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Palo Alto Networks PCCP Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Cybersecurity:This section of the exam measures skills of a Cybersecurity Practitioner and covers
fundamental concepts of cybersecurity, including the components of the authentication, authorization, and
accounting (AAA) framework, attacker techniques as defined by the MITRE ATT&CK framework, and
key principles of Zero Trust such as continuous monitoring and least privilege access. It also addresses
understanding advanced persistent threats (APT) and common security technologies like identity and
access management (IAM), multi-factor authentication (MFA), mobile device and application
management, and email security.

Topic 2

Secure Access: This part of the exam measures skills of a Secure Access Engineer and focuses on defining
and differentiating Secure Access Service Edge (SASE) and Secure Service Edge (SSE). It covers
challenges related to confidentiality, integrity, and availability of data and applications across data, private
apps, SaaS, and AI tools. It examines security technologies including secure web gateways, enterprise
browsers, remote browser isolation, data loss prevention (DLP), and cloud access security brokers
(CASB). The section also describes Software-Defined Wide Area Network (SD-WAN) and Prisma
SASE solutions such as Prisma Access, SD-WAN, AI Access, and enterprise DLP.

Topic 3

Network Security: This domain targets a Network Security Specialist and includes knowledge of Zero
Trust Network Access (ZTNA) characteristics, functions of stateless and next-generation firewalls
(NGFWs), and the purpose of microsegmentation. It also covers common network security technologies
such as intrusion prevention systems (IPS), URL filtering, DNS security, VPNs, and SSL
TLS decryption. Candidates must understand the limitations of signature-based protection, deployment
options for NGFWs, cybersecurity concerns in operational technology (OT) and IoT, cloud-delivered
security services, and AI-powered security functions like Precision AI.

Topic 4

Security Operations: This final section measures skills of a Security Operations Analyst and covers key
characteristics and practices of threat hunting and incident response processes. It explains functions and
benefits of security information and event management (SIEM) platforms, security orchestration,
automation, and response (SOAR) tools, and attack surface management (ASM) platforms. It also
highlights the functionalities of Cortex solutions, including XSOAR, Xpanse, and XSIAM, and describes
services offered by Palo Alto Networks’ Unit 42.

Topic 5

Cloud Security: This section targets a Cloud Security Specialist and addresses major cloud architectures
and topologies. It discusses security challenges like application security, cloud posture, and runtime
security. Candidates will learn about technologies securing cloud environments such as Cloud Security
Posture Management (CSPM) and Cloud Workload Protection Platforms (CWPP), as well as the
functions of a Cloud Native Application Protection Platform (CNAPP) and features of Cortex Cloud.

Palo Alto Networks Certified Cybersecurity Practitioner Sample Questions
(Q98-Q103):
NEW QUESTION # 98 
Which IPsec feature allows device traffic to go directly to the Internet?

A. IKE Security Association
B. Split tunneling
C. d.Authentication Header (AH)
D. Diffie-Hellman groups

Answer: B

Explanation:
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"Or split tunneling can be configured to allow internet traffic from the device to go directly to the internet, while other specific types
of traffic route through the IPsec tunnel, for acceptable protection with much less performance degradation."

NEW QUESTION # 99 
From which resource does Palo Alto Networks AutoFocus correlate and gain URL filtering intelligence?

A. Unit 52
B. MineMeld
C. PAN-DB
D. BrightCloud

Answer: C

Explanation:
When you enable URL Filtering, all web traffic is compared against the URL Filtering database, PAN-DB, which contains millions
of URLs that have been grouped into about 65 categories.

NEW QUESTION # 100 
Which component of cloud security is used to identify misconfigurations during the development process?

A. SaaS security
B. Network security
C. Container security
D. Code security

Answer: D

Explanation:
Code security focuses on identifying vulnerabilities and misconfigurations early in the development process. It uses tools like static
code analysis and infrastructure-as-code (IaC) scanning to ensure secure coding and configuration before deployment.

NEW QUESTION # 101 
What is the purpose of SIEM?

A. Securing cloud-based applications
B. Automating the security team's incident response
C. Real-time monitoring and analysis of security events
D. Filtering webpages employees are allowed to access

Answer: C

Explanation:
SIEM stands for security information and event management. It is a technology that collects, analyzes, and reports on security-
related data from various sources within an organization's network. The purpose of SIEM is to provide real-time monitoring and
analysis of security events, such as user logins, file access, and changes to critical system files. SIEM helps security teams to detect
and respond to potential threats, as well as to meet compliance requirements and improve their cybersecurity posture. References:
What Is Security Information and Event Management (SIEM)? - Palo Alto Networks, What is a SIEM Solution? - Palo Alto
Networks, Integrate IoT Security with SIEM - Palo Alto Networks

NEW QUESTION # 102 
What role do containers play in cloud migration and application management strategies?

A. They serve as a template manager for software applications and services.
B. They are used to orchestrate virtual machines (VMs) in cloud environments.
C. They enable companies to use cloud-native tools and methodologies.
D. They are used for data storage in cloud environments.



Answer: C

Explanation:
Containers encapsulate applications and their dependencies into lightweight, portable units that can run consistently across multiple
environments. This abstraction supports cloud-native development by enabling microservices architectures, rapid deployment, and
scaling within orchestration platforms like Kubernetes. Containers accelerate cloud migration by decoupling applications from
infrastructure, facilitating automation, and continuous integration/continuous deployment (CI/CD) workflows. Palo Alto Networks
addresses container security by integrating runtime protection, vulnerability scanning, and compliance enforcement within its Prisma
Cloud platform, ensuring safe adoption of cloud-native tools and methodologies.

NEW QUESTION # 103
......
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