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EMC D-MSS-DS-23 Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Midrange Storage Solutions Best Practice: This section of the exam measures the skills of Dell Unity and
PowerStore Midrange Storage Solutions professionals and covers best practice recommendations for
system configuration and upgrades. It includes guidelines on hardware capacity, deployment models,
clustering, and operating system upgrades. A key skill assessed is implementing effective backend
connectivity solutions that enhance system performance.

Topic 2
Dell Midrange Sizing Solutions: This section of the exam measures the skills of storage engineers and
covers the use of tools like the Midrange Sizer for Unity to size solutions effectively. It includes design
methods and deliverables associated with sizing storage solutions.

Topic 3

Dell Midrange Storage Solutions Planning, Sizing, and Design: This section of the exam measures the skills
of storage engineers and covers the planning, sizing, and design phases of a Midrange solution sales
engagement. It emphasizes conducting site evaluations and remediation processes while considering
performance parameters and environmental limits. A critical skill evaluated is accurately characterizing
workloads to inform design decisions.
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EMC Dell Midrange Storage Solutions Design 2023 Sample Questions (Q12-
Q17):
NEW QUESTION # 12 
While sizing a PowerStore solution with 5 TB usable capacity and 5000 IOPS for a Test/Development Application using NVMe
drives, a solution architect observes that the recommended solution is 10 times the requested capacity. What action must the
architect take?

A. Configure the Unity solution as an alternative.
B. Change the DRE Tolerance Parity in System Editor.
C. Change the DRR of the solution.

Answer: C

Explanation:
* Understanding DRR (Data Reduction Ratio):
* The Data Reduction Ratio (DRR) is a measure used in storage solutions to determine the efficiency of data reduction technologies
such as deduplication and compression.
* In NVMe-based systems like PowerStore, achieving an optimal DRR is crucial for balancing capacity and performance.
* Sizing PowerStore Solutions:
* When sizing a PowerStore solution, it's essential to align the provided capacity and performance (IOPS) with the customer's
requirements.
* If the recommended solution vastly exceeds the requested capacity (10 times more in this case), it indicates an overly conservative
DRR assumption.
* Recommended Action:
* The architect should adjust the DRR to reflect a more accurate estimate that aligns with the customer's actual data reduction
potential.
* This adjustment ensures that the solution is cost-effective and meets the performance criteria without excessive over-provisioning.
* Dell Midrange Storage References:
* Dell Technologies documentation on PowerStore solutions provides detailed guidelines on DRR configurations and best practices.
* Resources include sizing tools, system editor settings, and real-world case studies that illustrate appropriate DRR adjustments.
References:
* Dell PowerStore Overview
* Dell Community on Midrange Storage
* Dell Storage Product Information

NEW QUESTION # 13 
A storage administrator wants to do a tech refresh from a legacy EQL system to a new Dell EMC SC Series array.
What is needed to correctly size the new array?

A. Latency
B. Storage tiers
C. Contract support end date
D. Peak IOPS information

Answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 14 
What result is obtained by multiplying the VM count by the Capacity per VM in a PowerStore system?

A. Usable Capacity
B. Effective Capacity
C. Raw Capacity

Answer: A

Explanation:
In a PowerStore system, multiplying the VM count by the Capacity per VM gives the UsableCapacity. Usable Capacity represents



the actual storage capacity available for use by the virtual machines, taking into account any overheads, data protection mechanisms,
and efficiency features such as deduplication and compression.
Reference:Dell PowerStore Capacity Planning Guide

NEW QUESTION # 15 
What is skew?

A. Uniform distribution of I/O over storage capacity
B. Sustained per-port IOPS
C. Bursty per-port IOPS
D. Non-uniform distribution of I/O over storage capacity

Answer: D

Explanation:
Skew refers to the non-uniform distribution of I/O over storage capacity. In storage systems, skew is an important factor to consider
as it indicates that certain areas of the storage receive more I/O operations than others. This can lead to performance hotspots and
affect the overall efficiency of the storage system. Managing skew is essential to ensure balanced performance across the storage
array.

NEW QUESTION # 16 
A customer has invested much time using the Dell PS Series Host Integration Toolkit (HIT) to integrate SAN snapshot protection
with Microsoft SQL Server native snapshot technology. The customer expresses concern about whether Dell EMC SC Series
cross-platform replication supports that capability.
What should be your response?

A. Recreate integration on the SC Series array and use only SC-to-SC replication for those volumes.
B. Cross-platform replication works with SC Series HIT integrations.
C. Cross-platform replication works with PS Series HIT integrations.
D. Leverage the integration investment and use only PS-to-PS replication on those volumes.

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 17
......
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