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CIPS Scope and Influence of Procurement and Supply Sample Questions
(Q36-Q41):
NEW QUESTION # 36 
Bob is a procurement manager at ABC Ltd. He has been asked to ensure all future purchases achieve
'value for money' for the organisation. What is meant by 'value for money'? (5 points). Describe 4 techniques that Bob could use to
achieve this (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution inExplanation partbelow.
Explanation:
1) A definition of Value for Money: ensuring a purchase is cost effective. This may be that the purchase achieves the 5 Rights of
Procurement or that the purchase achieves the 4Es: Economy, Efficiency, Effectiveness and Equity. - this is only worth 5 points, so
don't spend too long on this
2) 4 techniques Bob can use to achieve VFM: this is the bulk of your essay. Each of the 4 will be worth 5 points, so remember to
give a thoroughExplanation:and example. Pick 4 from the list below: complete a value analysis to eliminate non-essential features,
minimise variety/ consolidate demand, avoid over specification, pro-active sourcing, whole life costing methodologies, eliminate /
reduce inventory, use electronic systems, international sourcing, sustainability / environmental policies, currency/ exchange rate
considerations, negotiating good payment terms, packaging, warrantees.
Example Essay:
"Value for money" (VFM) is a concept that refers to obtaining the best possible return on investment or benefits relative to the cost
incurred. It involves assessing whether the goods, services, or activities provided offer an optimal balance between their cost and the
quality, benefits, or outcomes they deliver.
Value for money is not solely about choosing the cheapest option; instead, it considers the overall efficiency, effectiveness, and long-
term value derived from an expenditure. For Bob, the Procurement Manager at ABC Ltd there are four key ways that he can
achieve this for all future purchases.
Value Engineering
This is looking at the components of a product and evaluating the value of each component individually.
You can then eliminate any components that do not add value to the end product. To do this Bob would choose a product to review
and determine whether any parts of this can be omitted (thus saving the company money) or could be replaced by components that
are of a higher quality at the same price (thus providing added value to the customer). For example, Bob could complete a Value
Engineering exercise on the new mobile phone prototype ABC plan to release next year. His findings may discover a way to provide
a higher quality camera at no additional cost or that some components don't add value and can be eliminated.
Consolidate demand
Bob can achieve value for money by consolidating demand at ABC ltd. This would mean rather than each individual person/
department ordering what they want when they need it, Bob creates a centralised process for ordering items in bulk for the
departments to share. For example, if each department require stationary to be ordered, Bob can consolidate this demand and
create one big order each quarter. This will likely result in cost savings for ABC as suppliers often offer discounts for large orders.
Moreover, consolidating demand will allow for saving in time (one person does the task once, rather than lots of people doing the
same task and duplicating work).
International sourcing
Bob may find there is value for money in changing suppliers and looking at international sourcing.
Often other countries outside of the UK can offer the same products at a lower cost. An example of this is manufactured goods from
China. By looking at international supply chains, Bob may be able to make cost-savings for ABC. He should be sure that when using
this technique there is no compromise on quality.
Whole Life Costing methodology
This is a technique Bob can use for procuring capital expenditure items for ABC. This involves looking at the costs of the item
throughout its lifecycle and not just the initial purchase price. For example, if Bob needs to buy a new delivery truck he should
consider not only the price of the truck, but also the costs of insurance for the truck, how expensive it is to buy replacement parts
such as tyres and the cost of disposing of the truck once it reaches the end of its life. By considering these factors Bob will ensure
that he buys the truck that represents the best value for money long term.
In conclusion Bob should ensure he uses these four techniques for all items he and his team procures in the future. This will ensure
ABC Ltd are always achieving value for money, and thus remain competitive in the marketplace.
Tutor Notes
- This case study is really short, and the ones you'll receive in the exam are often longer and give you more guidance on what they're
expecting you to write. With case study questions, you have to make your entire answer about Bob. So don't bring in examples from
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your own experience, rather, focus on giving examples for Bob.
- A good rule of thumb for case study questions is make sure you reference the case study once per paragraph.
- Value for Money is a really broad topic and you can pretty much argue anything that procurement does is helping to achieve value
for money. There's a large table of stuff that's considered VFM on p.38 but that table isn't exhaustive. So feel free to come up with
your own ideas for this type of essay.
Some additional tidbits of information on VFM:
- The 'academic' definition of Value for Money is 'the optimum combination of whole life cost and the quality necessary to meet the
customer's requirement'
- Value for Money is an important strategic objective for most organisations but particularly in the public sector. This is because the
public sector is financed by public money (taxes), so they must demonstrate that the organisation is using this money wisely. This
might be an interesting fact to put into an essay on VFM.
- Value can often be hard to quantify, particularly in the service industry. E.g. in customer service it can be difficult to quantify the
value of having knowledgeable and polite employees delivering the service.

NEW QUESTION # 37 
Describe the four main ways that a Public Sector organisation can procure goods or services (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
How to approach this question
- This question is testing to see if you know the 4 procurement procedures allowed in the Public Sector which are: open, restricted,
competitive dialogue, competitive dialogue with negotiation. The Public Sector is limited in how it can procure due to the Public
Contract Regulations, so things like Early Supplier Involvement isn't an option.
- The question doesn't specifically say it has to be these four, but these are the ones in the book. Because of the vagueness you
could say something like running a competition and awarding via a Framework instead.
Talking about Public Private Partnerships could also be appropriate but that is outside of the scope of this module (and Level! It
comes up in Level 5). These answers would be accepted.
- Also note that it doesn't say the UK in the question, so if you answered this about your own country, that would be fine.
Example Essay
Each country's government has its own regulations relating to how goods, services and works can be procured. The UK's
procurement rules is currently dictated by the Public Procurement Regulations 2015 which is based off EU Procurement Directives.
This piece of legislation will likely be superseded in Autumn
2023 due to the UK leaving the EU. Until this point, the PCR allows UK public sector organisations to procure in the following
ways: open, restricted, competitive dialogue, competitive dialogue with negotiation Open Procedure: This is the most straightforward
and transparent method. A local government issues an open tender for office supplies. Any company that provides these supplies
can submit a bid. The government then evaluates all bids based on price, quality, and delivery terms to select the supplier. Any
interested supplier can submit a tender. The process is open from the outset, and all submissions are evaluated against pre-defined
criteria. This procedure is used when you wish to attract a large number of bidders for the opportunity and is often posted online on
a platform such as Find A Tender.com so that suppliers can find the opportunity. If it is a large contract it is a requirement for details
to be published on OJEU. The disadvantage of using this approach is that you may receive many bids which can be time-consuming.
Restricted Procedure: In this method, the public sector organization invites suppliers to express their interest.
After a preliminary selection process, only those who meet the criteria are invited to submit tenders. This is used when the
opportunity is more technical, for example a healthcare authority needs specialized medical equipment. The authority would requests
expressions of interest from suppliers. After reviewing these, it invites a shortlist of qualified suppliers to submit detailed bids for
further evaluation. The benefit of this approach is that unsuitable suppliers are weeded out early, this saving time.
Competitive Dialogue: This is used for complex contracts where the organization cannot define the technical means or legal or
financial make-up of a project in advance. A dialogue with selected bidders is conducted to develop one or more suitable solutions,
which are then put out to tender. For example, a local council is planning a new public transport system but is unsure of the best
solution. It enters into a dialogue with several firms specializing in transport systems to explore various options before requesting final
bids based on the developed solutions. Suppliers can be eliminated through the dialogue process based on pre-determined criteria.
Competitive Dialogue with Negotiation: Similar to competitive dialogue, but with an added phase of negotiation. It's used for
particularly complex projects where the needs cannot be met without adaptation of readily available solutions. For example: a
government department requires a complex IT system that integrates various existing systems. It engages in a competitive dialogue to
develop potential solutions and then negotiates with bidders to refine these solutions before finalizing the contract. This procedure
allows for negotiations with the winning bidder to readjust requirements if needed.
The approach taken by a public sector organisation will depend on a number of factors, but in particular the complexity of the



project and whether there is a pre-determined scope. Other factors to consider include; the time-sensitiveness of the project and
how quickly the procurement exercise needs to be completed, the amount of suppliers in the marketplace, and whether suppliers
need to be consulted on to create the specification.
Tutor Notes
- These four procedures are outlined on p.212. Post PCR 2015, these procedures may change, or be renamed, depending on what
the UK government decide to do. So if you're taking this exam in November 2024 or later, note that the study guide is now out of
date and you should conduct a bit of your own research.
- You could also mention that the value of spend is a factor when public sector organisations are deciding on a procurement route.
For really low value stuff, like they need a new sofa for the office, most organisation's requirements are to get three quotes and
compare them. That isn't in the study guide, it's just real life (I've worked in this sector so know thisstuff). Each organisation will have
it's own thresholds for what procurement route needs to be taken, so I wouldn't comment on that but generally if it's under £10k
there's quite a bit of flexibility. Where you reach 'threshold' then things become very serious and there's much more scrutiny.
- Thresholds are not part of the syllabus so don't worry about learning this. But if you're interested have a read here: New public
procurement thresholds from 1 January 2024 - BM Insights - Blake Morgan

NEW QUESTION # 38 
Describe the key drivers for organisations who operate in the public, private and third sector (25 marks)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution inExplanation partbelow.
Explanation:
- There's 2 main approaches to layout you could take for this question. Firstly, divide your essay into three sections for the public,
private and third sectors and talk about the key drivers for each sector separately.
Alternatively, you could select a couple of drivers and form paragraphs around them, explaining in each paragraph whether the driver
is strong or weak or even applicable for the different sectors.
- Drivers you could talk about include attitudes towards money, survival in the industry, differentiation, need for transparency,
resources available, stakeholders, regulatory compliance
- Your answer should say why these are drivers in each of the industries, whether these drivers are strong or weak and why.
Example essay:
Organizations across the public, private, and third sectors operate within different paradigms, driven by distinct motivations and
constraints. Understanding these key drivers is essential for comprehending how these organizations function and achieve their
objectives. This essay explores the fundamental drivers of organizations in each of these sectors, focusing on attitudes towards
money, survival, differentiation, need for transparency, resource allocation, and stakeholder management.
Attitudes Towards Money:
The approach to profit significantly differentiates the sectors. In the private sector, profit is a primary driver, essential for survival and
rewarding shareholders. Conversely, the public sector is not profit-driven; its primary aim is to provide essential services to society,
regardless of financial gain. The third sector, often termed 'not-for-profit', also requires profit generation, but uniquely, all profits are
reinvested into the organization to further its aims, rather than being distributed as shareholder dividends. The Public-Sector needs to
'balance the books' but it is not a profit-generating area of the economy. The priority around money is ensuring that taxpayer money
is well spend and that procurement activities represent value for money.
Survival in the Industry:
Survival strategies vary across sectors. Private and third sector organizations must focus keenly on survival, necessitating efficiency
and sound business processes. The public sector, by contrast, can continue operating even when inefficient or running at a deficit, as
seen in cases like local councils operating with budget shortfalls. This difference underscores a greater urgency for efficient
management in the private and third sectors.
Differentiation:
Differentiation is a key driver in the private sector due to competition. Private entities often strive to distinguish their goods or
services to gain a competitive edge, either through cost competitiveness or unique offerings. However, differentiation is less of a
driver in the public and third sectors, where organizations are often sole providers of certain services or focus on specific social
causes without direct competition.
Need for Transparency and Regulatory Compliance:
Transparency and adherence to regulations are paramount in the public and third (not-for-profit) sectors. These sectors are highly
regulated, with public organizations adhering to regulations like the Public Contract Regulations 2015 and third sector organizations
following guidelines set by bodies like the Charities Commission. The public's right to information through mechanisms like Freedom
of Information requests further underscores this need for transparency. In contrast, the private sector faces less pressure for
transparency, though it is not entirely exempt from regulatory compliance.
Resource Availability:
The availability and management of resources are different across sectors. Public and third sector organizations often operate with



limited funds, making value for money a critical driver. They must achieve their objectives within these financial constraints. In
contrast, the private sector generally has greater flexibility in resource acquisition, able to raise funds through loans or share sales,
providing them with a broader scope for investment and expansion.
Stakeholder Management:
Stakeholder dynamics vary significantly among sectors. Public and third sector organizations often have a wide range of
stakeholders, though these stakeholders may not wield significant power. Conversely, stakeholders in private organizations, like
employees, can exert considerable influence, as seen in cases where employees might strike for better working conditions.
Therefore, managing and satisfying stakeholders can be a more pressing concern in the private sector compared to the public sector,
where actions like strikes can be legally restricted.
Conclusion:
In summary, organizations in the public, private, and third sectors are driven by different motivations and constraints. While profit is a
major driver in the private and third sectors, it serves different purposes in each.
Survival strategies, the need for differentiation, transparency requirements, resource management, and stakeholder relations all vary
significantly across these sectors, reflecting the distinct roles and responsibilities they hold in society. Understanding these key drivers
is crucial for anyone looking to navigate or interact with these diverse organizational landscapes effectively.
Tutor Notes:
- If you're asked about different sectors of the economy it can be difficult to know what to talk about. An easy way to remember
topics you can discuss in your essay is the acronym CAROLS which stands for:
Competition, Activity, Responsibilities, Objectives, Legal Restrictions and Stakeholders. This acronym may generate some ideas of
things you can discuss in your essay.
- This question takes some content from different Learning Outcomes throughout L4. Charities are discussed separately from Public
and Private Sectors in LO 4.4 p.230.

NEW QUESTION # 39 
Explain what is meant by the term Inventory Management System? Describe MRP and ERP systems explaining when they are used
and the advantages and disadvantages of using them (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
How to approach this question:
- Definition of Inventory Management System - a system, usually a piece of digital software, that helps an organisation manage their
inventory. It oversees the process of ordering stock, receiving it, storing it and converting it into finished goods. Used predominantly
in manufacturing organisations. MRP and ERP are types of IMS.
- MRP - Material Requirements Planning- this is a planning, scheduling, and inventory control system used to manage manufacturing
processes. Most MRP systems are software-based. The aim is to automate and improve the efficiency of ordering and processing
raw materials.
- ERP - Enterprise Resource Planning - this system uses MRP but also includes other operations such as finance, so allows for
budgeting and forecasting, and customer relations. ERP gives an organisation a more holistic overview compared to MRP which just
focuses on manufacturing.
- When they are used - predominantly in the manufacturing industry for the ordering of goods. Not used for services. Used when
there is a lot of maths involved in figuring out how much of something to order and when e.g. a chocolate manufacturer who needs to
produce 50,000 chocolate bars a day. MRP / ERP helps the organisation know what to order, how much and when. It helps
achieve the 5 Rights of Procurement.
- Advantages - the advantages of MRP and ERP are very similar and in most cases the same: more accurate than manual processes,
quicker response times, automated process frees up people to complete more added value tasks, flexibility, has real time information
to inform on decision making, improved responsiveness to customers, improved supply chain management, reduction in costs.
- Disadvantages - expensive, complicated, can break down or be hacked (as they're digital systems), only as good as the
information put into them. training required to use.
Example Essay:
IMS
An Inventory Management System (IMS) is a software application or set of tools designed to oversee and optimize the management
of a company's inventory. The primary goal of an inventory management system is to maintain an accurate record of stock levels,
streamline the procurement process, and ensure efficient order fulfilment. This system plays a crucial role in supporting businesses by
helping them avoid stockouts, reduce excess inventory, and enhance overall supply chain efficiency.
Inventory Management Systems have the following functions: demand management (which assists with forecasting, and helps the
avoidance of overstocking), helps to control stock levels (by stating minimum and maximum levels), replenishment of stock in line



with policies, allows automatic reordering when stock levels get low, tracks stock movements (e.g. around a warehouse), allows
communication with suppliers and end users, and helps increase safety by ensuring stock isn't damaged or deteriorating.
MRP
MRP stands for Material Requirements Planning, and it is a computer-based inventory management and production planning system
used by businesses to optimize the management of materials, components, and finished products in the manufacturing process. MRP
is a key component of Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) systems, focusing specifically on the planning and control of materials
and production resources.
MRP systems uses 3 main modules: 1. Master Production Schedule- information on customer orders, forecast orders, customer
requirements and stock orders 2. Bill of Materials - the recipe / breakdown of components of the finished product and 3. Inventory
Status File - tells you the current stock levels.
How MRP works- For example, a customer wants to order a new sofa. 1. input the customer order into MRP
2. Check finished stock and if there's a sofa, give the customer that sofa. If there isn't a sofa in stock, the MRP system will look at
the Bill of Materials- looking at individual materials needed to make the sofa and will order these, factoring in lead times 3. confirm
to customer what the lead time is on getting their new sofa, based on delivery time of materials and time to make it.
MRP is a simple system - it doesn't take into account other business processes and can go wrong due to inaccurate or outdated
information.
Advantages of the MRP process include the assurance that materials and components will be available when needed, minimised
inventory levels, reduced customer lead times, optimised inventory management, and improved overall customer satisfaction.
Disadvantages to the MRP process include a heavy reliance on input data accuracy (garbage in, garbage out), the high cost to
implement, and a lack of flexibility when it comes to the production schedule.
ERP
This is business management software which is used to collect, store, manage, and interpret data from many business activities. It
uses MRP but also includes other operations such as finance, HR and customer services.
Therefore it's more powerful than MRP. Where MRP can tell you how much of something to order and what the lead times are,
ERP can also consider how many staff are available each day (by looking at holidays and sickness) and factor this into the
manufacturing process. It can also produce accurate financial data, manage customer and supplier relationships.
ERP facilitates information flow between all business functions and manages connections to outside stakeholders. SAP and Oracle
are examples of ERP systems. There is also ERP II - this extends the system to include links with suppliers and supply chain
stakeholders One of the primary advantages of implementing an ERP system is the integration of information across various
departments. By providing a unified view of an organization's operations, an ERP system ensures that different functions work with
synchronized and consistent data, fostering improved decision-making and collaboration.
Operational efficiency is another significant benefit of ERP systems. Through the automation of routine tasks and streamlined
processes, organizations can achieve greater efficiency, reduce manual errors, and enhance overall productivity.
However, one of the primary disadvantages is the high initial implementation costs. Organizations must invest in software licenses,
training programs, and customization to align the ERP system with their specific needs.
The complexity of ERP systems and potential customization challenges can pose difficulties, requiring expertise and resources for
successful implementation.
Resistance to change among employees is a common hurdle when introducing ERP systems. Employees may be hesitant to adopt
new processes and technologies, leading to a slower transition period and potential inefficiencies during the learning curve.
Organizations also become dependent on ERP vendors for updates, support, and maintenance, and switching vendors can be
disruptive and costly.
In conclusion, while MRP and ERP systems offer numerous advantages in terms of operational efficiency, data integration, and
strategic planning, organizations must carefully weigh these benefits against the associated challenges. A well-planned and effectively
implemented system can contribute significantly to an organization's success, but the decision to adopt such a system should be
approached with a thorough understanding of both its advantages and potential drawbacks.
Tutor Notes
- This is a really hard topic if you don't have a manufacturing background. The way I think about it is this- imagine you're Cadbury's
and you're coming up to Easter. How much sugar do you need to buy and when do you need to buy it in order to make all your
Easter Eggs? Hard question right? Well MRP / ERP is the clever software that figures that all out for you. It will tell you how much
sugar needs to be bought on what day, in order for the delivery time to be right for manufacturing. It will consider storage costs and
how quickly Easter Eggs get made in the factory. It's honestly so clever. Feel free to use that example in your essay. Examples like
that show the examiner you understand the topic.
- Although they're fabulous systems, using MRP and ERP systems doesn't guarantee success- at the end of the day they're just
software- the key to success is in the accuracy of the data that's inputted into the systems and how the systems are used. That would
make a strong conclusion.
- This is a good simple video that explains the topic: What is Materials Requirement Planning (MRP)?
(youtube.com) I also like watching How Its Made - a documentary series about factory life. You can find it on BBC Iplayer. If you
don't have a manufacturing background it helps give context to some of these dry subjects like MRP and Just-in-Time
manufacturing.
- LO 3.4 p. 175



NEW QUESTION # 40 
Explain the main differences between the Public Sector and the Private Sector (25 marks)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the solution in Explanation part below.
Explanation:
Bottom of Form
Top of Form
- This is an open question. You could really talk about anything. Here's some ideas of content:
Example Essay
The public and private sectors, while both essential to a nation's economy, operate under different paradigms, primarily due to their
distinct drivers, stakeholders, regulations, procurement aims, and supplier relationships.
Drivers
The most fundamental difference lies in their drivers. Private sector organizations are primarily profit-driven; their existence hinges on
their ability to generate profits. This profit influences their strategies, operations, and overall objectives. Conversely, public sector
organizations are not driven by profit. Funded by taxpayer money, their primary objective is to deliver services effectively and
efficiently to the public. Their success is measured not in financial terms, but in how well they meet the service levels required by the
citizens who finance them through taxes.
Stakeholders
The range and influence of stakeholders in the two sectors also differ markedly. In the public sector, the stakeholder base is much
broader, encompassing every member of society who interacts with or benefits from public services like healthcare, policing, and
road maintenance. However, these stakeholders typically have less power to influence policy or practices. In contrast, stakeholders
in the private sector, such as shareholders and customers, often have a more significant influence on company policies and practices.
The private sector's narrower stakeholder base allows for more direct impact and influence from these groups.
Regulations
Regulations in the public sector are generally more stringent than in the private sector. Public sector entities, governed by regulations
like PCR 2015, must demonstrate sound procurement practices and are accountable to society at large. This contrasts with the
private sector, where companies have more latitude in choosing suppliers and are not obliged to justify their decisions publicly. The
private sector faces fewer regulatory constraints, allowing for more flexibility in business decisions.
Procurement Aims
Procurement in the public sector is guided by the principles of efficiency, economy, and effectiveness, often summarized as the '3 Es'.
The focus is on achieving value for money, considering both quality and price. In contrast, private sector procurement is more
diverse in its aims, reflecting the organization's specific goals, which could range from profit maximization to innovation or
sustainability. The private sector's procurement decisions are more closely aligned with the organization's unique values and
objectives.
Supplier Relationships
Finally, the nature of supplier relationships differs significantly between the two sectors. The public sector is mandated to maintain a
certain distance from its suppliers, ensuring equal treatment and open competition, as dictated by regulations like the PCR. This
contrasts with the private sector, where companies are free to develop closer, more strategic relationships with preferred suppliers.
The private sector can engage in practices like partnerships and Early Supplier Involvement, which are typically not permissible in the
public sector due to the need for impartiality and fairness.
In summary, while both sectors aim to deliver services or products effectively, the public sector's focus on service delivery for the
public good, stringent regulations, broad stakeholder base, and specific procurement principles, sets it apart from the private sector's
profit-driven, flexible, and more narrowly focused approach.
Tutor Notes
- At Level 4 the questions are usually explain or describe, so don't worry too much about doing an in depth
'compare and contrast' style of answer. They don't expect that level of detail here. Simply saying Public Sector does X and Private
Sector does Y is all you need.
- I have mentioned PCR 2015 - if you're taking this exam in 2025 you may need to update this reference with the new regulations.
- LO 4.3 p.220 / p. 226
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