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SolarWinds Observability-Self-Hosted-Fundamentals Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1
Customization and User Experience: This domain addresses platform customization through dashboards
and views, managing user accounts and permissions, implementing custom properties, and organizing
resources using groups.

Topic 2
Reports: This domain focuses on creating, scheduling, and managing reports that provide insights into
network performance, availability, and metrics for documentation and analysis.

Topic 3
SolarWinds Platform Troubleshooting Tools: This domain covers troubleshooting tools including AppStack
and PerfStack for correlating performance data, and Intelligent Mapping for visualizing network topology
to identify and resolve issues.

Topic 4
Node Management: This domain focuses on managing monitored nodes including handling node statuses
and working with agents for monitoring and data collection from endpoints.
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Q54):
NEW QUESTION # 49 
What is the effect of checking the Encrypt connections with SSL box in the configuration wizard?

A. The network data between SolarWinds' Hybrid Cloud Observability Platform server and the SQL server will be
encrypted.
B. The installed SolarWinds product will use the login account to access the databases on the SQL server.
C. The login credentials will be encrypted between SolarWinds' Hybrid Cloud Observability Platform server and the SQL
server while in transit.
D. The login account to access the SQL server will be encrypted and stored in SolarWinds' Hybrid Cloud Observability
Platform server.

Answer: A

Explanation:
According to theSolarWinds Platformconfiguration documentation, the option toEncrypt connections with SSLduring the database
configuration wizard specifically dictates the security level of the communication channel between the application server and the
database backend. When this box is checked, the platform ensures thatthe network data between SolarWinds' Hybrid Cloud
Observability Platform server and the SQL server will be encrypted. This security measure is critical for protecting the integrity and
confidentiality of the performance metrics, configuration data, and credentials as they traverse the internal network between these
two primary architectural components.
This encryption utilizesTransport Layer Security (TLS)to wrap theTDS (Tabular Data Stream)protocol used by Microsoft SQL
Server. By enabling this feature, the platform prevents potential "man-in-the-middle" attacks where an adversary could sniff network
traffic to intercept sensitive monitoring data or administrative information stored within the SQL database. It is important to note that
for this setting to function correctly, theSQL Servermust be configured with a valid SSL/TLS certificate that is trusted by the
SolarWinds application server.
This setting differs from simple credential encryption (Option C) or secure storage (Option B) because it applies toall datatransmitted
during the session, not just the initial login exchange. Furthermore, while the configuration wizard does require a login account
(Option A), that account's specific permissions are a separate functional requirement from the underlying encryption of the transport
layer. Enabling SSL encryption is a standard best practice for organizations following strict compliance frameworks likeHIPAA,
PCI-DSS, orSOC2, where protecting data-in-transit is a mandatory requirement even on internal, "trusted" network segments. This
centralized encryption toggle simplifies the deployment of high-security observability environments by orchestrating the secure
connection parameters through the standard SolarWinds Configuration Wizard interface.

NEW QUESTION # 50 
Which two of the following settings are automatically enabled for a user with the default set of user permissions in SolarWinds'
Hybrid Cloud Observability (HCO)? (Choose two.)

A. disable session time out
B. self-manage dashboards
C. view all active alerts
D. view all existing reports

Answer: C,D

Explanation:
When a new user account is created in the SolarWinds Platform, it is assigned a set of "Default" permissions designed to provide a
"Read-Only" baseline of visibility. According to theSolarWinds Platform User Account Managementguide, the platform is configured
to ensure that new users can immediately benefit from the monitoring data without having the power to accidentally modify the
environment.
Specifically,view all active alerts (C)andview all existing reports (D)are enabled by default. This ensures that any team member with
a login can see the current health of the infrastructure and access historical performance data. These are considered "Passive" rights
that allow for operational awareness. Conversely, disable session time out (A)is a security-sensitive setting that is typically disabled
by default to prevent abandoned sessions from remaining active on public or shared workstations.Self-manage dashboards (B),
while a common feature, often requires explicit "Dashboards" or "View" management permissions to be toggled on by an
administrator to prevent a proliferation of unmanaged or redundant dashboard pages within the database. By defaulting to alert and
report visibility, SolarWinds follows the principle of providing immediate information for troubleshooting while reserving management
and security-override functions for designated administrators.



NEW QUESTION # 51 
An alert is needed when the bandwidth utilization on a specific set of router interfaces exceeds 75%. The alert needs to be limited to
specific devices and their interfaces. How is this task accomplished?

A. Create a critical status-based alert and change the interface utilization status.
B. Use an account limitation to limit the alert to desired devices and interfaces.
C. Modify the scope on the trigger conditions to contain the desired nodes and interfaces.
D. Modify the scope on the reset conditions to contain the desired nodes and interfaces.

Answer: C

Explanation:
The alerting engine in the SolarWinds Platform uses a "Scope" and "Condition" logic to determine when an action should fire.
According to theSolarWinds Platform Alerting Guide, the "Scope" defineswhichobjects the alert engine should evaluate, while the
"Condition" defineswhatperformance metric triggers the alert.
To limit an alert to a specific set of router interfaces, the administrator mustmodify the scope on the trigger conditions. In the Alert
Wizard, under the "Trigger Condition" tab, there is a section titled "I want to alert on..." (Interface) and a secondary section for "The
scope of the alert". By adding specific rules to this scope- such as Node Name is Router-A or Interface Alias contains WAN-the
alert engine will ignore the thousands of other interfaces in the database and only monitor the 75% utilization threshold on those
specific targets.
Using account limitations (Option D) is incorrect for this purpose, as account limitations affect what auser sees in the console, not
how the backendalerting engineprocesses data.

NEW QUESTION # 52 
Which function is provided by Platform Connect?

A. anomaly-based alerting
B. historical reporting
C. infrastructure monitoring
D. intelligent mapping

Answer: A

Explanation:
Platform Connectis a foundational technology in Hybrid Cloud Observability (HCO) that bridges the gap between the on-premises
(self-hosted) installation and SolarWinds' cloud-based AIOps and machine learning services. According to theSolarWinds HCO
Administrator Guide, the primary function enabled by this connection isanomaly-based alerting.
Anomaly detection requires significant computational resources to process months of historical performance data and build
sophisticated behavioral baselines for thousands of metrics. To prevent this heavy processing from impacting the performance of the
local monitoring server, SolarWinds offloads the analysis to a cloud- based machine learning engine.Platform Connectprovides the
secure, encrypted tunnel required to transmit relevant performance metadata to the cloud for analysis and receive dynamic threshold
updates in return.
Without Platform Connect, the local instance is restricted to traditional static thresholds (e.g., "Alert if CPU >
90%"). With it, the system can identify "unusual" behavior (e.g., "Alert if CPU is 70% at 2:00 AM on a Tuesday, when it is normally
10%"). While HCO handles infrastructure monitoring and mapping locally, the specific "intelligence" layer that drives anomaly
detection is the standout benefit provided by the Platform Connect architecture.

NEW QUESTION # 53 
What is an AlertStack cluster?

A. autogenerated grouping of related active alerts on related entities
B. autogenerated grouping of related alerts across multiple servers
C. user defined grouping of related alerts within a single server
D. user defined grouping of related active alerts on a single entity

Answer: A

Explanation:



AlertStackis a specialized AIOps feature within Hybrid Cloud Observability (HCO) designed to simplify incident response.
According to theSolarWinds HCO Alertingdocumentation, anAlertStack clusteris an autogenerated grouping of related active alerts
on related entities.
The primary goal of clustering is to reduce "alert fatigue." Instead of presenting a technician with twenty individual alerts (e.g., one for
high CPU on a server, one for an application failure, and three for slow database response), AlertStack analyzes the relationships
and dependencies between those entities. If the platform determines that the alerts are part of a single root-cause event-such as a
storage array failure impacting multiple virtual machines and their applications-it automatically clusters them into a single visual
timeline. This clustering isautogeneratedby the platform's machine learning engine based on the AppStack dependency map; it does
not require a user to manually group the alerts. This allows the IT team to identify the "blast radius" of an incident and focus on the
primary failure point rather than triaging dozens of symptoms individually.

NEW QUESTION # 54
......
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