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o Pre-Installation

o Upgrade: This section of the exam measures the skills of Enterprise Infrastructure Technicians and covers
all preparation activities before deploying or upgrading a Pure Storage FlashArray. It includes
understanding environmental requirements, verifying prerequisites, checking compatibility, and validating
systemreadiness through appropriate tools and documentation.

Topic 1

¢ Installation: This section of the exam measures the skills of Enterprise Infrastructure Technicians and

focuses on executing a successful installation of FlashArray systers. It tests the ability to perform physical
Topic 2 setup, cabling, configuration of network settings, and the application of initial system configurations
necessary for full deployment.

¢ Post-Installation

¢ Upgrade: This section of the exam measures the skills of FlashArray Implementation Specialists and
evaluates how professionals confirm system fimctionality after installation or an upgrade. It involves
validating connectivity, running health checks, confirming configurations, and ensuring that the deployment
meets operational expectations.

Topic 3

o Upgrades: This section of the exam measures the skills of FlashArray Implementation Specialists and

focuses on tasks involved in managing firmware and software upgrades. Candidates must demonstrate
Topic 4 knowledge of upgrade planning, verification steps, and rollback procedures, ensuring that systems are
updated with minimal disruption to service.

Pure Storage Certified FlashArray Implementation Specialist Sample
Questions (Q109-Q114):

NEW QUESTION # 109
Which FlashArray//XL DirectMemory Modules (DMMs) configuration condition is true?

e A. DMMs use different drive slots to regular DirectFlash modules.
¢ B. DMMs cannot be installed in a DirectFlash Shelf (DFS).
e C. DMMs are only compatible with //XL 170.

Answer: B

Explanation:

DirectMemory Modules (DMMs) are Storage Class Memory (SCM) drives used in FlashArrays to provide a high-speed read
cache (DirectMemory Cache). In the FlashArray//XL architecture, these modules provide significant performance benefits for read-
mtensive workloads.

A fundamental configuration rule for DMMs on the /XL platform is that they cannot be installed in a DirectFlash Shelf (DFS).
DMM s must be installed directly into the controller chassis (the head unit) to leverage the lowest possible latency connection to the
CPU and memory complex.

The external backend fabric that connects to the shelves (even though it is NVMe-oF/RoCE) adds a minute amount of latency that
negates the extreme speed advantage of SCM. Therefore, Purity only supports DMMs when they are local to the controllers.
DMM s share the same physical form factor and slots as standard DirectFlash Modules (DFMs) in the chassis but are typically
prioritized for specific slot ranges (e.g,, the first few slots) for thermal and bus management.

NEW QUESTION # 110
What is the rack unit height of a FlashArray//XR2/3?

e AO
e B.1
e C.2

Answer: A

Explanation:



The FlashArray//XR2 and //XR3 models each occupy 3 rack units (RU) in height. This is specified in the FlashArray//XR2 and
//XR3 Site Planning Guide, which outlines the physical requirements for rack space, clearance, and weight for these models.

NEW QUESTION # 111
A customer would like to reduce SafeMode settings for retention and eradication with their current policy. How is authorization
obtained to make the requested changes?

¢ A The local account on FlashArray needs to permit any local changes.
¢ B. A Purel Admin needs to approve any changes for Pure Support to proceed.
¢ C. Two SafeMode approvers need to acknowledge via Purel step-up authentication before any changes can be made.

Answer: C

Explanation:

To reduce SafeMode protections (such as shortening the retention period or disabling the eradication timer), two authorized
SafeMode approvers must authenticate and approve the request via Purel step-up authentication.

SafeMode is a ransomware protection feature designed to prevent the accidental or malicious deletion of snapshots. Because
reducing these protections weakens the array's security posture, Pure Storage enforces a strict "Ratchet" authorization process.

The Process: Unlike standard support requests, a single admmn or local user cannot authorize this change (making Option C
mcorrect). The customer must have previously designated specific individuals as "SafeMode Approvers" in their Purel portal
Authorization: When a request to weaken the policy is made, Pure Support triggers a verification workflow. Two of these designated
approvers must log into Purel and perform a secondary authentication (often involving a PIN or TOTP) to explicitly "sign off" on the
reduction. This "two-person rule" ensures that a compromised credential or a rogue insider cannot unilaterally expose the
organization's backup data to destruction.

NEW QUESTION # 112
A customer would like to consolidate their SAS shelves and wants to evacuate multiple shelves in parallel. What is a prerequisite for
this procedure?

e A The array chassis must be fully populated with modules.
e B. The array usage percentage nust be lower than 60%
e C. Purity must be upgraded to 6.x

Answer: C

Explanation:

To perform parallel evacuation of multiple SAS shelves, the FlashArray must be running Purity//FA 6.0 or higher.

Prior to Purity version 6.x, the shelf evacuation process (used during capacity consolidation or shelf retirement) was a serialized
operation. An Implementation Engineer had to issue the evacuation command for one shelf, wait for all data to move to other storage
within the array, and physically remove that shelf before starting the process for the next one. This could be time-consuming for large
clusters of legacy SAS shelves.

With the release of Purity//FA 6.0, Pure Storage introduced significant enhancements to data mobility and background operational
efficiency, including the ability to issue evacuation commands for multiple external shelves simultaneously. The system's intelligent
scheduler manages the 1/0 bandwidth to ensure that the parallel data movement does not impact frontend host performance. While
having sufficient free space (Option C) is logically necessary to hold the evacuated data, the specific finctional capability to trigger
concurrent evacuations is a software feature tied strictly to the Purity 6.x code base. Option B is irrelevant to the software capability
of the array.

NEW QUESTION # 113

An Implementation Engineer runs check start validate-array-health before starting a FlashArray//X70R3 to FlashArray//X70R5
HWNDU and receives code 60 alert indicating an unhealthy NVRAM module in CHO.NVBI1. What action Should the
Implementation Engineer take to resolve this?

e A Proceed with the HWNDU, the //X70 model has a four NVRAM configuration so the array still has redundancy.
¢ B. Disable the unhealthy NVRAM module and proceed With HWNDU after confirming there is no degraded data.
e (. Reseat the unhealthy NVRAM module, and then verify it is in a healthy status prior to proceeding with the HWNDU.

Answer: C



Explanation:

Hardware Non-Disruptive Upgrades (HWNDU) rely strictly on the array being in a fully healthy state before the process begins.
The validate-array-health check is designed to gate the upgrade if any component that provides redundancy or data integrity is
compromised. NVRAM (Non-Volatile Random Access Memory) modules are critical components in the FlashArray architecture;
they store in-flight write data to ensure it is persistent before being destaged to flash.

A "Code 60" alert specifically points to a hardware issue with an NVRAM module. While the //X70 model indeed has redundancy
(often using mutltiple NVRAM modules), proceeding with an upgrade while one is degraded puts the array at risk. During an NDU,
controllers reboot and failover; running on reduced redundancy during these critical operations is not supported and is blocked by
the health checks.

The correct first step for an Implementation Engineer is to attempt to reseat the unhealthy NVRAM module. Often, connection
issues or transient seating faults can trigger these alerts. After reseating, the engineer must run the health check again to confirm the
module status has returned to "healthy." If the module remains unhealthy after reseating, it must be replaced before the upgrade can
proceed. You cannot simply disable it or ignore 1, as the upgrade script will likely refuse to continue to protect data integrity.

NEW QUESTION # 114

Getting the Pure Storage Certified FlashArray Implementation Specialist (FlashArray-Implementation- Specialist) certification is the
way to go if you're planning to get into Pure Storage or want to start earning money quickly. Success in the Pure Storage Certified
FlashArray Implementation Specialist (FlashArray-Implementation-Specialist) exam of this credential plays an essential role in the
validation of your skills so that you can crack an interview or get a promotion in an Pure Storage company. Many people are
attempting the Pure Storage Certified FlashArray Implementation Specialist (FlashArray-Implementation-Specialist) test nowadays
because its importance is growing rapidly.
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