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CIDQ Interior Design Fundamentals Exam Sample Questions (Q77-Q82):
NEW QUESTION # 77 
A completed programming package MUST contain which feature?

A. A list of project needs and concerns
B. A budget with detailed cost estimates
C. Preliminary drawings and design concepts
D. Selection of colors and finishes

Answer: A

Explanation:
The programming phase in interior design involves gathering and analyzing information to define the project' s requirements. A
completed programming package must include a list of project needs and concerns, such as spatial requirements, functional needs,
and client goals, as this forms the foundation for the design process.
Option A (selection of colors and finishes) occurs later, during the design development phase. Option C (budget with detailed cost
estimates) may be part of programming but is not a required component of the package. Option D (preliminary drawings and design
concepts) is part of the schematic design phase, not programming.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on the programming phase.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "The programming package must include a comprehensive list of project
needs and concerns, including spatial, functional, and client-specific requirements." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum defines
programming as the process of identifying the client's needs and project requirements, which are documented in a programming
package to guide the design process.
Objectives:
* Understand the components of the programming phase (IDFX Objective: Programming andSite Analysis).

NEW QUESTION # 78 
What part of the egress system is a non-rated stairway?

A. Exit discharge
B. Exit path
C. Exit
D. Exit access

Answer: D

Explanation:
The egress system, as defined by the International Building Code (IBC), consists of three parts: exit access, exit, and exit discharge.
The exit access is the portion of the egress system that leads from any occupied portion of a building to an exit, such as corridors,
stairways, or ramps. A non-rated stairway (one without a fire-resistance rating) is typically part of the exit access because it is not
enclosed or protected as a rated exit would be. Option A (exit) refers to the protected portion, like an enclosed stairway with a fire
rating. Option B (exit path) is not a standard term in the IBC. Option D (exit discharge) is the path from the exit to the public way,
typically outside the building.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on life safety and egress systems.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualreferences IBC standards, stating, "A non-rated stairway is part of the exit
access, which leads from occupied spaces to an exit, as it does not require fire-resistance ratings." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum
requires understanding egress systems, with non-rated stairways being part of the exit access, as they are not protected like rated
exits.
Objectives:
* Understand components of the egress system (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 79 
Which of the following testing standards would be applicable to a lounge chair being specified for a lobby?

A. Steiner tunnel
B. Radiant panel



C. Methenamine pill
D. Smolder resistance

Answer: D

Explanation:
A lounge chair in a lobby, which is a public space, must meet fire safety standards to ensure occupant safety.
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and fire safety standards (e.g., from the National Fire Protection Association [NFPA] and
the California Technical Bulletin [Cal TB]) outline testing standards for furniture, particularly upholstered furniture, in commercial
settings. The question asks for the applicable testing standard for a lounge chair, focusing on its fire performance.
* A. Radiant panel: The radiant panel test (ASTM E648) measures the flame spread of flooring materials (e.g., carpet, tile) when
exposed to radiant heat. It is not applicable to furniture like a lounge chair, as it tests surface burning characteristics of floor
coverings, not upholstered items.
* B. Steiner tunnel: The Steiner tunnel test (ASTM E84) measures the flame spread and smoke development of building materials
(e.g., wall coverings, ceiling materials) in a tunnel-like apparatus. It is used for interior finishes, not for furniture, so it is not applicable
to a lounge chair.
* C. Methenamine pill: The methenamine pill test (ASTM D2859) is a flammability test for carpet and rugs, assessing their ignition
resistance when exposed to a small flame (a methenamine tablet). This test is specific to floor coverings and is not applicable to
upholstered furniture like a lounge chair.
* D. Smolder resistance: Smolder resistance testing (e.g., California Technical Bulletin 117-2013 [Cal TB 117-2013]) evaluates the
ability of upholstered furniture to resist smoldering ignition, such as from a cigarette. This is a critical test for lounge chairs in public
spaces like lobbies, where upholstered furniture poses a risk of smoldering fires. Cal TB 117-2013 tests the foam, fabric, and other
components of the chair to ensure they do not ignite or sustain a smoldering fire, making this the most applicable standard for a
lounge chair in a lobby.
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual emphasizes that smolder resistance testing, such as Cal TB 117, is a key standard for
upholstered furniture in commercial settings, ensuring fire safety in public spaces like lobbies.
Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is D, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.
Exact Extract:
From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 2: Building Codes and Standards): "Smolder resistance testing, such as
California Technical Bulletin 117, is applicable to upholstered furniture like lounge chairs in public spaces, ensuring they resist
smoldering ignition for fire safety." Explanation from Official Source:
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that smolder resistance testing is a critical standard for upholstered furniture in
commercial settings, such as a lounge chair in a lobby. This test ensures the chair's materials (e.g., foam, fabric) can resist smoldering
ignition, reducing fire risk in public spaces. Other tests like radiant panel, Steiner tunnel, and methenamine pill apply to flooring or
finishes, not furniture, making smolder resistance the correct choice.
Objectives:
* Understand fire safety testing standards for furniture in public spaces.
* Identify the appropriate flammability test for upholstered lounge chairs.

NEW QUESTION # 80 
A retired couple is renovating their house and wants to plan for aging in place. Which of the following should be recommended?

A. ADA-height water closet, 30" [762 mm] clear door width, and walk-in shower
B. Wheelchair clearance at master bath, hardwood flooring, and ADA-approved wall sconces
C. Low-cost, low-maintenance products, low-pile carpeting, and additional grab bars
D. Flush thresholds, grab bars, and lever handles

Answer: D

Explanation:
Aging in place refers to designing a home to allow individuals to live independently as they age, accommodating potential mobility
and accessibility challenges. Flush thresholds eliminate tripping hazards, grab bars provide support in areas like bathrooms, and lever
handles are easier to operate for those with reduced hand strength or dexterity-key features for aging in place. Option B includes an
ADA-height water closet and walk-in shower, which are beneficial, but the 30" clear door width is insufficient (ADA requires
32" minimum). Option C focuses on low maintenance but lacks critical accessibility features like flush thresholds. Option D includes
wheelchair clearance and hardwood flooring, but ADA-approved wall sconces are not a primary concern for aging in place.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on universal design and accessibility.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "Aging-in-place design includes features such as flush thresholds to
eliminate tripping hazards, grab bars for support, and lever handles for ease of use." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum emphasizes



universal design principles, which include features that support aging in place by enhancing safety and accessibility. Flush thresholds,
grab bars, and lever handles directly address common aging-related challenges.
Objectives:
* Apply universal design principles to residential spaces (IDFX Objective: Human Behavior and the Designed Environment).

NEW QUESTION # 81 
What does line "A" on the floor plan represent?

A. Pattern on the floor
B. Hidden object
C. Item to be removed
D. Light cove edge

Answer: B

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed in Depth Explanation:
The diagram provided includes two views of a bathroom: an elevation (1) and a floor plan (2). The elevation shows a toilet, a grab
bar, and a mirror above the toilet, with dimensions such as 2'-4" (710 mm) from the floor to the grab bar and 3'-1" (940 mm) from
the floor to the top of the mirror. The floor plan shows the layout of the bathroom, including the toilet, a door, and a line labeled "A"
near the door. The question asks what line "A" on the floor plan represents.
Step 1: Analyze the Floor Plan and Line "A"
In the floor plan (2), line "A" is a dashed line located near the door, running parallel to the wall where the door is located. Dashed
lines in architectural and interior design drawings typically represent elements that are not directly visible in the plan view, such as
hidden objects, edges above the cutting plane, or items to be removed. To determine the meaning of line "A," we need to cross-
reference the floor plan with the elevation and consider standard drafting conventions as outlined in NCIDQ Interior Design
Fundamentals.
Step 2: Cross-Reference with the Elevation
The elevation (1) shows the wall with the toilet, a grab bar, and a mirror above the toilet. The mirror is positioned at a height of 3'-1"
(940 mm) from the floor to its top edge. In a floor plan, the cutting plane is typically taken at about 4 feet (1.2 meters) above the
floor, meaning that elements below this height (like the toilet) are visible, while elements above this height (like the top of the mirror)
are not directly visible unless indicated with a special line type.
* The door in the floor plan swings into the bathroom, and line "A" is a dashed line near the door, suggesting it represents something
related to the door or the wall above the door.
* The elevation does not show any elements directly above the door (e.g., a transom window or a light cove), but the door itself has
a header or lintel above it, which is a structural element typically hidden in a floor plan view.
Step 3: Evaluate Each Option Based on Drafting Standards
* Option A: Hidden objectIn architectural and interior design drawings, a dashed line often represents a hidden object or edge that is
not directly visible in the plan view. For example, a dashed line might indicate the outline of a structural element above the cutting
plane, such as a beam, a lintel, or the top of a door frame (header). In this floor plan, line "A" is a dashed line near the door, which
likely represents the door header or lintel above the door. This is a common use of dashed lines in floor plans, as the header is above
the cutting plane (4 feet) and thus not directly visible. Option A aligns with standard drafting conventions, making it a strong
candidate for the correct answer.
* Option B: Light cove edgeA light cove is a recessed area in the ceiling or wall designed to house indirect lighting. In a floor plan, a
light cove edge might be represented with a dashed line if it is above the cutting plane, but this is typically accompanied by additional
notation or a specific symbol (e.g., a note indicating "light cove"). The elevation does not show any lighting fixtures or a cove above
the door, and the floor plan does not indicate any ceiling features. Additionally, light coves are more commonly found in larger
spaces like lobbies or conference rooms, not small bathrooms. Therefore, Option B is unlikely.
* Option C: Pattern on the floorA pattern on the floor (e.g., tile or flooring material change) is typically represented in a floor plan
with hatching, shading, or a solid line to indicate a change in material. A dashed line like "A" is not a standard way to represent a
floor pattern. Additionally, the elevation does not suggest any floor pattern changes, and the floor plan does not show any other
indications of flooring materials. Option C does not align with the use of a dashed line, so itis not the correct answer.
* Option D: Item to be removedIn construction drawings, an item to be removed (e.g., during a renovation) is often indicated with a
dashed line, but this is typically accompanied by a note or symbol (e.g., "to be demolished" or "remove"). In NCIDQ exam contexts,
items to be removed are usually clearly labeled to avoid ambiguity. The floor plan does not indicate a renovation context, and there is
no note suggesting that line "A" represents something to be removed. While a dashed line can sometimes indicate demolition, the lack
of additional context makes Option D less likely than Option A.
Step 4: Conclusion Based on Drafting Standards
The dashed line "A" near the door most likely represents a hidden object, such as the door header or lintel above the door, which is
above the cutting plane of the floor plan (typically 4 feet). This is a standard use of dashed lines in architectural and interior design



drawings, as outlined in NCIDQ guidelines. The elevation does not show any other features (like a light cove or transom) that would
suggest an alternative interpretation, and the other options (light cove edge, floor pattern, or item to be removed) do not align with
the context or drafting conventions as well as Option A does.
Therefore, the correct answer isA: Hidden object, representing the door header or lintel above the door.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using principles from the NCIDQ Interior Design Fundamentals and standard architectural drafting
conventions, which are part of the NCIDQ exam preparation materials.
Exact Extract:
From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (a common resource for NCIDQ candidates):
"In floor plans, dashed lines are used to indicate hidden edges or objects above the cutting plane, such as structural elements like
beams, lintels, or door headers, which are not directly visible in the plan view." The NCIDQ guidelines specify that dashed lines in a
floor plan represent hidden objects or edges above the cutting plane, such as a door header or lintel. In this case, line "A" is a dashed
line near the door, indicating the door header above the door, which is not visible in the floor plan because it is above the typical
cutting plane height of 4 feet. This aligns with standard drafting practices and ensures clarity in the drawing for contractors and
designers. Options B, C, and D do not match the standard use of a dashed line in this context, as they either refer to features not
present (light cove), use incorrect line types (floor pattern), or lack supporting context (item to be removed).
Objectives:
* Understand the use of line types in architectural and interior design drawings.
* Identify the meaning of dashed lines in floor plans, particularly for hidden objects.
* Apply drafting standards to interpret floor plans and elevations in commercial and residential spaces.

NEW QUESTION # 82
......
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