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P mitiatives and monitoring outcomes to align with organizational goals.
¢ Platform APIs and Provisioning Infrastructure: This part of the exam evaluates Procurement Specialists on
the use of Kubernetes reconciliation loops, APIs for self-service platforms, and infrastructure provisioning
Topic 3 with Kubernetes. It also assesses knowledge of the Kubernetes operator pattern for integration and

platform scalability.
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Linux Foundation Certified Cloud Native Platform Engineering Associate
Sample Questions (Q64-Q69):

NEW QUESTION # 64
What is the primary purpose of Kubernetes runtime security?

A. Manages the access control to the Kubernetes API.
B. Scans contaner images before deployment.

C. Protects workloads against threats during execution.
D. Encrypts the sensitive data stored in etcd.

Answer: C

Explanation:

The main purpose of Kubernetes runtime security is to protect workloads during execution. Option B is correct because runtime
security focuses on monitoring active Pods, containers, and processes to detect and prevent malicious activity such as privilege
escalation, anomalous network connections, or unauthorized file access.

Option A (eted encryption) addresses data at rest, not runtime. Option C (image scanning) occurs pre- deployment, not during
execution. Option D (API access control) is enforced through RBAC and IAM, not runtime security.

Runtime security solutions (e.g,, Falco, Cilium, or Kyverno) continuously observe system calls, network traftic, and workload
behaviors to enforce policies and detect threats i real time. This ensures compliance, strengthens defenses in zero-trust
environments, and provides critical protection for cloud native workloads in production.

References:- CNCF Security TAG Guidance- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 65
Which of the following is a primary benefit of adopting a platform approach for managing application environments with diverse
needs?

A. Tt centralizes all deployments in one environment to improve control and visibility.

B. It isolates application environments completely to maximize security and avoid shared resources.

C. It enables self-service infrastructure provisioning while supporting app-specific requirements and organizational standards.
D. It enforces one infrastructure setup for all applications to reduce management conplexity.

Answer: C

Explanation:

The main advantage of a platform engineering approach is balancing self-service for developers with organizational governance and
standardization. Option A is correct because platforms enable developers to provision infrastructure and application environments
independently while embedding security, compliance, and operational guardrails. This ensures that applications with diverse needs
(e.g., different scaling patterns, compliance requirements, or environments) can still operate within a unified governance framework.
Option B (isolation only) is sometimes required for compliance but does not address the broader benefit of balancing flexibility and
standardization. Option C forces uniformity, which reduces adaptability for varied workloads. Option D (centralized deployments)
reduces developer autonomy and scalability.

The platform approach enables golden paths, curated abstractions, and reusable services, allowing diverse applications to thrive
while maintaining control. This balance is central to platform engineering's goal of reducing cognitive load and improving developer
productivity.

References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- CNCF Platform Engineering Maturity Model- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 66
In a software deployment pipeline, what is a common purpose of having different environments like production, staging, and
development?

A. Helps streamline deployments by limiting testing to staging environments only.
B. Supports testing features against different datasets without impacting live users.
C. Lets developers work together on the same codebase more effectively.

D. Allows teans to isolate changes and catch issues before reaching production.



Answer: D

Explanation:

The primary purpose of multiple environments in software delivery pipelines is to isolate changes and test them before they reach
production. Option A is correct because development, staging, and production environments provide controlled phases where teams
can validate functionality, integration, performance, and security without impacting end users.

Option B (team collaboration) is facilitated by source control and workflows, not environment separation.

Option C (testing only in staging) is a risky practice and not recommended. Option D is a partial benefit- testing with different
datasets helps-but the broader purpose is risk isolation.

By maintaining environment separation, organizations reduce the likelihood of bugs or misconfigurations reaching production. This
practice aligns with DevOps and platform engineering principles, ensuring safer, more reliable continuous delivery.

References:- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Continuous Delivery Foundation Best Practices- Cloud Native Platform Engineering
Study Guide

NEW QUESTION # 67
What is the main benefit of using minimal base container images and SBOM attestation practices in CI/CD pipelines?

A. Giving developers the maximum flexibility in what to include.

B. Reducing the number of security vulnerabilities within container images.
C. Reducing the size of container images and therefore storage costs.

D. Checking for duplicate libraries and that latest versions are being used.

Answer: B

Explanation:

The use of minimal base container images and Software Bill of Materials (SBOM) attestation is a best practice for strengthening
software supply chain security. Option B is correct because smaller base images contain fewer components, which inherently
reduces the attack surface and the number of potential vulnerabilities. SBOMs, meanwhile, provide a detailed inventory of included
libraries and dependencies, enabling vulnerability scanning, license compliance, and traceability.

Option A is only a partial benefit, not the primary goal. Option C (maximum flexibility) contradicts the principle of minimal images,
which deliberately restrict included software. Option D (reducing storage costs) may be a side effect but is not the core benefit in a
security-focused context.

By combining minimal images with SBOM practices, platform teams ensure stronger compliance with supply chain security
frameworks, enable early detection of vulnerabilities in CI/CD pipelines, and support fast remediation. This is emphasized n CNCF
security and platform engineering guidance as a way to align with zero-trust principles.

References:- CNCF Supply Chain Security Whitepaper- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study
Guide

NEW QUESTION # 68
In the context of Agile methodology, which principle aligns best with DevOps practices in platform engineering?

A. Customer nvolvement should be limited during the development process to avoid disruptions.

B. Development and operations teans should remain separate to maintain clear responsibilities.

C. Teams should strictly adhere to initial project plans without making adjustments during development.
D. Teams should continuously gather feedback and iterate on their work to improve outcores.

Answer: D

Explanation:

Agile and DevOps share the principle of continuous improvement through rapid feedback and iteration.

Option B is correct because gathering feedback continuously and iterating aligns directly with DevOps practices such as CI/CD,
observability-driven development, and platform engineering's focus on developer experience. This ensures platforms and applications
evolve quickly in response to real-world conditions.

Option A contradicts Agile, which emphasizes active customer collaboration. Option C reflects rigid waterfall methodologies, not
Agile or DevOps. Option D enforces silos, which is the opposite of DevOps principles of cross-functional collaboration.

By embracing continuous feedback loops, both Agile and platform engineering accelerate delivery, improve resilience, and ensure
that platforms deliver real value to developers and end users. This cultural alignment ensures both speed and quality in cloud native
environments.

References:- Agile Manifesto Principles- CNCF Platforms Whitepaper- Cloud Native Platform Engineering Study Guide
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