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CertiProf Ethical Hacking Professional Certification Exam Sample Questions
(Q12-Q17):

NEW QUESTION # 12
‘What is risk assessment?

e A It is the process to buy antivirus.

e B. Is the process of comparing the results of the risk analysis with the risk assessment criteria to determine whether the risk or
its magnitude is acceptable or tolerable.

e C. It is the process of comparing the results of the analysis with other companies.

Answer: B

Explanation:

Risk assessment is a systematic and critical component of information security management. It is the process of identifying, analyzing,
and evaluating risks to determine their significance and to prioritize how they should be addressed. According to formal security
standards, it nvolves conparing the findings of arisk analysis-which identifies threats and vulnerabilities-against establishedrisk
assessmment criteria. These criteria represent the organization's 'risk appetite,” or the level of risk they are willing to accept in
exchange for pursuing their business objectives.

The risk assessment process typically mvolves three major steps:

* Identification: Finding out what could happen and why (e.g., identifying that a database is vulnerable to SQL mjection).

* Analysis: Determining the likelihood of a threat occurring and the potential impact it would have on the organization's
confidentiality, integrity, or availability.

* Evaluation: Deciding whether the resulting risk level isacceptable or tolerable.

Ifarisk is deemed intolerable, the organization must decide on a treatment strategy:Mitigation(reducing the risk via controls like
firewalls), Transfer(buying insurance), Avoidance(stopping the risky activity), orAcceptance(acknowledging the risk if the cost of
fixing it is too high). For an ethical hacker, a risk assessment provides the context for their work; it helps them understand which
assets are most critical to the business and ensures that their findings are prioritized based on actual business impact rather than just
technical severity.

NEW QUESTION # 13
Which of'the following was a famous hacktivist group?

e A, Hackers
¢ B. Anonymous
e C. Fan7a5ma

Answer: B

Explanation:

Anonymous is one of the most well-known and influential hacktivist groups in the history of cybersecurity, making option A the
correct answer. Hacktivism refers to the use of hacking techniques to promote political, social, or ideological causes. Understanding
hacktivist movements is important when studying current security trends, as these groups have significantly influenced cyber threat
landscapes.

Anonymous is characterized as a decentralized collective, meaning it has no formal leadership or membership structure. Its activities
have included distributed denial-of-service (DDoS) attacks, website defacements, data leaks, and online campaigns targeting
governments, corporations, and organizations perceived to be unethical or oppressive. These actions have brought global attention to
issues such as censorship, privacy, corruption, and human rights.

Option B, "Fan7a5ma," is not a widely recognized or historically significant hacktivist group, and option C,

"Hackers," is a generic term that describes individuals with technical skills rather than an organized hacktivist collective. Therefore,
both are incorrect.

From an ethical hacking and defensive security perspective, studying groups like Anonymous helps organizations understand non-
financially motivated threats. Hacktivist attacks often aim for public exposure, reputational damage, or service disruption rather than
direct monetary gain. This requires different defensive strategies, including improved incident response, public communication
planning, and monitoring of geopolitical and social developments that may trigger cyber campaigns.

Understanding hacktivist behavior is essential for modern cybersecurity professionals to anticipate emerging threats and strengthen
organizational resilience.



NEW QUESTION # 14
What is Rhost in metasploit?

e A Localroot variable.
® B. Remote host.
e (. Root host.

Answer: B

Explanation:

In the context of the Metasploit Framework, RHOSTS (often referred to in its singular form RHOST) is one of the most
fundamental variables a penetration tester must configure. It stands forRemote Hostand represents the target IP address or hostname
that the exploit or auxiliary module will attempt to interact with. Metasploit is designed around a modular architecture where users
select an exploit, configure the necessary payloads, and then set the specific variables required for the module to execute
successflly.

When a tester identifies a vulnerability on a target machine, they use the command set RHOSTS [Target IP] within the msfconsole
to direct the attack. This variable can take a single [P address (e.g., 192.168.1.10), a range of IP addresses (e.g., 192.168.1.1-
192.168.1.50), or a CIDR notation (e.g,, 192.168.1.0/24). Unlike LHOST (Local Host), which identifies the attacker's machine for
receiving incoming connections, RHOSTS defines the destination.

Understanding these variables is critical for the "Exploitation” phase of a penetration test. IFRHOSTS is set incorrectly, the exploit
will be sent to the wrong machine, potentially causing unintended system crashes or alerts on non-target systens. Furthermore,
modern versions of Metasploit use the plural RHOSTS even for single targets to mamtain consistency across modules that support
scanning entire networks. Mastering the configuration of these parameters ensures that an ethical hacker can efficiently deploy
modules against specific vulnerabilities while maintaining precise control over the scope of the engagement.

NEW QUESTION # 15
What is the best practice to protect against malware?

¢ A Sharing login information on suspicious websites.
¢ B. Installing and keeping antivirus software up to date.
e C. Clicking on suspicious links to verify their authenticity.

Answer: B

Explanation:

Ore of the most effective best practices to protect against malware isinstalling and regularly updating antivirus software, making
option C the correct answer. Antivirus and endpoint protection solutions are designed to detect, block, and remove malicious
software such as viruses, wors, trojans, ransonmware, and spyware.

Moderm malware evolves rapidly, using obfuscation and zero-day techniques to bypass outdated defenses.

Keeping antivirus software up to date ensures that the latest malware signatures, heuristics, and behavioral detection mechanisis are
i place. Ethical hackers emphasize this practice because many successful attacks exploit systems with outdated or disabled security
software.

Option A is incorrect because sharing login credentials on suspicious websites significantly increases the risk of malware infection
and credential theft. Option B is incorrect because clicking on suspicious links is a common infection vector used in phishing and
malware distribution campaigns.

From an ethical hacking perspective, malware prevention is part ofdefense-in-depth. Antivirus software should be combined with
patch management, least-privilege access, secure browsing habits, and user awareness training. Ethical hackers often demonstrate
how quickly unprotected systers can be compromised to highlight the importance of these controls.

Strong malware protection reduces attack surfaces, prevents data loss, and supports incident response efforts.

Maintaining updated antivirus software is a foundational information security control in modern environments.

NEW QUESTION # 16
‘What is ransonmware?

e A. A security protocol to protect confidential data.
¢ B. A type of malicious software that encrypts files and demands a ransom for their release.
e (. A cloud backup service.

Answer: B



Explanation:

Ransormware is one of the most destructive and prevalent information security threats facing organizations today. It is a specific type
of malicious software (malware) designed to encrypt a victimi's files, making them inaccessible to the legitimate user. Once the
encryption process is complete, the software displays a notification-often referred to as a "ransom note'-demanding a payment,
usually in an untraceable cryptocurrency like Bitcoin, in exchange for the decryption key required to release the files.

Managing the threat of ransomware requires a comprehensive understanding of its delivery mechanisis. Most infections occur
through phishing emails containing malicious attachments or links, or by exploiting vulnerabilities in exposed remote access services
like RDP (Remote Desktop Protocol). Once the ransomware is executed, it often attempts to spread laterally through the network
to encrypt as many machines and backups as possible, maximizing the pressure on the organization to pay.

From an ethical hacking standpoint, the defense against ransomware is focused on "Resilience and Recovery." Since technical
controls can sometimes be bypassed, having an "air-gapped" or offline backup strategy is the only 100% effective way to recover
data without paying the attackers. Furthermore, security professionals emphasize the importance of "Endpoint Detection and
Response" (EDR) tools that can identify the rapid, unauthorized encryption of files and kill the malicious process before it completes.
Ransonmware represents a shift in cybercrime from data theft to data "kidnapping," highlighting that even if data isn't stolen, its
unavailability can cause catastrophic operational failure. Organizations must view ransonmware not just as a virus, but as a business
continuity threat that demands rigorous patching, user training, and robust incident response planning.
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