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AACN Critical Care Nursing Exam Sample Questions (Q138-Q143):
NEW QUESTION # 138 
A nurse is caring for a Daniel, a 7 year-old client, who receives chest physiotherapy (CPT). Which of the following action by the
nurse would be appropriate?

A. Schedule the therapy thirty minutes after meals
B. Teach the child not to cough during the treatment
C. percuss on to the rib cage area
D. Place the child in a prone position for the therapy

Answer: C

Explanation:
Explanation: Percussion (clapping) should only be done in the area of the rib cage.

NEW QUESTION # 139 
Which of these clients should the nurse assess first?

A. A 10-year-old boy who is scheduled for a tonsillectomy in an hour
B. A 5-year-old child on a gluten-restricted diet initiated 48 hours ago
C. A 6-month-old child sleeping quietly with bulging and tense anterior fontanel
D. A 3-year-old boy who had an episode of tonic-clonic seizure a day ago

Answer: C

Explanation:
Explanation: A bulging and tensed anterior fontanel is indicative of increased intracranial pressure, a serious medical problem.
Increased pressure can damage the brain or the spinal cord; therefore, it should be the nurse's first priority. The child on a gluten-
restricted diet would have adjusted to the diet and the child with an episode of seizure would have to be closely monitored. Though it
is important to give preoperative preparations to the 10-year old for a tonsillectomy, it does not take priority over an infant with
increased ICP.

NEW QUESTION # 140 
A 5-month-old was diagnosed with intussusception. What assessment would be a priority to assist in confirming the diagnosis?

A. assess characteristics of stool
B. observe for high-pitch cry
C. auscultate the bowel sounds.
D. measure the intake and output

Answer: A

Explanation:
Explanation: intussusception creates intestinal obstruction because the intestine "telescopes" and becomes trapped. Stools are red
and currant jelly-like from the mixing of stoll with blood and mucus.

NEW QUESTION # 141 
The nurse notes that a 10-month-old infant had a fever, runny nose, cough, and white spots in the mouth for almost 3 days. Rash
started on his face and spread to the whole body. The nurse suspected a case of:

A. Rubella
B. Varicella
C. Rubella
D. Herpes

Answer: C



Explanation:
Explanation: Signs and symptoms of Rubella include Koplik's spots and rash accompanied by coryza.

NEW QUESTION # 142 
The nurse is caring for a 12 year-old on admission to the isolation unit. One assessment parameter that will indicate that the child has
adequate fluid replacement would be:

A. increased level of hct
B. urine output of 30 ml.hour
C. good skin turgor around the area of burn
D. absence of thirst

Answer: B

Explanation:
Explanation: For a child who is 12 years old age, urine output of 30ml.hour is adequate, and does not suggest fluid overload.

NEW QUESTION # 143
......
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