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Z| &l Interior Design Certification IDPX SEMEEA (Q112-Q117):

AE #112
Which of'the following factors in daylighting design determines the depth of light penetration into the space?

A. reflective surface
B. window height
C. glazing material
D. shading device

He: B

Y.

Window height directly affects daylight penetration depth, as taller windows allow light to reach further into a space, per [ESNA
daylighting principles. Shading devices (B) control light but reduce penetration. Glazing material (C) impacts light quality and
quantity, not depth specifically. Reflective surfaces (D) enhance distribution, not initial penetration. Height (A) is the primary
geometric factor determning how far light extends inward.

Verified Answer from Official Source:A - window height

"Window height is the primary factor determining the depth of daylight penetration into a space in daylighting design." (NCIDQ
IDPX Study Guide, Section 2: Building Systems) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ emphasizes window height's role in
daylighting, critical for optimizing natural light and energy efficiency in interiors.

Objectives:

* Design for daylighting efficiency (IDPX Objective 2.6).

EAE #113
‘When calculating the boundary area using BOMA, the following items are considered rentable exclusions:
egress stairs, occupant storage, and

A. Building shafts

B. Other tenant areas
C. Building service area
D. Building amenities

HE. A

HE:

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of BOMA (Building Owners and Managers Association) standards for
calculating rentable and usable areas in commercial buildings. Rentable exclusions are areas that are not included in the tenant's
rentable area because they serve the entire building or are not occupiable by a specific tenant.

* BOMA Standards Overview:According to the BOMA Office Standard (ANSI/BOMA Z65.1), rentable exclusions include areas
that benefit all tenants or are not occupiable, such as egress stairs (required for life safety), occupant storage (used by a specific
tenant but excluded from rentable area per BOMA), and other building-wide elements.

* Option A (Building shafts):This is the correct choice. Building shafts (e.g., elevator shafts, mechanical shafts) are vertical
penetrations that serve the entire building and are not occupiable by any tenant. Per BOMA standards, they are considered rentable
exclusions, along with egress stairs and occupant storage.

* Option B (Building amenities):Building amenities (e.g., fitness centers, conference roons) are typically included in the rentable area
as part of the building's common areas, which are apportioned to tenants through the load factor. They are not rentable exclusions.

* Option C (Other tenant areas):Other tenant areas are part of the rentable area for those tenants and are not excluded. This option
does not align with BOMA's definition of rentable exclusions.

* Option D (Building service area)Building service areas (e.g., mechanical roons, janitor closets) may be rentable exclusions in
some contexts, but BOMA often includes them in the building’s gross area and apportions them as part of the common area load
factor, not as a direct exclusion like shafts or stairs.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from the BOMA Office Standard, as referenced in NCIDQ IDPX study materials.

"Rentable exclusions include egress stairs, occupant storage, building shafts, and other areas that serve the entire building and are not
occupiable by a specific tenant." (ANSI/BOMA Z65.1-2017, Office Buildings:

Standard Methods of Measurement, Section on Rentable Exclusions)

The BOMA Office Standard lists building shafts as a rentable exclusion, along with egress stairs and occupant storage, because they
are not occupiable and serve the entire building. This makes Option A the correct choice to complete the list of rentable exclusions.
Objectives:



* Understand BOMA standards for rentable area calculations (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Professional Practice).
* Apply space measurement principles to multi-tenant buildings (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Planning).

EE #114
A project is considered substantial and complete when

A. Progress payments have been administered
B. The owner can use it for its intended purpose
C. Partial occupancy has been issued

D. Deficiencies have been documented

He: B

3.

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of project closeout, specifically the definition of substantial completion.
Substantial completion marks a key milestone in the project when the work is largely finished, and the owner can occupy the space.
* Option A (Partial occupancy has been issued):Partial occupancy may occur before substantial completion if the owner uses part of
the space, but it does not define substantial completion. Partial occupancy can happen under specific agreements, even if the project
is not substantially complete.

* Option B (Deficiencies have been documented):Documenting deficiencies (via a punch list) occurs during the substantial
completion walk-through, but this is a step in the process,not the definition of substantial completion itself

* Option C (Progress payments have been admmistered):Progress payments are made throughout the project based on work
completed and are not tied to the definition of substantial conmpletion. Payments may continue after substantial completion for
remaining work or retainage.

* Option D (The owner can use it for its intended purpose):This is the correct choice. According to standard construction contracts
(e.g, AIA documents) and the NCIDQ IDPX guidelines, a project is considered substantially complete when the owner can use the
space for its intended purpose, even if minor deficiencies remain (to be addressed via the punch list). This milestone typically triggers
the start of the warranty period and final payments, minus retainage.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on project closeout and substantial completion.

"Substantial completion is achieved when the owner can use the space for its intended purpose, even if minor deficiencies remain to
be addressed." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Project Closeout Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide defines substantial
completion as the point when the owner can use the space for its intended purpose, aligning with Option D. This is a widely
accepted definition in construction contracts, making it the correct answer.

Objectives:

* Understand the definition of substantial completion (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Closeout).

* Apply project closeout principles to determine completion status (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:

Construction Administration).

R #115
During which phase is it BEST to consider integrating a security systemin a project?

A. permit review

B. construction documents
C. schematic design

D. post-occupancy

He. C

=R

Schematic design is the phase where conceptual layouts and systems integration, including security (e.g., cameras, access controls),
are planned to align with the overall design intent. This allows coordination with architectural, electrical, and structural elements early
on. Permit review (A) is too late, as systems should already be designed. Post-occupancy (B) occurs after completion, missing
integration opportunities.

Construction documents (D) detail finalized plans, but security should be conceptualized earlier to avoid costly revisions. Schematic
design is the optimal phase for initial system planning,

Verified Answer from Official Source:C - schematic design

"Security systems should be integrated during schematic design to ensure coordination with other building systens and design goals."
(NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 2: Project Coordination) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ identifies schematic



design as the stage for establishing system requirements, enabling efficient collaboration with consultants and avoiding later conflicts.
Objectives:
* Integrate building systems during design phases (IDPX Objective 2.6).

HAE #116
What is the MINIMUM fire rating for a door in a 2-hour fire separation wall?

A. 1-hour

B. 1 1/2-hours
C. 2-hours

D. 3/4-hour

He: B

dE:

The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's knowledge of fire safety requirements, specifically those outlined in the International
Building Code (IBC), which is referenced for determining fire ratings of building components. A fire separation wall with a 2-hour
rating requires doors that meet specific fire resistance standards.

* IBC Requirements:According to the IBC (2018 Edition), Section 716.5, the fire rating of a door (fire door) in a fire-rated wall
nust be at least 3/4 of the wall's rating, with a minimum rating of 45 minutes (3/4-hour) and a maximum requirement of 3 hours. For
a 2-hour fire-rated wall:

* 3/4 of 2 hours = 1.5 hours (1 1/2 hours).

* Therefore, the door must have a mnimum fire rating of 1 1/2 hours.

* Option A (3/4-hour):A 3/4-hour (45-minute) rating is the minimum for doors in 1-hour fire-rated walls, not 2-hour walls, so this is
mnsufficient.

* Option B (1-hour):A 1-hour rating is also insufficient, as it does not meet the 3/4 requirement for a 2- hour wall (1.5 hours).

* Option C (1 1/2-hours):This meets the IBC requirement of 3/4 of the wall's rating (1.5 hours) for a 2- hour fire separation wall,
making it the correct minimum fire rating for the door.

* Option D (2-hours):While a 2-hour rating exceeds the minimum requirement, it is not necessary, as the IBC allows a 1 1/2-hour
rating for a 2-hour wall. A 2-hour rated door may be used but is not the mminmum required.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified from the International Building Code, as referenced in NCIDQ IDPX study materials.

"Fire door assemblies in fire walls or fire barriers with a fire-resistance rating greater than 1 hour but less than

4 hours shall have a minimum fire-protection rating of 1 1/2 hours." (International Building Code, 2018 Edition, Section 716.5, Table
716.5) The IBC specifies that for a 2-hour fire-rated wall, the mnimum fire rating for a door is 1 1/2 hours, as outlined in Table
716.5. This ensures the door provides adequate fire protection while allowing for practical construction standards, making Option C
the correct answer.

Objectives:

* Understand fire rating requirements for building components (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Codes and Standards).

* Apply IBC guidelines to ensure fire safety in design (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Building Regulations).
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