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CIPS L5M1 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Assess the Application of Management Concepts and Principles in a Procurement and Supply Function:
This section of the exam measures skills of Procurement Managers and focuses on applying management
principles within procurement and supply operations. Candidates are tested on aligning team knowledge,
skills, and behaviours with organisational strategy, defining the scope of operations, and developing teams.
The syllabus also includes managing stakeholder relationships, building trust, promoting collaboration,
fostering a culture of learning, sharing procurement knowledge, professional development, and the
importance of personal behaviours such as unbiased decision-making, communication, creativity, and
reflective practice to enhance procurement and supply effectiveness.

Topic 2

Understand and Apply Approaches to Planning and Managing Work Groups or Teams: This section of the
exam measures skills of Team Leaders and covers the dynamics and effectiveness of work groups or
teams. Candidates are tested on understanding group vision, values, norms, and alignment, as well as
formal and informal group structures. The syllabus includes strategies for developing effective teams, team
roles, self-managed teams, virtual team management, diversity benefits, and conflict management. It also
assesses knowledge of team development, learning integration, role congruence, and approaches for
merging, disbanding, or changing teams.

Topic 3

Understand and Apply Approaches to Managing Individuals: This section of the exam measures skills of
HR Managers and focuses on managing individual behaviour effectively. It examines how differences in
behavioural characteristics affect management style and approach, highlighting diversity, emotional
intelligence, and assessment techniques for development. The section also covers the creation and
management of knowledge, formal and informal learning processes, cognitive and behavioural learning
theories, motivation theories including intrinsic and extrinsic factors, and factors influencing job satisfaction
such as job design, collaboration, and flexible working arrangements.

Topic 4

Understand, Analyse, and Apply Management and Organisational Approaches: This section of the exam
measures skills of Operations Managers and covers the understanding and evaluation of organisational
behaviour and management approaches. It assesses knowledge of individual and team behaviour,
organisational structures, and the psychological contract, as well as factors like STEEPLED influences.
Candidates are tested on traditional and contemporary management approaches, including administrative,
scientific, and human relations methods, as well as postmodernism, socio-technical systems, and distributed
leadership. The role of individuals, teams, and organisational culture in shaping behaviour is also evaluated.

CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q29-Q34):
NEW QUESTION # 29 
Discuss 3 main sources of conflict that may arise within a group (15 points). What positive and negative outcomes may arise from
conflict? (10 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Part A - Sources of Conflict (15 points):
Conflict is natural in groups and arises when individuals or teams have incompatible goals, interests, or behaviours. Three common
sources are:
Task-based conflict - This occurs when members disagree about the content of the work, objectives, or methods. For example, in a
procurement team, conflict may arise over whether to prioritise cost savings or sustainability in supplier selection.
Relationship conflict - This stems from personality clashes, communication breakdowns, or differences in working styles. For

https://www.prep4away.com/CIPS-certification/braindumps.L5M1.ete.file.html
https://www.dumpsmaterials.com/L5M1-real-torrent.html


instance, an extroverted negotiator may clash with an introverted analyst who prefers data-driven approaches.
Resource conflict - Groups often compete for limited resources such as time, budget, or staff. In procurement, this could occur if
multiple project teams require the same supplier's resources or internal budgets.
Part B - Outcomes of Conflict (10 points):
Positive outcomes:
Can lead to creativity and innovation as different perspectives are debated.
Encourages problem-solving and improvement of processes.
Strengthens understanding when conflicts are resolved constructively.
Negative outcomes:
May reduce morale and trust if personal attacks or unresolved tension occur.
Can delay projects, damage productivity, and harm relationships with stakeholders or suppliers.
Creates stress and alienation, leading to higher turnover if prolonged.
In procurement, positive conflict may lead to innovative supplier solutions, while negative conflict may damage supplier negotiations
or internal collaboration.
Conclusion:
The three main sources of conflict are task, relationship, and resource issues. Conflict is not always harmful - it can drive
improvement and creativity if managed well, but if left unresolved, it can damage morale, performance, and stakeholder relationships.
Managers must therefore encourage constructive conflict while minimising destructive forms.

NEW QUESTION # 30 
What is meant by emotional intelligence? (5 points). In what ways is a high emotional intelligence quotient (EQ) beneficial to the
procurement department of an organisation? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Definition of Emotional Intelligence (5 points):
Emotional Intelligence (EI), popularised by Daniel Goleman, is the ability to recognise, understand, and manage one's own emotions
as well as the emotions of others. It involves self-awareness, self-regulation, motivation, empathy, and social skills. A high EQ
enables individuals to manage stress, build strong relationships, and influence others effectively.
Benefits of High EQ in Procurement (20 points):
Improved Negotiation Skills: Procurement professionals with high EQ can read emotions, adapt communication styles, and manage
conflict effectively during supplier negotiations. This leads to stronger outcomes and sustainable supplier relationships.
Stronger Stakeholder Management: EQ helps buyers understand the needs and concerns of internal stakeholders (finance,
operations, CSR). This fosters trust, persuasion, and collaboration in category strategies.
Conflict Resolution: In diverse teams or complex supply chains, conflict is common. High EQ managers can defuse tensions, listen
actively, and find win-win solutions, maintaining team cohesion and supplier cooperation.
Resilience Under Pressure: Procurement often deals with supply crises, deadlines, or cost pressures. High EQ professionals manage
stress, stay calm, and make rational decisions under pressure, maintaining credibility.
Team Leadership and Motivation: Managers with high EQ can inspire, coach, and support individuals, recognising different
personalities and motivations. This improves morale, retention, and performance in procurement teams.
Ethical and Responsible Behaviour: High EQ includes empathy and awareness of wider impacts. Procurement leaders with EQ are
more likely to consider ethical sourcing, sustainability, and supplier welfare, aligning decisions with organisational values.
Change Management: Procurement functions often undergo transformation (e.g., digital tools, supplier consolidation). Leaders with
high EQ can communicate sensitively, understand employee concerns, and build buy-in for change.
Conclusion:
Emotional intelligence is the ability to manage emotions and relationships effectively. In procurement, high EQ strengthens
negotiations, builds trust with stakeholders, resolves conflicts, motivates teams, and supports ethical and sustainable practices. It is
therefore a critical capability for procurement leaders aiming to achieve both operational excellence and strategic value.

NEW QUESTION # 31 
Describe THREE ways in which a procurement professional could be biased when selecting suppliers to work with (15 points).
What are the benefits of remaining unbiased when selecting suppliers? (10 points).

Answer:



Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Part A - Three Ways a Procurement Professional Could Be Biased (15 marks):
Personal Relationships / Conflicts of Interest:
A buyer may favour a supplier due to friendship, family connection, or long-standing personal ties. For example, awarding a contract
to a supplier owned by a relative, even if another supplier offers better value. This undermines fairness and can damage
organisational reputation.
Preference for Incumbent Suppliers (Status Quo Bias):
Professionals may repeatedly select the same suppliers simply because they are familiar, ignoring new entrants who could provide
better innovation, cost savings, or sustainability. This limits competition and supplier diversity.
Cultural or Geographical Bias:
A procurement professional may favour local suppliers over international ones, or show unconscious bias against suppliers from
certain regions. While local sourcing can have benefits, excluding other suppliers without objective evaluation reduces fairness and
potentially increases costs.
(Other possible biases include brand preference, ignoring SMEs, or favouring suppliers who provide personal benefits - but only
three are required for full marks.) Part B - Benefits of Remaining Unbiased (10 marks):
Remaining unbiased means making supplier decisions based on objective, transparent, and fair criteria such as cost, quality, delivery
performance, risk, and sustainability. The benefits include:
Fairness and Transparency: All suppliers have equal opportunity, protecting the organisation's integrity and compliance with
regulations.
Best Value for Money: Objective evaluation ensures the chosen supplier offers the best mix of cost, quality, and service.
Encouraging Innovation: By considering a wider pool of suppliers, procurement can benefit from new ideas and technologies.
Ethical Compliance: Avoids corruption, fraud, or bribery, maintaining alignment with the CIPS Code of Conduct.
Reputation and Trust: Stakeholders and the market see the organisation as professional and ethical, which strengthens long-term
supplier relationships.
Conclusion:
Procurement professionals may show bias through personal relationships, favouring incumbents, or cultural preferences. Remaining
unbiased ensures decisions are fair, transparent, and ethical, leading to better value, innovation, and stronger supplier trust. This
supports both organisational objectives and the professional standards of procurement.

NEW QUESTION # 32 
What is meant by intrinsic and extrinsic motivation? (10 points). Describe one theory of motivation (15 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Intrinsic and extrinsic motivation (10 points):
Motivation refers to the internal drive that influences people's behaviour and performance.
Intrinsic motivation comes from within the individual and is linked to personal satisfaction, enjoyment, achievement, or a sense of
purpose. For example, a procurement professional may feel motivated by solving complex supplier challenges or contributing to
sustainability goals.
Extrinsic motivation comes from external rewards such as pay, bonuses, promotions, or recognition. For instance, a buyer might be
motivated by achieving cost savings to receive a financial bonus.
Both types of motivation are important in the workplace. Intrinsic motivation sustains long-term commitment, while extrinsic rewards
provide short-term incentives. Effective managers balance both to maximise performance.
One theory of motivation (15 points):
A widely used theory is Herzberg's Two-Factor Theory. Herzberg identified two sets of factors that influence motivation:
Hygiene factors - these do not motivate if present, but if absent, they cause dissatisfaction. Examples include salary, working
conditions, policies, supervision, and job security. For example, if procurement staff lack proper tools or fair pay, they may feel
dissatisfied, but simply improving pay will not necessarily make them highly motivated.
Motivators - these are intrinsic to the job and lead to satisfaction and motivation. They include achievement, recognition,
responsibility, personal growth, and meaningful work. For instance, giving a buyer responsibility to lead a supplier negotiation or
recognising their success increases intrinsic motivation.
Herzberg's theory highlights that managers cannot rely on pay and policies alone. They must remove dissatisfaction by ensuring fair
hygiene factors and then boost engagement by providing motivators. In procurement, this could mean ensuring fair contracts, proper
systems, and clear processes (hygiene factors), while also giving staff opportunities for training, career progression, and recognition
(motivators).



Conclusion:
Intrinsic motivation is about internal satisfaction, while extrinsic motivation relies on external rewards. Herzberg's theory shows that
managers should address hygiene factors to avoid dissatisfaction but must focus on motivators to truly drive performance. For
procurement and supply leaders, combining both ensures staff remain engaged, loyal, and productive.

NEW QUESTION # 33 
Describe 4 reasons why groups may form within an organisation. (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Groups are an essential feature of organisational life. A group can be defined as two or more individuals who interact and work
together to achieve a purpose. Groups may be formally created by management or may form informally through social interaction.
There are several reasons why groups form in organisations.
The first reason is task and goal achievement. Formal groups are created to achieve organisational objectives that require
collaboration. For example, in procurement, a cross-functional sourcing group may be formed to run a tender process involving
operations, finance, and procurement staff. Individuals form these groups because working together helps them achieve outcomes
that they could not accomplish alone.
The second reason is social and psychological needs. According to Maslow's hierarchy of needs, people seek belonging and
relationships. Informal groups often form to meet these needs, providing friendship, support, and a sense of identity. In Star Fish Ltd,
for instance, employees working remotely may form a social group using Teams or WhatsApp to stay connected and reduce feelings
of isolation.
The third reason is safety and security. Groups can give members confidence and protection when facing uncertainty or change. For
example, during organisational restructuring, employees may form informal groups to share information and support each other,
making them feel less vulnerable. In procurement, staff may collaborate in groups to manage supplier risks or market volatility.
The fourth reason is power and influence. Groups provide individuals with a stronger collective voice. Trade unions are a formal
example, but informal groups can also lobby management or resist unpopular changes. In procurement, buyers might form a group to
influence senior managers on issues such as introducing sustainable sourcing practices. By forming groups, individuals can increase
their bargaining power and impact decisions.
In conclusion, groups form for task achievement, to satisfy social needs, to provide security, and to increase power and influence.
Managers must understand these dynamics because groups can both support organisational objectives and create challenges if
informal groups resist change. Effective leaders harness the benefits of group formation while addressing the risks to ensure both
cohesion and productivity.
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