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Pure Storage FlashArray-Implementation-Specialist Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Installation: This section of the exam measures the skills of Enterprise Infrastructure Technicians and
focuses on executing a successful installation of FlashArray systems. It tests the ability to perform physical
setup, cabling, configuration of network settings, and the application of initial system configurations
necessary for full deployment.
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Topic 2

Post-Installation
Upgrade: This section of the exam measures the skills of FlashArray Implementation Specialists and
evaluates how professionals confirm system functionality after installation or an upgrade. It involves
validating connectivity, running health checks, confirming configurations, and ensuring that the deployment
meets operational expectations.

Topic 3

Pre-Installation
Upgrade: This section of the exam measures the skills of Enterprise Infrastructure Technicians and covers
all preparation activities before deploying or upgrading a Pure Storage FlashArray. It includes
understanding environmental requirements, verifying prerequisites, checking compatibility, and validating
system readiness through appropriate tools and documentation.

Topic 4

Upgrades: This section of the exam measures the skills of FlashArray Implementation Specialists and
focuses on tasks involved in managing firmware and software upgrades. Candidates must demonstrate
knowledge of upgrade planning, verification steps, and rollback procedures, ensuring that systems are
updated with minimal disruption to service.
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Pure Storage Certified FlashArray Implementation Specialist Sample
Questions (Q138-Q143):
NEW QUESTION # 138 
During a hardware NDU from a FlashArray//X20R3 to an X20R4-LL (low-line) model, the Implementation Engineer encounters a
failure during the power supply check. Voltage readings are correct. What is a likely cause of this failure?

A. Purity does NOT recognize the power supplies installed in the array.
B. There are more than 10 drives installed in the chassis.
C. The power cables are NOT fully seated in the array.

Answer: B

Explanation:
The FlashArray//X20R4-LL (Low-Line) model is a specific configuration designed for lower capacity and power entry points.
Unlike the standard //X or //XL models which can support fully populated chassis and shelves, the "Low-Line" configurations often
come with strict hardware limitations regarding power draw and drive count. A known constraint for specific Low-Line chassis
upgrades, particularly when moving to the X20R4-LL, is a limitation on the number of DirectFlash Modules (drives) supported due
to the power supply unit (PSU) capacity or thermal design targeted for that specific SKU.
In this scenario, if the source array (X20R3) was populated with more drives than the target X20R4-LL supports-specifically more
than 10 drives-the upgrade validation checks (such as those performed by the upgrade script or Purity health checks) will flag a
failure. Even though the voltage readings are technically correct (indicating the PDUs are providing power), the check fails because
the hardware configuration exceeds the supported power budget for that specific chassis model.
Implementation Engineers must verify the drive count of the source array against the specifications of the target "Low-Line" array
during the planning phase. If the source array has 11 or more drives, the target hardware cannot be an LL model; it would require a
standard model to support the additional power load of the extra drives. This check prevents the array from booting into a state
where it might experience power contention or thermal shutdown under load.
=========
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NEW QUESTION # 139 
An Implementation Engineer is onsite to add two 4-port FC cards to a FlashArray//X20R3. In what state should the controller be in
before performing the card add procedure?

A. Secondary
B. Primary
C. Standby

Answer: A

Explanation:
Before performing a physical card addition (I/O expansion) on a specific controller, it should be in the Secondary state.
The procedure for adding hardware to a FlashArray is a sequential, non-disruptive process. You cannot add a card to the Primary
controller because it is actively handling host I/O; opening it would cause a service outage. Therefore, the Implementation Engineer
must first verify the cluster health and, if necessary, perform a manual failover (pureadm make --secondary) to ensure the target
controller is Secondary.
Once the controller is Secondary (passing no I/O), the engineer proceeds to stop the Purity software (pureadm stop) and/or power
down the controller to safely install the PCIe card. While the physical work happens when the controller is powered off/inactive,
"Secondary" is the correct operational starting state required to begin the maintenance workflow safely. "Standby" is often used to
refer to a controller that is powered on but not running Purity, which is a subsequent step, not the initial prerequisite state relative to
the cluster role.

NEW QUESTION # 140 
An Implementation Engineer has installed a data pack and the list command shows the drives in "unadmitted" status. Which
command should the Implementation Engineer run to complete the admission?

A. puredrive add
B. purearray drive admit
C. puredrive

Answer: B

Explanation:
When new capacity (a data pack) is physically installed into a FlashArray, the drives are detected by the system but are not
automatically added to the storage pool to prevent accidental data overwrites or configuration errors. They appear in an
"unadmitted" state.
To logically add these drives to the array's capacity, the Implementation Engineer must explicitly admit them.
The command to perform this action is purearray drive admit (or puredrive admit in some contexts, but purearray drive admit is the
specific option provided and valid). This command triggers the Purity software to format the new drives, add them to the system's
write groups, and begin rebalancing data across the expanded capacity. Without running this admission command, the drives will
remain visible but unusable for storage.
=========

NEW QUESTION # 141 
An Implementation Engineer is performing a capacity consolidation on an X50R2 that is 83% full. The starting config is X50R2-
20/10-22/0. The end config is X50R2-91/0. What steps should the Implementation Engineer follow to complete the work?

A. Evac the chasses drives, install the new 91TB chassis data pack, and evac SH0.
B. Evac SH0, evac the 20TB chassis DP, install the new 91TB DP, and evac the 10TB chassis DP.
C. Move the 20TB chassis DP to SH0, install the new 91TB chassis DP, evac the 10TB chassis DP, and evac SH0.

Answer: A

Explanation:
The correct consolidation process involves evacuating data from the existing chassis drives first, then installing the new larger 91TB
data pack, and finally evacuating shelf 0 to complete the consolidation efficiently.

NEW QUESTION # 142 



What command will view NVRAM install and update status?

A. purearray list
B. purehw list --all
C. puredrive list

Answer: B

Explanation:
The command purehw list --all displays detailed hardware information, including NVRAM installation and update status on the
FlashArray.

NEW QUESTION # 143
......
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