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Google Security-Operations-Engineer Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

¢ Monitoring and Reporting: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Operations Center
(SOC) Analysts and covers building dashboards, generating reports, and maintaining health monitoring
systemns. It focuses on identifying key performance indicators (KPIs), visualizing telemetry data, and

Topic 1 configuring alerts using tools like Google SecOps, Cloud Monitoring, and Looker Studio. Candidates are

assessed on their ability to centralize metrics, detect anomalies, and maintain continuous Visibility of system

health and operational performance.

¢ Incident Response: This section of the exam measures the skills of Incident Response Managers and
assesses expertise in containing, investigating, and resolving security incidents. It includes evidence
collection, forensic analysis, collaboration across engineering teans, and isolation of affected systemns.
Topic 2 Candidates are evaluated on their ability to design and execute automated playbooks, prioritize response
steps, integrate orchestration tools, and manage case lifecycles efficiently to streamline escalation and
resolution processes.

¢ Platform Operations: This section of the exam measures the skills of Cloud Security Engineers and covers
the configuration and management of security platfornms in enterprise environments. It focuses on integrating
and optimizing tools such as Security Command Center (SCC), Google SecOps, GTI, and Cloud IDS to
Topic 3 iprove detection and response capabilities. Candidates are assessed on their ability to configure
authentication, authorization, and API access, manage audit logs, and provision identities using Workforce
Identity Federation to enhance access control and visibility across cloud systems.

¢ Data Management: This section of the exam measures the skills of Security Analysts and focuses on
effective data ingestion, log management, and context enrichment for threat detection and response. It
evaluates candidates on setting up ingestion pipelines, configuring parsers, managing data normalization,
Topic 4 and handling costs associated with large-scale logging. Additionally, candidates demonstrate their ability to
establish baselines for user, asset, and entity behavior by correlating event data and integrating relevant
threat intelligence for more accurate monitoring.

Google Cloud Certified - Professional Security Operations Engineer (PSOE)
Exam Sample Questions (Q120-Q125):

NEW QUESTION # 120

You have been tasked with creating a YARA-L detection rule in Google Security Operations (SecOps). The rule should identify
when an internal host initiates a network connection to an external IP address that the Applied Threat Intelligence Fusion Feed
associates with indicators attributed to a specific Advanced Persistent Threat 41 (APT41) threat group. You need to ensure that the
external [P address is flagged if it has a documented relationship to other APT41 indicators within the Fusion Feed. How should you
configure this YARA-L rule?

¢ A. Configure the rule to trigger when the external IP address from the network connection event matches an entry in a
manually pre-curated reference list of all APT41-related IP addresses.

¢ B. Configure the rule to check whether the external IP address from the network connection event has a high confidence
score across any enabled threat intelligence feed.

e C. Configure the rule to detect outbound network connections to the external IP address. Create a Google SecOps SOAR
playbook that queries the Fusion Feed to determine if the IP address has an APT41 relationship.

¢ D. Configure the rule to establish a join between the live network connection event and Fusion Feed data for the common
external [P address. Filter the joined Fusion Feed data for explicit associations with the APT41 threat group or related
indicators.

Answer: D

Explanation:

The correct configuration is to join live network connection events with Fusion Feed data on the external IP address and filter for
explicit associations with APT41 or related indicators. This ensures that the detection not only matches direct IP addresses but also
flags those with documented relationships to APT41 in the Fusion Feed, providing broader and more accurate detection than static
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lists or general confidence scores.

NEW QUESTION # 121

You are planning log onboarding for a Google Security Operations (SecOps) SIEM deployment in a cloud-heavy enterprise
environment. The detection engineering team is requesting log sources that support visibility into:

- User identity behavior

- Lateral movement

- Privilege escalation attenipts

You need to determine which telemetry sources are ingested first. Which log source should you prioritize?

A. EDR logs

B. IAM logs

C. Cloud access security broker (CASB) logs
D. Network firewall logs

Answer: A

Explanation:

EDR (Endpoint Detection and Response) logs should be prioritized because they provide direct visibility into user identity behavior,
lateral movement, and privilege escalation attempts on endpoints. These logs capture process execution, authentication events, and
anomalous activities, which are critical for early detection of threats before other systens, such as CASB or network firewalls,
report related events.

NEW QUESTION # 122

Your company requires PCI DSS v4.0 conpliance for its cardholder data environment (CDE) in Google Cloud. You use a Security
Command Center (SCC) security posture deployment based on the PCI DSS v4.0 tenplate to monitor for configuration drift. 1 This
posture generates a finding indicating that a Compute Engine VM within the CDE scope has been configured with an external IP
address. You need to take an immediate action to remediate the compliance drift identified by this specific SCC posture finding,
‘What should you do?

¢ A. Reconfigure the network interface settings for the VM to explicitly remove the assigned external IP address.

¢ B. Enable and enforce the constraints/compute. vmExternallpAccess organization policy constraint at the project level for the
project where the VM resides.

¢ C. Navigate to the underlying Security Health Analytics (SHA) finding for public_ip _address on the VM.and mark this finding
as fixed.

¢ D. Remove the CDE-specific tag fromthe VM to exclude the tag from this particular PCI DSS posture evaluation scan.

Answer: A

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation

The correct answer is Option C. The question asks for the immediate action to remediate the existing compliance drift, which is the
VM that already has an external IP address.

* Option C (Remediate): Reconfiguring the VM's network interface to remove the external IP directly fixes the identified
misconfiguration. This action brings the resource back into compliance, which will cause the Security Command Center finding to be
automatically set to INACTIVE on its next scan.2

* Option A (Prevent): Applying the organization policy constraints/compute. vimExternallpAccess is a preventative control.3 It will
stop new VM fiom being created with external IPs, but it is not retroactive and does not remove the external IP from the already
existing VM. Therefore, it does not remediate the current finding,

* Option B (Mask): Removing the tag simply hides the resource from the posture scan. This is a violation of compliance auditing; it
masks the problem instead of fixing .

* Option D (Ignore): Marking a finding as fixed without actually fixing the underlying issue is incorrect and will not resolve the
compliance drift. The finding will reappear as ACTIVE on the next scan.

Exact Extract from Google Security Operations Documents:

Finding deactivation after remediation: After you remediate a vulnerability or misconfiguration finding, the Security Command Center
service that detected the finding automatically sets the state of the finding to INACTIVE the next time the detection service scans for
the finding.4 How long Security Command Center takes to set a remediated finding to INACTIVE depends on the schedule of the
scan that detects the findinSg,

Organization policy constraints: If enforced, the constraint constraints/compute.vmExternallpAccess will deny the creation or update



of VM instances with [Pv4 external IP addresses.6 This constraint is not retroactive and will not restrict the usage of external IPs on
existing VM instances. To remediate an existing VM, you must modify the instance's network interface settings and remove the
external IP.

References:

Google Cloud Docummentation: Security Command Center > Documentation > Manage findings > Vulnerability findings > Finding
deactivation after remediation7 Google Cloud Documentation: Resource Manager > Documentation > Organization policy >
Organization policy constraints > compute.vmExternallpAccess

NEW QUESTION # 123

Your organization is a Google Security Operations (SecOps) customer. The compliance team requires a weekly export of case
resolutions and SLA metrics of high and critical severity cases over the past week. The compliance team's post-processing scripts
require this data to be formatted as tabular data in CSV files, zipped, and delivered to their email each Monday morning. What
should you do?

A. Generate a report in SOAR Reports, and schedule delivery of the report.

B. Build an Advanced Report in SOAR Reports, and schedule delivery of the report.

C. Build a detection rule with outcomes, and configure a Google SecOps SOAR job to format and send the report.
D. Use statistics in search, and configure a Google SecOps SOAR job to format and send the report.

Answer: B

Explanation:

Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation

The correct solution is Option C. Google SecOps SOAR has a specific feature designed for this exact use case: Advanced Reports.
The standard "SOAR Reports" (Option A) are pre-canned dashboard-style reports (e.g., Management - SOC Status). However,
the "Advanced Reports" feature (built on Looker) provides a powerful, flexible interface for building highly customized, tabular
reports based on case data. This allows an admmistrator to specifically query for case resolutions and SLA metrics, and filter them
by priority = High OR Critical.

Most importantly, the Advanced Reports feature has a built-in scheduler. This scheduler can be configured to run the report at a
specific cadence (e.g., "Weekly on Monday at 9:00 AM"), send it to a list of email recipients, and attach the data in the required
format, including CSV and as a zipped file.

Option B is incorrect because detection rules create alerts, they don't report on case metrics. Option D is incorrect because it mixes
the SIEM search finction with a SOAR job, which is an overly complex and unnecessary way to query case data that is already
structured within the SOAR module.

Exact Extract from Google Security Operations Documents:

Explore advanced SOAR reports: The default advanced SOAR reports are a set of dashboards and reports to help track SOC
performance, case handling, analyst workload, and automation efficiency. These reports provide both high-level and detailed insights
across your environments. 1 SLA Monitoring: Use Triage Time and SLA Met flag to monitor SLA compliance and improve case
handling,

Manage advanced reports: You can create, edit, duplicate, share, download, and delete advanced reports.

Schedule a report:

* Select the report you want to schedule.

* Select the Scheduler tab and click Add.

* In the New Schedule dialog, click the Enable toggle to turn on scheduling and enter the required information (e.g., weekly,
Monday, email recipients).

* You can select the delivery format, including CSV and ZIP attachments.

References:

Google Cloud Documentation: Google Security Operations > Documentation > Monitor and report > SOAR reports > Use Looker
Explores in SOAR reports (Advanced Reports) Google Cloud Documentation: Google Security Operations > Documentation >
Monitor and report > SOAR reports > Explore SOAR reports

NEW QUESTION # 124

You are responsible for evaluating the level of effort required to integrate a new third-party endpoint detection tool with Google
Security Operations (SecOps). Your organization's leadership wants to mmnimize customization for the new tool for faster
deployment. You need to verify that the Google SecOps SOAR and SIEM support the expected workflows for the new third-party
tool.

You must recommend a tool to your leadership team as quickly as possible. What should you do?

(Choose two.)



A. Configure a Pub/Sub topic to ingest raw logs from the third-party tool and build custom YARA-L rules in Google SecOps
to extract relevant security events.

B. Develop a custom integration that uses Python scripts and Cloud Run functions to forward logs and orchestrate actions
between the third-party tool and Google SecOps.

C. Review the documentation to identify if default parsers exist for the tool, and determine whether the logs are supported and
able to be ingested.

¢ D. Review the architecture of the tool to identify the cloud provider that hosts the tool.

e E. Identify the tool in the Google SecOps Marketplace and verify support for the necessary actions in the workflow.

Answer: CE

Explanation:

Reviewing documentation to confirm whether default parsers exist for the tool ensures logs can be ingested into Google SecOps
without heavy customization.

Checking the Google SecOps Marketplace verifies whether the tool has native SOAR/SIEM integration and supported actions,
which directly impacts how quickly and easily workflows can be implemented.

NEW QUESTION # 125
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