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CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q31-Q36):
NEW QUESTION # 31 
How can a procurement manager embed a culture of life-long learning within the department? (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
A culture of lifelong learning means that employees see continuous development as a normal part of their work, rather than a one-off
event. For a procurement manager, embedding this culture requires leadership, systems, and consistent encouragement.
The first step is to lead by example. If the procurement manager demonstrates commitment to professional learning (e.g., pursuing
CIPS qualifications or attending industry events), team members are more likely to follow. Role-modelling is a powerful way of
embedding culture.
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Secondly, the manager can create structured training and development programmes. This could include formal training courses on
negotiation, category management, or e-procurement systems, combined with informal methods like mentoring and peer learning.
Having clear learning pathways ensures staff know how to develop their careers.
Thirdly, the manager should encourage knowledge sharing within the team. This may involve "lunch and learn" sessions, after-action
reviews of sourcing projects, or creating knowledge repositories where lessons learned are stored for future use. Sharing
experiences embeds learning into daily work.
Fourthly, embedding learning into performance management is key. Training and development goals should be included in staff
appraisals. For example, procurement assistants could be required to complete CPD (Continuing Professional Development) hours
each year as part of their objectives.
Fifthly, the manager should encourage external engagement. Attending conferences, webinars, or supplier innovation workshops
exposes staff to new ideas and best practices. In procurement, this is vital for staying ahead of supply chain trends such as
sustainability or digitalisation.
Sixthly, the manager should recognise and reward learning efforts. When staff complete training, gain qualifications, or demonstrate
new skills, this should be acknowledged publicly. Recognition motivates others to commit to learning.
Finally, the manager should ensure that resources and time are allocated for development. Lifelong learning will not happen if staff
are overloaded with daily tasks. By scheduling training days or setting aside budgets, the manager signals that learning is valued.
Conclusion:
A procurement manager can embed lifelong learning by role-modelling development, providing structured training, encouraging
knowledge sharing, linking learning to performance reviews, and recognising achievements. By creating this culture, the department
becomes more skilled, innovative, and motivated, which ultimately delivers greater value to the organisation.

NEW QUESTION # 32 
Explain what is meant by a heterogeneous / diverse workforce and explain one personality model that a manager could use to
investigate the personalities within his/her team (25 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
A heterogeneous or diverse workforce refers to a group of employees with varied characteristics, backgrounds, and perspectives.
Diversity can relate to visible differences such as age, gender, ethnicity, or disability, as well as invisible factors like personality,
values, experiences, and thinking styles. A diverse workforce is valuable because it brings multiple perspectives, creativity, and
innovation, which can improve decision-making and problem-solving. However, it can also create challenges in communication,
conflict management, and team cohesion if not managed effectively.
In procurement and supply management, diversity can mean having team members from different professional disciplines, cultural
backgrounds, or experience levels. This mix can lead to better supplier negotiations, innovation in category strategies, and greater
sensitivity to global ethical standards. For managers, the challenge lies in understanding and leveraging individual differences to build
cohesive, high-performing teams.
One useful personality model for understanding team members is the Big Five Personality Traits (OCEAN model). This model is
widely accepted in psychology and provides a framework for identifying personality differences across five dimensions:
Openness to Experience - measures creativity, curiosity, and willingness to try new things. In procurement, high openness could
support innovation in supplier strategies.
Conscientiousness - relates to organisation, responsibility, and dependability. A conscientious buyer is likely to follow compliance
rules and deliver accurate work.
Extraversion - reflects sociability, assertiveness, and energy. Extroverts may excel in supplier negotiations and stakeholder
engagement.
Agreeableness - indicates cooperation, empathy, and trust. Highly agreeable individuals may be effective in collaboration but could
avoid conflict even when necessary.
Neuroticism (Emotional Stability) - refers to sensitivity to stress and emotional control. Low neuroticism (high stability) is ideal in
high-pressure procurement negotiations.
By applying this model, a manager can gain insights into the personalities of their team, allocate roles effectively, and provide tailored
support. For example, a procurement leader may assign highly conscientious individuals to compliance-heavy processes, while
extroverts may be placed in supplier-facing roles.
The use of the Big Five also helps managers balance team dynamics, identify potential conflict, and design training or coaching
interventions. Understanding personality traits supports motivation strategies (e.g., Herzberg, Maslow), builds stronger
communication, and enhances trust within diverse teams.
In conclusion, a heterogeneous workforce brings significant benefits but requires skilful management to harness its potential. The Big
Five Personality Traits provide a structured and evidence-based tool for understanding individuals, enabling managers to lead diverse
teams more effectively and align strengths with organisational goals.



NEW QUESTION # 33 
Explain what a 'bureaucratic' management style is (10 points). What are the advantages and disadvantages of this? (10 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
A bureaucratic management style is based on the theories of Max Weber, who described bureaucracy as a structured, rule-based
and hierarchical way of organising work. In this style, managers rely heavily on formal rules, policies and procedures to direct
employee behaviour. Decision-making authority follows a clear chain of command, and employees are expected to follow
established processes without deviation. Job roles are highly specialised and responsibilities are clearly defined. The emphasis is on
order, consistency and compliance rather than flexibility or creativity.
This approach is often seen in government departments, regulatory bodies, or large organisations where compliance, accountability
and control are critical. For example, in procurement and supply, bureaucratic management may be applied in highly regulated
environments such as public sector purchasing, where adherence to policies, legal frameworks and audit requirements is essential.
Advantages of the bureaucratic style include:
Clarity and consistency: clear rules and procedures mean employees know exactly what is expected of them.
Fairness and equality: decisions are made based on rules, not personal favouritism, reducing bias.
Accountability and control: strong documentation and audit trails improve transparency.
Efficiency in routine tasks: structured processes can streamline repetitive, transactional work (e.g., purchase-to-pay).
Disadvantages include:
Inflexibility: rigid rules make it difficult to adapt to change or unique situations.
Low motivation: workers may feel disempowered or demoralised by lack of autonomy.
Slow decision-making: multiple levels of approval can create delays.
Stifled innovation: focus on compliance discourages creativity and proactive problem-solving.
In conclusion, the bureaucratic management style is effective where consistency, compliance and control are needed, such as in
regulated procurement activities. However, it can be limiting in dynamic environments where flexibility, innovation and speed of
decision-making are essential. Successful managers may therefore adopt bureaucratic methods for governance but balance them with
more adaptive styles for strategic and innovative work.

NEW QUESTION # 34 
Describe 5 characteristics of a role that would make it intrinsically motivating to a potential employee. (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Intrinsic motivation comes from within the individual and relates to personal satisfaction, growth, and achievement, rather than
external rewards such as pay. The Job Characteristics Model (Hackman and Oldham) identifies several features of a role that can
make it intrinsically motivating.
The first is Skill Variety. A role that allows employees to use a range of skills and abilities prevents boredom and makes the job
more stimulating. For example, a procurement professional who undertakes supplier negotiations, contract management, and market
analysis will find their role more engaging than one limited to routine administration.
The second is Task Identity. This means being able to complete a whole piece of work from start to finish. Employees are more
motivated when they can see a clear outcome. In procurement, this could be managing a sourcing project end-to-end, from supplier
selection through to contract award.
Thirdly, Task Significance adds motivation by making employees aware of the impact of their work on others. If individuals see that
their role contributes to organisational goals or wider society, they gain intrinsic satisfaction. For example, a buyer working on
sustainable sourcing projects may feel motivated by contributing to environmental and ethical improvements.
The fourth is Autonomy. When employees have control over how they perform their work, they feel trusted and empowered. In
procurement, this could mean giving staff flexibility in how they manage supplier relationships or structure negotiations, rather than
micro-managing every step.
Finally, Feedback is a key factor. Employees are motivated when they receive clear information on their performance, either from
managers, colleagues, or the work itself. For example, a procurement professional who gets recognition for achieving cost savings or
reducing supplier risks will feel intrinsically rewarded.



In summary, roles that offer skill variety, task identity, task significance, autonomy, and feedback are more likely to be intrinsically
motivating. For managers, designing jobs with these characteristics is essential for creating engaged and high-performing teams,
particularly in procurement where complex, meaningful, and responsible work opportunities can drive motivation.

NEW QUESTION # 35 
Discuss 5 characteristics of an effective working group (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
An effective working group is one that is able to achieve its objectives while maintaining good relationships among its members.
Groups that function well display certain characteristics that ensure high performance and motivation. Five key characteristics are
discussed below.
The first characteristic is clear objectives and purpose. An effective group understands what it is working towards and has shared
goals. For example, in procurement, a category management group with a clear objective to deliver savings and sustainability
improvements will be more focused and aligned.
The second characteristic is good communication. Open, honest, and regular communication allows group members to share ideas,
raise concerns, and coordinate their activities. In procurement, effective communication between buyers, finance, and operations
ensures that sourcing projects meet business needs.
The third is defined roles and responsibilities. Members of an effective group know what is expected of them and how their work
contributes to the group's success. This reduces conflict and duplication of effort. For example, one procurement professional may
lead supplier negotiations while another manages contract compliance.
Fourthly, trust and mutual respect are essential. Members of effective groups value each other's contributions and support one
another. This creates psychological safety, meaning individuals are more willing to share ideas and take risks. In procurement, this
could involve trusting colleagues to manage parts of a tender process without interference.
Finally, an effective group demonstrates strong leadership and motivation. A good leader sets direction, supports members, and
creates a balance between task and people needs. Leadership also ensures the group stays motivated, particularly during challenges.
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