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Construction Specifications Institute Construction Documents Technologist
Sample Questions (Q88-Q93):
NEW QUESTION # 88 
The three types of commissioning include systems and equipment commissioning, building envelope commissioning, and what other
process?

A. Total project commissioning
B. Facility commissioning
C. Mechanical commissioning
D. Process commissioning

Answer: A

Explanation:
CSI defines commissioning as a quality-focused process that verifies the facility and its systems meet the Owner's Project
Requirements (OPR). In the Project Delivery Practice Guide, commissioning is categorized into three broad types (paraphrased):
* Systems and equipment commissioning - verifying that HVAC, electrical, plumbing, life safety, and other building systems perform
as intended.
* Building envelope commissioning - verifying performance of the exterior enclosure, including air
/water infiltration, thermal performance, and durability.
* Total project commissioning (also called whole-building or total building commissioning) - extending commissioning to the entire
project, including design, construction, and operational aspects, integrating envelope, systems, and other building components.
Given that the question already lists "systems and equipment commissioning" and "building envelope commissioning," the missing third
category described by CSI is "total project commissioning", which corresponds to Option D.
Why the other options are not correct:
* A. Mechanical commissioning - This is a subset of systems and equipment commissioning (focused on HVAC/mechanical
systems), not one of CSI's three overarching categories.
* B. Facility commissioning - While the term might be used informally, CSI's categorized terminology in the CDT body of
knowledge is "total project commissioning" rather than "facility commissioning."
* C. Process commissioning - This term is more common in industrial process industries and is not identified by CSI as one of the
three principal commissioning categories for building projects.
CSI References (no links):
* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - sections on commissioning types and scope (total project, systems and equipment, building
envelope).

NEW QUESTION # 89 
Where can you typically find requirements for temporary toilet facilities?

A. Division 01 - General Requirements
B. The Owner-Contractor Agreement
C. Division 22 - Plumbing
D. Supplementary General Conditions

Answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 90 
Which of the following elements should be included in Supplementary Conditions?

A. Claims and dispute resolution requirements
B. Termination of the work by owner or contractor
C. Requirements for a schedule of values
D. Equal employment opportunity requirements

Answer: D

Explanation:
CSI organizes the contract documents into a logical hierarchy:



* General Conditions - Standard baseline clauses on rights, responsibilities, procedures (e.g., claims, dispute resolution, termination,
payments, schedule of values reference).
* Supplementary Conditions - Project-specific modifications or additions to the General Conditions, often driven by laws, funding
requirements, or owner policies.
* Division 01 - General Requirements - Administrative and procedural requirements specific to the project (submittals, schedule of
values procedures, temporary facilities, etc.), coordinated with the Conditions of the Contract.
CSI's guidance (as used for CDT) explains that Supplementary Conditions are the place to add or modify contract conditions to
comply with local laws, regulations, and owner requirements that go beyond or differ from the standard General Conditions. Typical
items include:
* Project-specific insurance requirements and limits,
* Local wage requirements,
* Equal Employment Opportunity (EEO) and affirmative action provisions,
* Special regulatory or funding-agency conditions.
Therefore, Equal Employment Opportunity requirements belong properly in Supplementary Conditions, making Option C the CSI-
consistent answer.
Why the others are incorrect in CSI's structure:
* A. Requirements for a schedule of valuesCSI places the detailed procedures and requirements for the schedule of values in
Division 01 - General Requirements, not in the Supplementary Conditions.
The General Conditions may mention the schedule of values at a high level, but the "how to" (formats, breakdown, submission
procedures) belongs in Division 01, not Supplementary Conditions.
* B. Claims and dispute resolution requirementsStandard claims and dispute resolution clauses are part of the General Conditions
(for example, notice requirements, initial decision-maker roles, mediation/arbitration steps). Supplementary Conditions may modify
certain aspects if needed, but the base provisions themselves are not created there; they originate in the General Conditions.
* D. Termination of the work by owner or contractorTermination rights (for cause or for convenience) and their procedures are
fundamental contract provisions that belong in the General Conditions. Like claims, they can be adjusted in Supplementary
Conditions, but the primary termination clauses are part of the standard General Conditions text, not something you "include" first in
Supplementary Conditions.
Key CSI-aligned references (no links):
* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - chapters on the Conditions of the Contract and the roles of General and
Supplementary Conditions.
* CSI CDT Body of Knowledge - organization of the Project Manual and correct placement of Division
01, General Conditions, and Supplementary Conditions content.

NEW QUESTION # 91 
Which party has the ultimate authority to approve a change order?

A. Contractor
B. Architect/engineer
C. Owner
D. Construction manager

Answer: C

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation (CSI-aligned, paraphrased)
In CSI-based project delivery and standard general conditions (such as those coordinated with CSI and commonly used in CDT
study), a Change Order is a written instrument used to modify the Contract Sum, Contract Time, or both, and sometimes the scope
of Work.
Key points from CSI-aligned practice:
* The construction contract is between the Owner and the Contractor.
* The Architect/Engineer (A/E) is typically the Owner's representative for interpreting the documents and recommending changes,
but is not a contracting party.
* Because the construction contract is a legal agreement between Owner and Contractor, any change that affects the contract price,
time, or scope must ultimately be approved by the Owner.
* Standard forms show a Change Order signed by Owner, Contractor, and Architect, but the Owner's approval is the ultimate
authority, since the Owner is the one committing funds and accepting changes in time and scope.
Therefore, while the architect/engineer and contractor both sign and participate, the party with ultimate authority to approve a change
order is the:
* Owner (Option C).
Why the other options are not correct:



* A. Architect/engineer - The A/E typically prepares and recommends the Change Order, confirms technical appropriateness, and
certifies related payment changes, but does not hold ultimate contractual authority over the owner's money or schedule commitments.
* B. Contractor - The contractor may request changes and must agree to the change in price/time, but cannot unilaterally approve a
change to the Owner's contract obligations.
* D. Construction manager - A CM (as advisor or at risk) may recommend, negotiate, and administer changes, but contractual
authority to modify the Owner-Contractor agreement still rests with the Owner
.
Key CSI-Related Reference Titles (no links):
* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - sections on Contract Modifications (Change Orders, Construction Change Directives).
* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - discussions of Division 01 change procedures and roles.
* CSI CDT Study Materials - "Contract Changes" and "Roles and Responsibilities" topics.

NEW QUESTION # 92 
When does a project reach substantial completion?

A. When the project is sufficiently complete to allow its intended use
B. When the contractor's final application for payment is approved
C. When the project receives final inspections from the authorities having jurisdiction
D. When all of the close-out documents have been reviewed and approved

Answer: A

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation (CSI-aligned, paraphrased)
CSI and commonly used general conditions define Substantial Completion as the stage in the progress of the Work when:
The Work, or a designated portion, is sufficiently complete in accordance with the Contract Documents so that the Owner can
occupy or utilize it for its intended use.
Important implications in CSI/CDT context:
* Substantial Completion is a functional milestone, not simply an administrative or paperwork milestone.
* At Substantial Completion:
* The Owner can begin using the facility for its intended purpose (e.g., occupy offices, treat patients, teach classes).
* The warranty periods typically begin, unless otherwise specified.
* The responsibility for utilities, security, and insurance often shifts in whole or in part to the Owner.
* Final inspections, final payment, and complete closeout documentation generally occur after Substantial Completion.
So the correct definition is:
* A. When the project is sufficiently complete to allow its intended use.
Why the other options are not correct:
* B. When the project receives final inspections from the authorities having jurisdiction - AHJ inspections (for occupancy permits,
etc.) are important and often coincide with or enable Substantial Completion, but they are regulatory milestones, not the contractual
definition itself. Substantial Completion is determined under the contract, usually via certification by the A/E.
* C. When the contractor's final application for payment is approved - That is associated with Final Completion, which occurs after
all work (including punch list) is done and all closeout requirements are met. Substantial Completion occurs before final payment.
* D. When all of the close-out documents have been reviewed and approved - Closeout submittals (O&M manuals, warranties, as-
builts) are typically prerequisites for final payment and Final Completion, not for Substantial Completion.
Key CSI-Related Reference Titles (no links):
* CSI Project Delivery Practice Guide - sections on Construction Phase, Substantial Completion, and Final Completion.
* CSI Construction Specifications Practice Guide - Division 01 "Closeout Procedures" and "Substantial Completion" articles.
* CSI CDT Study Materials - definitions of Substantial and Final Completion.
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