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CIPS L5M1 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Understand and Apply Approaches to Managing Individuals: This section of the exam measures skills of
HR Managers and focuses on managing individual behaviour effectively. It examines how differences in
behavioural characteristics affect management style and approach, highlighting diversity, emotional
intelligence, and assessment techniques for development. The section also covers the creation and
management of knowledge, formal and informal learning processes, cognitive and behavioural learning
theories, motivation theories including intrinsic and extrinsic factors, and factors influencing job satisfaction
such as job design, collaboration, and flexible working arrangements.
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Topic 2

Understand and Apply Approaches to Planning and Managing Work Groups or Teams: This section of the
exam measures skills of Team Leaders and covers the dynamics and effectiveness of work groups or
teams. Candidates are tested on understanding group vision, values, norms, and alignment, as well as
formal and informal group structures. The syllabus includes strategies for developing effective teams, team
roles, self-managed teams, virtual team management, diversity benefits, and conflict management. It also
assesses knowledge of team development, learning integration, role congruence, and approaches for
merging, disbanding, or changing teams.

Topic 3

Understand, Analyse, and Apply Management and Organisational Approaches: This section of the exam
measures skills of Operations Managers and covers the understanding and evaluation of organisational
behaviour and management approaches. It assesses knowledge of individual and team behaviour,
organisational structures, and the psychological contract, as well as factors like STEEPLED influences.
Candidates are tested on traditional and contemporary management approaches, including administrative,
scientific, and human relations methods, as well as postmodernism, socio-technical systems, and distributed
leadership. The role of individuals, teams, and organisational culture in shaping behaviour is also evaluated.

Topic 4

Assess the Application of Management Concepts and Principles in a Procurement and Supply Function:
This section of the exam measures skills of Procurement Managers and focuses on applying management
principles within procurement and supply operations. Candidates are tested on aligning team knowledge,
skills, and behaviours with organisational strategy, defining the scope of operations, and developing teams.
The syllabus also includes managing stakeholder relationships, building trust, promoting collaboration,
fostering a culture of learning, sharing procurement knowledge, professional development, and the
importance of personal behaviours such as unbiased decision-making, communication, creativity, and
reflective practice to enhance procurement and supply effectiveness.

CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q10-Q15):
NEW QUESTION # 10 
How can a procurement manager embed a culture of life-long learning within the department? (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
A culture of lifelong learning means that employees see continuous development as a normal part of their work, rather than a one-off
event. For a procurement manager, embedding this culture requires leadership, systems, and consistent encouragement.
The first step is to lead by example. If the procurement manager demonstrates commitment to professional learning (e.g., pursuing
CIPS qualifications or attending industry events), team members are more likely to follow. Role-modelling is a powerful way of
embedding culture.
Secondly, the manager can create structured training and development programmes. This could include formal training courses on
negotiation, category management, or e-procurement systems, combined with informal methods like mentoring and peer learning.
Having clear learning pathways ensures staff know how to develop their careers.
Thirdly, the manager should encourage knowledge sharing within the team. This may involve "lunch and learn" sessions, after-action
reviews of sourcing projects, or creating knowledge repositories where lessons learned are stored for future use. Sharing
experiences embeds learning into daily work.
Fourthly, embedding learning into performance management is key. Training and development goals should be included in staff
appraisals. For example, procurement assistants could be required to complete CPD (Continuing Professional Development) hours
each year as part of their objectives.
Fifthly, the manager should encourage external engagement. Attending conferences, webinars, or supplier innovation workshops
exposes staff to new ideas and best practices. In procurement, this is vital for staying ahead of supply chain trends such as
sustainability or digitalisation.
Sixthly, the manager should recognise and reward learning efforts. When staff complete training, gain qualifications, or demonstrate
new skills, this should be acknowledged publicly. Recognition motivates others to commit to learning.
Finally, the manager should ensure that resources and time are allocated for development. Lifelong learning will not happen if staff
are overloaded with daily tasks. By scheduling training days or setting aside budgets, the manager signals that learning is valued.
Conclusion:
A procurement manager can embed lifelong learning by role-modelling development, providing structured training, encouraging
knowledge sharing, linking learning to performance reviews, and recognising achievements. By creating this culture, the department



becomes more skilled, innovative, and motivated, which ultimately delivers greater value to the organisation.

NEW QUESTION # 11 
Discuss 4 factors that make up the individual and 3 different ways a manager can lead a team (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Understanding individuals is crucial for effective leadership. People bring unique qualities to the workplace, which influence how they
behave, perform, and interact. Four important factors that make up the individual are as follows.
Firstly, personality plays a major role. Traits such as extroversion, conscientiousness, or openness (from models like the Big Five)
influence how individuals communicate, make decisions, and fit into teams. For example, an extrovert may thrive in negotiation roles,
while an introvert may excel in analytical procurement tasks.
Secondly, attitudes and values shape how individuals respond to work situations. Values around ethics, sustainability, or fairness can
influence motivation and alignment with organisational culture. In procurement, a professional with strong ethical values may be more
resistant to corruption risks.
Thirdly, perception and motivation affect behaviour. Individuals interpret situations differently, and motivation theories such as
Maslow, Herzberg or McGregor's Theory X/Y show how personal drivers impact performance. Some may be motivated by pay,
others by recognition or career development.
Finally, abilities and skills define what individuals can contribute. These include technical competencies, problem-solving skills, and
interpersonal abilities. A skilled negotiator, for example, adds significant value to a procurement team.
Managers must also choose effective ways to lead teams. Three common approaches are:
Autocratic leadership - where the manager makes decisions without consulting the team. This can be effective in crises or routine,
highly regulated tasks (e.g., compliance procurement), but risks low morale if overused.
Democratic or participative leadership - where managers involve team members in decision-making. This improves engagement,
creativity, and buy-in. For example, involving procurement staff in category strategy development can generate stronger results.
Laissez-faire leadership - where the manager provides minimal direction, allowing the team high autonomy. This works well when
teams are highly skilled and self-motivated, but may cause confusion if individuals lack experience.
In conclusion, individuals are shaped by their personality, values, perceptions/motivations, and skills, all of which affect their
workplace performance. Managers can choose between autocratic, democratic, or laissez-faire leadership depending on the
situation. Successful leaders adapt their style to the individuals and teams they manage, ensuring both high performance and
motivation.

NEW QUESTION # 12 
Discuss 5 ways in which a Procurement Manager may approach conflict. You may refer to the Thomas Kilmann model in your
answer (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Conflict is common in organisations and in procurement, where competing priorities, supplier issues, and internal pressures often
clash. The Thomas-Kilmann Conflict Model identifies five different approaches managers may use to handle conflict, depending on
the situation and the desired outcome.
The first approach is Competing (high concern for task, low concern for people). Here the manager asserts their own position to
achieve quick results, even at the expense of relationships. For example, a procurement manager may insist on enforcing compliance
with tendering rules despite stakeholder resistance. This is effective in crises but can harm morale if overused.
The second is Accommodating (low concern for task, high concern for people). In this style, the manager prioritises relationships by
giving way to the other party's needs. For instance, a procurement manager might accept a stakeholder's preferred supplier to
maintain goodwill, even if it is not the cheapest option. This preserves harmony but risks poor business outcomes if used too often.
The third approach is Avoiding (low concern for both task and people). Here, the manager withdraws from the conflict or postpones
action. This may be appropriate when the issue is minor or when emotions are high, giving time for reflection. However, in
procurement, avoiding conflict with a poor-performing supplier may worsen problems over time.
The fourth is Collaborating (high concern for both task and people). This involves working with others to find win-win solutions. For
example, a procurement manager may work with finance and operations to balance cost, quality, and sustainability objectives in



supplier selection. This is often the most effective approach but requires time and trust.
Finally, Compromising (medium concern for task and people) involves each side giving up something to reach a middle ground. For
instance, a procurement manager may agree to split supplier contracts between two stakeholders' preferences. This provides quick
solutions but may leave all parties partially dissatisfied.
Conclusion:
A procurement manager can approach conflict through competing, accommodating, avoiding, collaborating, or compromising. Each
has strengths and weaknesses. The best managers adapt their style depending on the importance of the issue, the urgency of the
decision, and the relationships involved. In procurement, collaboration often delivers the most sustainable results, but flexibility across
all five approaches is key.

NEW QUESTION # 13 
Describe the key principles of the Taylorism school of thought on Management (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
The Taylorism school of thought, also known as Scientific Management, was developed by Frederick Winslow Taylor in the early
20th century. It aimed to improve efficiency and productivity by applying systematic, scientific methods to the management of work.
Its key principles can be summarised as follows.
The first principle is the scientific study of work. Taylor rejected traditional "rule of thumb" methods, instead advocating time-and-
motion studies to identify the most efficient way of completing tasks. This broke jobs into smaller, measurable steps.
Secondly, Taylor emphasised the division of labour and specialisation. Workers should focus on narrowly defined tasks, allowing
them to become faster and more efficient, similar to parts in a machine.
Thirdly, he argued for scientific selection and training of workers. Instead of leaving workers to train themselves, managers should
select the right person for the job and provide formal training in the "one best way" to complete tasks.
Fourthly, Taylor stressed managerial control and supervision. He believed management should plan, organise and set methods, while
workers should focus on carrying them out. This created a strong separation between planning and execution.
Finally, Taylor promoted financial incentives as motivators. He assumed that workers are primarily motivated by pay, so piece-rate
systems and performance-based rewards were used to encourage higher output.
Taylorism brought many benefits, such as increased productivity, efficiency, and predictability in mass production industries.
However, it also attracted criticism for treating workers like machines, reducing autonomy, and ignoring social and psychological
needs. From a modern procurement perspective, its ideas are still visible in standardised processes such as purchase-to-pay
systems, KPIs, and efficiency-driven shared services. However, organisations today often balance these principles with more
human-centred approaches to motivation and teamwork.
In conclusion, the key principles of Taylorism were scientific analysis of work, specialisation, scientific selection and training, strict
managerial control, and financial incentives. While its focus on efficiency shaped early management thinking, modern leaders must
also consider motivation, empowerment, and adaptability to achieve sustainable success.

NEW QUESTION # 14 
Explain what a 'bureaucratic' management style is (10 points). What are the advantages and disadvantages of this? (10 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
A bureaucratic management style is based on the theories of Max Weber, who described bureaucracy as a structured, rule-based
and hierarchical way of organising work. In this style, managers rely heavily on formal rules, policies and procedures to direct
employee behaviour. Decision-making authority follows a clear chain of command, and employees are expected to follow
established processes without deviation. Job roles are highly specialised and responsibilities are clearly defined. The emphasis is on
order, consistency and compliance rather than flexibility or creativity.
This approach is often seen in government departments, regulatory bodies, or large organisations where compliance, accountability
and control are critical. For example, in procurement and supply, bureaucratic management may be applied in highly regulated
environments such as public sector purchasing, where adherence to policies, legal frameworks and audit requirements is essential.
Advantages of the bureaucratic style include:
Clarity and consistency: clear rules and procedures mean employees know exactly what is expected of them.



Fairness and equality: decisions are made based on rules, not personal favouritism, reducing bias.
Accountability and control: strong documentation and audit trails improve transparency.
Efficiency in routine tasks: structured processes can streamline repetitive, transactional work (e.g., purchase-to-pay).
Disadvantages include:
Inflexibility: rigid rules make it difficult to adapt to change or unique situations.
Low motivation: workers may feel disempowered or demoralised by lack of autonomy.
Slow decision-making: multiple levels of approval can create delays.
Stifled innovation: focus on compliance discourages creativity and proactive problem-solving.
In conclusion, the bureaucratic management style is effective where consistency, compliance and control are needed, such as in
regulated procurement activities. However, it can be limiting in dynamic environments where flexibility, innovation and speed of
decision-making are essential. Successful managers may therefore adopt bureaucratic methods for governance but balance them with
more adaptive styles for strategic and innovative work.

NEW QUESTION # 15
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