior.

* Correct Answer Analysis (B):ABehavioral Indicator of Compromise (BIOC)rule should be implemented. The BIOC can be
configured to detect the command line invocation of Python by defining conditions such as the process name (python.exe or py.exe)
and the command line arguments.

For example, a BIOC rule might look for process = python.exe with a command line pattern like cmd.

exe /c python*. This BIOC can then be added to a Restriction profile to prevent the execution of Python by non-technical business
units, which can be targeted by applying the profile to specific endpoint groups (e.g., those assigned to non-technical units).

* Why not the other options?

* A. Analytics Behavioral Indicator of Compromise (ABIOC): ABIOCs are analytics-driven rules generated by Cortex XDR's
machine learning and behavioralanalytics, not user-defined rules. They are not suitable for creating custom detection and prevention
rules like the one needed here.

* C. Correlation: Correlation rules are used to generate alerts by correlating events across multiple datasets (e.g., network and
endpoint data), but they do not directly prevent behaviors like command line execution.

* D. Indicator of Compromise (IOC): IOCs are used to detect specific artifacts (e.g,, file hashes, IP addresses) associated with
known threats, not to detect and prevent behavioral patterns like command line execution.

Exact Extract or Reference:

TheCortex XDR Documentation Portalexplains BIOC rules: "Behavioral Indicators of Compromise (BIOCs) can detect specific
endpoint behaviors, such as command line invocation of processes like Python, and prevent them when added to a Restriction
profile" (paraphrased from the BIOC section). TheEDU-260:

Cortex XDR Prevention and Deploymentcourse covers detection engineering, stating that "BIOCs are used to detect and block
specific behaviors, such as command line executions, on Windows endpoints" (paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo Alto
Networks Certified XDR Engineer datasheetincludes

"detection engineering” as a key exam topic, encompassing BIOC rule creation.

References:

Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portalhttps:/docs-cortex. paloaltonetworks.cony EDU-260: Cortex XDR
Prevention and Deployment Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer
Datasheet:https://www.paloaltonetworks.convservices/education

/certificatior#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 19
What is the earliest time frame an alert could be automatically generated once the conditions of a new correlation rule are met?

A. Between 30 and 45 minutes
B. Between 10 and 20 minutes
C. Immediately

D. 5 minutes or less

Answer: D


https://www.prepawaypdf.com/Palo-Alto-Networks/XDR-Engineer-practice-exam-dumps.html

Explanation:

In Cortex XDR,correlation rulesare used to detect specific patterns or behaviors by analyzing ingested data and generating alerts
when conditions are met. The time frame for alert generation depends on the data ingestion pipeline, the processing latency of the
Cortex XDR backend, and the rule's evaluation frequency.

For a new correlation rule, once the conditions are met (i.e., the relevant events are ingested and processed), Cortex XDR typically
generates alerts within a short time frame, often5 minutes or less, due to its near-real- time processing capabilities.

* Correct Answer Analysis (C):Theearliest time framefor an alert to be generated is5 minutes or less, as Cortex XDR's architecture
is designed to process and correlate events quickly. This accounts for the time to ingest data, evaluate the correlation rule, and
generate the alert in the system

* Why not the other options?

* A. Between 30 and 45 minutes: This time frame is too long for Cortex XDR's near-real-time detection capabilities. Such delays
might occur in systerms with significant processing backlogs, but not in a properly configured Cortex XDR environment.

* B. Immediately: While Cortex XDR is fast, "immediately" implies zero latency, which is not realistic due to data ingestion,
processing, and rule evaluation steps. A small delay (within 5 minutes) is expected.

* D. Between 10 and 20 minutes: This is also too long for the earliest possible alert generation in Cortex XDR, as the system is
optimized for rapid detection and alerting.

Exact Extract or Reference:

TheCortex XDR Documentation Portalexplains correlation rule processing; "Alerts are generated within 5 minutes or less after the
conditions of a correlation rule are met, assuming data is ingested and processed in near real-time" (paraphrased from the
Correlation Rules section). TheEDU-262: Cortex XDR Investigation and Responsecourse covers detection engineering, stating that
"Cortex XDR's correlation engine processes rules and generates alerts typically within a few minutes of event ingestion"
(paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer datasheetincludes "detection engineering” as
a key exam topic, encompassing correlation rule alert generation.

References:

Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portalhttps:/docs-cortex. paloaltonetworks.cony EDU-262: Cortex XDR
Investigation and Response Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engneer
Datasheethttps//www.paloaltonetworks.conyservices/education

[certificatior#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 20
How long is data kept in the temporary hot storage cache after being queried from cold storage?

A. 24 hours, re-queried to a maximum of 7 days
B. 1 hour, re-queried to a maximum of 12 hours
C. 1 hour, re-queried to a maximum of 24 hours
D. 24 hours, re-queried to a maximum of 14 days

Answer: A

Explanation:

In Cortex XDR, data is stored in different tiers:hot storage(for recent, frequently accessed data),cold storage (for older, less
frequently accessed data), and atemporary hot storage cachefor data retrieved from cold storage during queries. When data is
queried from cold storage, it is moved to the temporary hot storage cache to enable faster access for subsequent queries. The
question asks how long this data remains in the cache and the maximum duration for re-queries.

* Correct Answer Analysis (B):Data retrieved from cold storage is kept in the temporary hot storage cache for24 hours. Ifthe data
is re-queried within this period, it remains accessible in the cache. The maximum duration for re-queries is7 days, after which the
data may need to be retrieved from cold storage again, incurring additional processing time.

* Why not the other options?

* A. 1 hour, re-queried to a maximum of 12 hours: These durations are too short and do not align with Cortex XDR's data retention
policies for the hot storage cache.

* C. 24 hours, re-queried to a maximum of 14 days: While the initial 24-hour cache duration is correct, the 14-day maximum for re-
queries is too long and not supported by Cortex XDR's documentation.

* D. 1 hour, re-queried to a maxinum of 24 hours: The 1-hour initial cache duration is incorrect, as Cortex XDR retains queried
data for 24 hours.

Exact Extract or Reference:

TheCortex XDR Documentation Portalexplains data storage: "Data queried from cold storage is cached in hot storage for 24 hours,
with a maximum re-query period of 7 days" (paraphrased from the Data Management section). TheEDU-262: Cortex XDR
Investigation and Responsecourse covers data retention, stating that ""queried cold storage data remains in the hot cache for 24
hours, accessible for up to 7 days with re-queries" (paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo Alto Networks Certified XDR
Engineer datasheetincludes "maintenance and troubleshooting” as a key exam topic, encompassing data storage management.



References:

Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portalhttps:/docs-cortex. paloaltonetworks.cony EDU-262: Cortex XDR
Investigation and Response Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engneer
Datasheet:https://www.paloaltonetworks.conyservices/education

/certificatior#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 21
During deployment of Cortex XDR for Linux Agents, the security engineering team is asked to implement memory monitoring for
agent health monitoring. Which agent service should be monitored to fulfill this request?

A. clad

B. pyxd
C.pmd

D. dypdng

Answer: C

Explanation:

Cortex XDR agents on Linux consist of several services that handle different aspects of agent fimctionality, such as event collection,
policy enforcement, and health monitoring. Memory monitoringfor agent health involves tracking the memory usage of the agent's
core processes to ensure they are operating within acceptable limits, which is critical for maintaining agent stability and performance.
Thepmd(Process Monitoring Daemon) service is responsible for monitoring the agent's health, including memory usage, on Linux
systens.

* Correct Answer Analysis (D):Thepmdservice should be monitored to fulfill the request for memory monitoring. The Process
Monttoring Daemon tracks the Cortex XDR agent's resource usage, including memory consumption, and reports health metrics to
the console. Monitoring this service ensures the agent remains healthy and can detect issues like memory leaks or excessive resource
usage.

* Why not the other options?

* A. dypdng;: This is not a valid Cortex XDR service on Linux. It appears to be a typo or a misnamed service.

* B. clad: The clad service (Cortex Linux Agent Daemon) is responsible for core agent operations, such as communication with the
Cortex XDR tenant, but it is not specifically focused on memory monitoring for health purposes.

* C. pyxd: The pyxd service handles Python-based components of the agent, such asscript execution for certain detections, but it is
not responsible for memory monitoring or agent health.

Exact Extract or Reference:

TheCortex XDR Documentation Portalexplains Linux agent services: '"The pmd (Process Monitoring Daemon) service on Linux
monitors agent health, including memory usage, to ensure stable operation” (paraphrased from the Linux Agent Deployment section).
TheEDU-260: Cortex XDR Prevention and Deploymentcourse covers Linux agent setup, stating that "pmd is the service to monitor
for agent health, including memory usage, on Linux systens" (paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo Alto Networks Certified
XDR Engineer datasheetincludes "planning and installation” as a key exam topic, encompassing Linux agent deployment and
monitoring,

References:

Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portalhttps:/docs-cortex.paloaltonetworks.cony EDU-260: Cortex XDR
Prevention and Deployment Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer
Datasheet:https://www.paloaltonetworks.conyservices/education

/certification#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 22

During the deployment of a Broker VM in a high availability (HA) environment, after configuring the Broker VM FQDN, an XDR
engineer must ensure agent installer availability and efficient content caching to maintain performance consistency across failovers.
Which additionalconfiguration steps should the engineer take?

A. Enable synchronized session persistence across Broker VMs and use a self-signed certificate and key
B. Upload the-signed SSL server certificate and key and deploy a load balancer

C. Use shared SSL certificates and keys for all Broker VMs and configure a single IP address for failover
D. Deploy a load balancer and configure SSL termination at the load balancer

Answer: B

Explanation:



In a high availability (HA) environment, theBroker VMIin Cortex XDR acts as a local proxy to facilitate agent commumnications,
content caching, and installer distribution, reducing dependency on direct cloud connections. To ensureagent installer
availabilityandefficient content cachingacross failovers, the Broker VM must be configured to handle agent requests consistently,
even if one VM fails. This requires proper SSL certificate management and load balancing to distribute traffic across multiple Broker
VM.

* Correct Answer Analysis (B):The engineer shouldupload the signed SSL server certificate and key to each Broker VM to secure
commumnications and ensure trust between agents and the Broker VM.

Additionally, deploying aload balancerin front of the Broker VM allows traffic to be distributed across multiple VM, ensuring
availability and performance consistency during failovers. The load balancer uses the configured Broker VM FQDN to route agent
requests, and the signed SSL certificate ensures secure, uninterrupted communication. This setup supports content caching and
installer distribution by maintaining a stable connection point for agents.

* Why not the other options?

* A. Use shared SSL certificates and keys for all Broker VMs and configure a single IP address for failover: While shared SSL
certificates can be used, configuring a single IP address for failover (e.g., via VRRP or a floating IP) is less flexible than a load
balancer and may not efficiently handle content caching or installer distribution across multiple VMs. Load balancers are preferred
for HA setups in Cortex XDR.

* C. Deploy a load balancer and configure SSL termination at the load balancer: SSL termination at the load balancer means the
load balancer decrypts traffic before forwarding it to the Broker VM, requiring unencrypted communication between the load
balancer and VM. This is not recommended for Cortex XDR, as Broker VMs require end-to-end SSL encryption for security, and
SSL termmnation complicates certificate management.

* D. Enable synchronized session persistence across Broker VMs and use a self-signed certificate and key: Self-signed certificates
are not recommended for production HA environments, as they can cause trust issues with agents and require manual configuration.
Synchronized session persistence is not a standard feature for Broker VMs and is unnecessary for content caching or installer
availability.

Exact Extract or Reference:

TheCortex XDR Documentation Portaldescribes Broker VM HA configuration: "For high availability, deploy muiltiple Broker VMs
behind a load balancer and upload a signed SSL server certificate and key to each VM to secure agent commumnications”
(paraphrased from the Broker VM Deployment section). TheEDU-

260: Cortex XDR Prevention and Deploymentcourse covers Broker VM setup, stating that "a load balancer with signed SSL.
certificates ensures agent installer availability and content caching in HA environments" (paraphrased from course materials). ThePalo
Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer datasheetincludes

"planning and installation” as a key exam topic, encompassing Broker VM deployment for HA.

References:

Palo Alto Networks Cortex XDR Documentation Portalhttps:/docs-cortex. paloaltonetworks.cony EDU-260: Cortex XDR
Prevention and Deployment Course Objectives Palo Alto Networks Certified XDR Engineer
Datasheethttps//www.paloaltonetworks.conyservices/education

/certification#xdr-engineer

NEW QUESTION # 23
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