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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q14-Q19):
NEW QUESTION # 14 
The direct fluorescent antibody (DFA) test is commonly used for the rapid detection of which respiratory pathogen directly from
nasopharyngeal specimens?

A. Influenza virus
B. Mycoplasma pneumoniae
C. Bordetella pertussis
D. Legionella pneumophila (serogroup 1 in sputum)

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 15 
A neonate develops a vesicular rash, fever, and seizures within the first week of life. CSF analysis reveals lymphocytic pleocytosis
and elevated protein. PCR of the CSF is positive for a double-stranded DNA virus.
The MOST likely causative agent is:

A. Human parvovirus B19
B. Varicella-zoster virus (VZV)
C. Herpes simplex virus (HSV)
D. Cytomegalovirus (CMV)

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 16 
Histopathological examination of lung tissue from an immunocompromised patient reveals large (8-15 µm), spherical yeast cells with
thick, refractile walls and characteristic single, broad-based budding. These findings are most suggestive of infection with:

A. Paracoccidioides brasiliensis
B. Coccidioides immitis/posadasii
C. Blastomyces dermatitidis
D. Histoplasma capsulatum

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 17 
A sputum sample from a patient with suspected pulmonary tuberculosis is submitted for AFB smear and culture. The smear is
reported as positive for acid-fast bacilli (4+). Which method is considered the gold standard for confirming the identification of
Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex from culture?

A. Niacin accumulation test
B. HPLC analysis of mycolic acids
C. Growth rate and colony morphology on Löwenstein-Jensen media
D. Nucleic acid amplification test (NAAT) targeting specific MTC sequences

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 18 
A microbiology laboratory is investigating a possible outbreak of Salmonella infection. Serological testing of patient isolates reveals
they all possess the same O antigen but different H antigens. This suggests:

A. Contamination in the laboratory affecting multiple samples.
B. Multiple sources of infection with unrelated Salmonella strains.



C. A common ancestral strain that has undergone flagellar antigen variation.
D. A single point source of infection with a genetically stable strain.

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 19
......
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