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Construction Specifications Institute Construction Documents Technologist
Sample Questions (Q48-Q53):
NEW QUESTION # 48 
Which of these is NOT a graphical format used to establish order and organization of construction drawings?

A. United States National CAD Standard
B. MasterFormat
C. American Institute of Architects (AIA) CAD Layer Guidelines
D. Construction Specifications Institute (CSI) Uniform Drawing System

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 49 
What is the primary purpose of MasterFormat?

A. To organize cost estimates by major project element
B. To provide a uniform system for the organization of information in project manuals
C. To establish an order of information within specification sections
D. To create a master list of Level 3 and Level 4 section titles

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 50 
What is the compositional format for standardizing the presentation of specification information on a printed page in a way that is
meant to be easy to read and quick to navigate?

A. PageFormat
B. PPDFormat
C. SectionFormat
D. UniFormat

Answer: A

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation (CSI-aligned, paraphrased)
CSI has several coordinated formats, each with a specific purpose:
* UniFormat - organizes information by building systems and assemblies (e.g., substructure, superstructure, interiors), used for early
design and cost models.
* PPDFormat (Preliminary Project Description Format) - organizes preliminary descriptions of the project using a system-based
structure for early-phase documentation.
* SectionFormat - organizes the content of each specification section into three parts: Part 1 - General, Part 2 - Products, Part 3 -
Execution.
* PageFormat - defines the layout and composition of information on the printed page of specifications, including margins,
headers/footers, article arrangement, and typography conventions so that the document is easy to read and navigate quickly.
The question specifically asks for:
"the compositional format for standardizing the presentation of specification information on a printed page...
easy to read and quick to navigate."
That is exactly what PageFormat is for, so the correct answer is:
* C. PageFormat
Why the others are incorrect in this context:
* A. UniFormat - classification system for systems / assemblies; it does not prescribe how the text is positioned on a printed page.
* B. PPDFormat - used for structuring preliminary project descriptions, not for page layout.
* D. SectionFormat - structures the logical content within a spec section (Part 1-3), but does not itself define margins, columns,
headers, or the graphic layout of the printed page-that's PageFormat's role.
Key CSI-Related References (titles only):
* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - chapters on SectionFormat and PageFormat.
* CSI MasterFormat / UniFormat / PPDFormat publications - introductions describing each standard's purpose.



* CSI CDT Study Materials - overview of CSI formats and how they interact.

NEW QUESTION # 51 
Which team member is actively involved and interested in all phases of the project?

A. Owners
B. Manufacturers/suppliers
C. Architects/engineers
D. Contractors

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 52 
Lump sum, unit price, and cost-plus-fee are examples of what?

A. Cost estimate
B. Delivery method
C. Basis of payment
D. Bonding system

Answer: C

Explanation:
CSI distinguishes between project delivery methods (e.g., Design-Bid-Build, Construction Management at Risk, Design-Build) and
methods of compensation / basis of payment for the construction contract.
Lump sum, unit price, and cost-plus-fee are classic examples of basis of payment (sometimes called pricing or compensation
methods):
* Lump sum - A single fixed price for the entire work, based on the contract documents.
* Unit price - Payment based on measured quantities of work items at agreed unit rates.
* Cost-plus-fee - The owner reimburses actual costs of the work plus a fee (which may be fixed or a percentage).
These are not delivery methods or bonding systems; they describe how the contractor is paid under the construction contract, so
Option C is correct.
Why the others are incorrect:
* A. Delivery method - Delivery methods describe the organizational and contractual structure (who holds contracts with whom and
when they are engaged), not how payment is calculated.
* B. Bonding system - Bonds (bid, performance, payment) are surety instruments, not pricing arrangements.
* D. Cost estimate - An estimate is a forecast of probable cost, not the contractual method of payment.
CSI-aligned references (no URLs):
* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - distinctions between delivery methods and compensation methods.
* CSI CDT Body of Knowledge - lump sum, unit price, and cost-plus as bases of payment within procurement and contracting.

NEW QUESTION # 53
......
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