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practice materials.
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We guarantee you that our top-rated Palo Alto Networks SecOps-Pro practice exam (PDF, desktop practice test software, and
web-based practice exam) will enable you to pass the Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional (SecOps-Pro)
certification exam on the very first go. The authority of itPass4sure in SecOps-Pro Exam Questions rests on its being high-quality
and prepared according to the latest pattern.

Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional Sample Questions
(Q13-Q18):
NEW QUESTION # 13 
A recent zero-day exploit targeting a common application has been identified. Palo Alto Networks has quickly released a new
WildFire signature for it. A security team using Cortex XDR needs to ensure maximum protection across their environment against
this new threat without manual intervention on every endpoint. Which of the following statements accurately describes how Cortex
XDR and WildFire deliver this protection automatically?

A. The new WildFire signature is integrated into Cortex XDR's cloud-based detection engines. When an XDR agent detects
a suspicious activity matching the zero-day, it sends an event to the Cortex XDR cloud, which then cross-references with the
updated WildFire intelligence to generate an alert, requiring manual remediation.
B. Cortex XDR agents periodically upload suspicious files to WildFire for analysis. Once WildFire determines a verdict for
the zero-day, it then pushes a global block list to all XDR agents, which is then enforced. This process can take several hours.
C. Cortex XDR agents automatically download the new WildFire signature database hourly and apply it locally. This ensures
immediate protection, as the agent can then block the exploit even if disconnected from the cloud.
D. The new WildFire signature is pushed as a content update to the Palo Alto Networks Next-Generation Firewalls.
Endpoints protected by these firewalls will be prevented from downloading the malicious file. Cortex XDR agents then report
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successful blocks.
E. WildFire's cloud service automatically updates its threat intelligence. When an endpoint encounters a file or process related
to the zero-day, Cortex XDR's Anti-Malware or Behavioral Threat Protection will query WildFire in real-time, receiving the
updated verdict. This allows for immediate blocking without local signature updates.

Answer: E

Explanation:
Option B correctly describes the real-time protection mechanism. WildFire's strength lies in its cloud-based, constantly updated
threat intelligence. Cortex XDR agents (specifically, components like Anti-Malware and Behavioral Threat Protection) do not
download WildFire's full signature database. Instead, when they encounter an unknown or suspicious file/behavior, they query the
WildFire cloud service in real-time (or near real-time, for some components). WildFire then returns the latest verdict, including newly
identified zero-day signatures, allowing Cortex XDR to immediately block the threat. This model ensures rapid response to new
threats without requiring constant local signature updates on endpoints.

NEW QUESTION # 14 
A sophisticated nation-state actor has compromised an internal development server, using advanced techniques to evade traditional
endpoint detection and response (EDR) and network intrusion detection systems (NIDS). Cortex XSIAM has collected extensive
telemetry, but the incident is not immediately obvious from high-severity alerts. The SOC team suspects data staging and eventual
exfiltration. Which combination of XSIAM's advanced capabilities would be most effective for a threat hunter to uncover this
stealthy activity and create a targeted response plan? (Select all that apply)

A. Manually reviewing millions of raw log entries from each telemetry source without using XSIAM's aggregation or analytics
features.
B. Leveraging XSIAM's built-in Machine Learning and Artificial Intelligence models to identify deviations from established
baselines for user behavior and network traffic, which might highlight subtle indicators of compromise (e.g., 'low-and-slow'
data exfiltration).
C. Performing deep behavioral threat hunting using XQL queries to identify anomalies like uncommon process parent-child
relationships, execution of utilities from unusual directories, or file access patterns atypical for the development server's role.
D. Relying solely on static malware signatures to detect the threat, assuming the adversary uses known malicious binaries.
E. Utilizing XSIAM's XDR stitching to connect seemingly disparate low-severity alerts (e.g., unusual logon times, small
outbound data transfers, infrequent process executions) across endpoint, network, and cloud into a cohesive attack story.

Answer: B,C,E

Explanation:
Nation-state attacks are stealthy and require advanced detection. Option A (XDR stitching) is crucial for connecting subtle,
seemingly unrelated events into a complete attack narrative, which is often how advanced persistent threats are uncovered. Option B
(deep behavioral hunting with XQL) allows analysts to proactively search for specific TTPs that deviate from normal behavior.
Option D (ML/AI models) are essential for identifying 'low-and-slow' anomalies that human analysts might miss. Option C is
ineffective against sophisticated, unknown threats. Option E is impractical and inefficient for large datasets.

NEW QUESTION # 15 
A security analyst is tasked with optimizing incident response workflows in Cortex XSIAM. They notice that a significant number of
'Malware Detected' incidents are created, but many are false positives due to a specific legacy application. Current playbooks
initiate a full endpoint isolation and forensic data collection for every malware detection, causing unnecessary disruption. The analyst
wants to refine the automation: if a 'Malware Detected' alert originates from the legacy application's directory (e.g., C: \
LegacyApp\), the Playbook should instead submit the file hash to an internal allow-list system (via API) and only proceed with full
response if the hash is NOT found in the allow-list. Otherwise, the incident should be automatically closed as a false positive. Which
XSIAM automation components and logic are required for this optimization?

A. Manually review each 'Malware Detected' incident, and if it's from the legacy app, manually submit the hash to the allow-
list and then manually close the incident.
B. Create a separate 'Remediation Action' that specifically targets the legacy application, but it would still require manual
triggering by the analyst.
C. Create a new 'Automation Rule' that triggers a 'Playbook' for 'Malware Detected' incidents. Within this Playbook, use a
'Conditional' action to check if the file path contains 'c: If true, use a 'Generic API/HTTP' action to query the internal allow-list
system. An 'If-Else' action would then evaluate the API response: if 'NOT found', proceed with full response; else, use an
'Update Incident' action to set status to 'Closed' and 'Disposition' to 'False Positive'.



D. Modify the XQL detection rule to exclude alerts from c: effectively preventing incident creation for these paths.
E. Implement a 'Suppression Rule' in XSIAM to automatically suppress all 'Malware Detected' alerts originating from the
legacy application's path.

Answer: C

Explanation:
Option B provides the sophisticated and automated solution needed. A new 'Automation Rule' ensures this specific Playbook runs
only for 'Malware Detected' incidents. A 'Conditional' action (often part of an 'If-Else' or decision block within a Playbook) is crucial
to check the file path. The 'Generic API/HTTP' action allows integration with the custom internal allow-list system. The subsequent
'If-Else' logic is critical: if the hash is not on the allow-list (meaning it's a true positive even from the legacy app), the Playbook
continues with the full response; otherwise, it takes the 'False Positive' path. Finally, the 'Update Incident' action is used to
programmatically close the incident with the correct disposition. Option A (modifying the XQL rule) is too blunt; it would prevent
detection entirely, which is risky if a real threat exploits the legacy app. Option C (Suppression Rule) also hides the alerts instead of
intelligently triaging them. Option D is manual. Option E lacks the conditional automation.

NEW QUESTION # 16 
During the 'Recovery' phase of the NIST Incident Response Plan, after a data exfiltration incident, a SOC analyst needs to ensure
the integrity of critical data and systems before bringing them back online. Which of the following technical validation steps,
incorporating Palo Alto Networks capabilities, is crucial for a robust recovery and prevents re-infection?

A. Deploy a new set of firewall rules that block all outbound traffic from the recovered segment, then conduct user training on
phishing awareness.
B. Restore data from the latest backup, then perform a full network vulnerability scan using an external scanner to identify
remaining open ports.
C. Implement an entirely new network architecture, replacing all compromised hardware, before restoring any data.
D. Confirm service availability by pinging critical servers and checking website uptime, then update all system passwords
across the organization.
E. After restoring systems, leverage Cortex XDR's post-infection analysis to scan for any residual malicious files or processes,
and cross-reference logs with WildFire verdicts for newly seen executables.

Answer: E

Explanation:
The 'Recovery' phase involves restoring affected systems and services. Option C is key for robust recovery and preventing re-
infection. Simply restoring from backup (A) doesn't guarantee the backup itself wasn't compromised or that new malware wasn't
introduced during recovery. Using Cortex XDR's post-infection analysis for residual threats and correlating with WildFire verdicts
ensures that restored systems are clean from known and potentially new (zero-day) malware, providing a high level of confidence
before full reintegration. Blocking all outbound traffic (B) is too restrictive for recovery, and user training is for prevention. Pinging
servers (D) is a basic availability check, not a security validation. Implementing a completely new network architecture (E) is an
extreme and often impractical step for most recovery scenarios.

NEW QUESTION # 17 
During a forensic investigation using Cortex XDR, an analyst discovers a persistent backdoor communicating with an external IP
address (192.0. 2.100). The analyst needs to quickly determine if this IP address is associated with known malicious activity and
implement a preventative measure. Which of the following actions, leveraging Cortex products, would be the most efficient and
comprehensive approach?

A. Initiate a 'Live Response' session in Cortex XDR on affected endpoints to block outbound connections to 192.0.2.100
locally.
B. Manually add 192.0.2.100 to a custom Block List on the Next-Generation Firewall (NGFW) and then perform a 'Threat
Vault' lookup in Cortex XDR.
C. Utilize Cortex XSOAR to orchestrate a lookup of 192 .0.2.100 against multiple integrated threat intelligence feeds (e.g.,
Unit 42, AlienVault OT X), and if identified as malicious, automatically push a dynamic block rule to all relevant NGFWs.
D. Create a new 'Alert Rule' in Cortex XDR specifically for connections to 192.0.2. lee to monitor future attempts.
E. Perform a 'Packet Capture' in Cortex XDR for all traffic to and from 192.0.2.100 to gather more evidence before taking
any action.

Answer: C



Explanation:
Option B represents the most efficient and comprehensive approach. Cortex XSOARs orchestration capabilities allow for
automated enrichment of IP addresses using various threat intelligence sources. More importantly, if confirmed malicious, XSOAR
can automatically push block rules to NGFWs, ensuring network-wide prevention.
Option A involves manual steps and doesn't leverage the full automation potential.
Option C is a per-endpoint solution, not network-wide.
Option D is an investigative step, not a preventative measure.
Option E is monitoring, not blocking.

NEW QUESTION # 18
......
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