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Palo Alto Networks Security Operations Professional Sample Questions
(Q235-Q240):
NEW QUESTION # 235 
A Security Operations Center (SOC) analyst is performing threat hunting based on an observed surge in outbound DNS requests to
unusual top-level domains (TLDs) from internal hosts, specifically from a segment traditionally used by financial analysts. These
TLDs are not typically seen in legitimate business traffic. The threat intelligence team has recently reported an increase in Cobalt
Strike beaconing activity leveraging DNS over HTTPS (DOH) to obscure C2 communications. Which of the following Splunk
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Search Processing Language (SPL) queries would be most effective in identifying suspicious DNS-related indicators of compromise
(IOCs) aligned with this threat, assuming 'pan_logS is the relevant sourcetype for Palo Alto Networks firewall logs?

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 

Answer: C

Explanation:
The scenario specifically mentions 'DNS over HTTPS (DOH)' and 'unusual TLDs' and 'Cobalt Strike beaconing'. Option C directly
addresses DOH by filtering for (common for HTTPS) and then correlates it with or , which are strong indicators of DOH traffic
attempting to bypass traditional DNS monitoring. While other options might identify general DNS anomalies, Option C is the most
targeted and effective for the described threat given the specific indicators. Option B is good for unusual TLDs but misses the DOH
aspect and relies on a pre-defined lookup. Option A is too broad and only looks for specific TLDs rather than anomalies. Option D
looks for non-standard DNS ports, but DOH uses 443. Option E relies on an undefined macro.

NEW QUESTION # 236 
A security team is implementing automated vulnerability remediation using XSOAR. When a critical vulnerability is detected on an
asset, XSOAR needs to: 1) Confirm the asset owner from an HRMS. 2) Open a high-priority change request in ServiceNow for
patching. 3) Push the vulnerability details to a central GRC platform. 4) Monitor the change request status in ServiceNow and, upon
completion, verify the patch application via an endpoint scanner. Which of the following demonstrates the MOST comprehensive
and robust use of XSOAR's third-party integration capabilities for this workflow, including considerations for long-running
processes?

A. Exporting data from the vulnerability scanner to CSV, manually importing to XSOAR, and then using XSOAR to send
emails to HR and ServiceNow. Verification is manual.
B. Monitoring ServiceNow status is done via scheduled external scripts. Leveraging XSOAR's out-of-the-box integrations for
ServiceNow and the GRC platform, a custom Python integration for the HRMS API. For monitoring, utilize ServiceNow's
webhook capabilities to trigger an XSOAR playbook update when the change request status changes, or use XSOAR's
'Polling' mechanism within a playbook to check ServiceNow status periodically, coupled with the endpoint scanner integration
for verification.
C. Using XSOAR's generic HTTP integration for all systems, relying heavily on XSOAR's 'Sleep' command in playbooks for
waiting on external system updates.
D. Using XSOAR's ServiceNow integration to open a ticket, a custom PowerShell script for HRMS lookup, and a generic
webhook to the GRC platform.
E. Implementing a custom middleware to orchestrate all interactions between XSOAR, HRMS, ServiceNow, GRC, and the
endpoint scanner. XSOAR only acts as a dashboard.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Option B represents the most comprehensive and robust approach leveraging XSOAR's capabilities for complex, long-running
processes. It uses out-of-the-box integrations where available (ServiceNow, GRC) and custom integrations (HRMS) for specific
needs. Crucially, it addresses the long-running monitoring aspect: ServiceNow's webhooks can proactively notify XSOAR of status
changes, or XSOAR's polling feature within a playbook can periodically check status. This avoids long 'sleep' commands (Option E)
which are inefficient. Finally, the endpoint scanner integration allows automated post-patch verification. Option A uses less ideal
methods for HRMS and monitoring. Option C is too manual. Option D externalizes XSOAR's core orchestration capabilities.
Option E is inefficient for long waits.

NEW QUESTION # 237 
A new zero-day exploit targets a critical vulnerability in a widely used web server. Cortex XDR agents on affected servers generate
multiple distinct alerts: a memory corruption alert, a new process creation (cmd.exe from w3wp.exe), and suspicious outbound
network traffic to an unknown IP. Without Log Stitching, a SOC analyst might see these as separate, potentially unrelated incidents.
How does Log Stitching help in this scenario to form a cohesive narrative for investigation?

A. It re-indexes all historical logs from the web server to identify similar past activities that might indicate a broader campaign.



B. It correlates these seemingly disparate events by understanding their temporal proximity, causal relationships (e.g.,
w3wp.exe spawning cmd.exe), and shared attributes (e.g., originating host), presenting them as a single, unified incident
timeline.
C. It automatically creates a JIRA ticket for each individual alert, ensuring all incidents are tracked separately.
D. It quarantines the affected server immediately upon detection of the memory corruption alert, preventing further attack
stages.
E. It applies a pre-defined set of playbooks to each alert independently, escalating based on alert severity.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Log Stitching's core strength lies in its ability to connect the dots between seemingly unrelated events. In this scenario, it would
recognize the memory corruption, the subsequent process creation, and the suspicious network traffic as causally linked, occurring
on the same host within a short timeframe. By 'stitching' these logs together, it forms a coherent storyline of the zero-day exploit,
allowing the analyst to understand the full scope of the attack, rather than just isolated symptoms.

NEW QUESTION # 238 
A security analyst is performing a threat hunt for a specific malware family known to employ reflective DLL injection and
subsequently create a named pipe for C2 communication. The analyst wants to leverage Cortex XDR's Log Stitching for this hunt.
Which AQL (XDR Query Language) query best utilizes the underlying stitched log data to identify such a complex chain of events,
assuming the necessary data sources are ingested?

A. 
B. 
C. 
D. 
E. 

Answer: B

Explanation:
Explanation: This question requires understanding of AQL and how to leverage stitched data for complex behavioral patterns.
Reflective DLL injection often involves rund1132. exe or similar processes loading a DLL without it being on disk, which is hard to
catch with simple signatures. The subsequent creation of a named pipe implies inter-process communication for CZ Option A is too
broad and doesn't connect the DLL injection to the named pipe. Option B and E are too generic and not specific to the described
attack. Option D focuses on file writes, which might be a part of the attack but doesn't capture the reflective DLL injection or named
pipe. Option C correctly uses AQL to: 1. Filter for PROCESS_CREATION events involving rund1132. exe and DLLs. 2. Uses a
join operation based on process_instance_id (representing the parent-child relationship maintained by Log Stitching) to find
subsequent NAMED_PIPE_CREATION events that occurred from the same process or a descendant. This effectively stitches
together the two distinct, causally linked behaviors (DLL injection precursor and named pipe for C2) into a single query,
demonstrating a practical application of Log Stitching in threat hunting.

NEW QUESTION # 239 
A Palo Alto Networks customer is using Cortex XSOAR for Security Orchestration, Automation, and Response. A new critical
vulnerability (CVE-2023-XXXX) with active exploits has been published. The CISO wants to understand how 'AI' (beyond just
'ML') in XSOAR can accelerate the response, specifically in generating a comprehensive incident response plan and automatically
enriching indicators of compromise (IOCs). Which of the following best describes this AI capability?

A. XSOAR's ML capabilities include predictive analytics to forecast the likelihood of successful exploitation, allowing for pre-
emptive patching.
B. The AI component in XSOAR can leverage Natural Language Understanding (NLU) to parse the vulnerability description,
threat intelligence feeds, and internal knowledge bases to dynamically construct a tailored incident response playbook and
automatically query external sources (e.g., VirusTotal, Passive DNS) for relevant IOCs, understanding their context and
relationships. This involves symbolic AI and knowledge representation.
C. XSOAR's AI uses reinforcement learning to determine the optimal sequence of actions for patching and containment,
minimizing downtime based on real-time network conditions.
D. The AI in XSOAR allows for real-time correlation of alerts from various security tools and automatically de-duplicates
them, which improves analyst efficiency.
E. XSOAR's ML models can identify similar past incidents and suggest playbooks based on historical resolution data, which



is an advanced ML feature.

Answer: B

Explanation:
This scenario focuses on dynamic playbook generation and intelligent IOC enrichment based on newly published threat information,
which requires more than just pattern recognition (ML). Option B accurately describes how AI, specifically leveraging NLU and
potentially symbolic AI for knowledge representation and reasoning, can process unstructured text data (vulnerability descriptions,
threat intel) to understand context, relationships, and implications. This enables the system to intelligently build a tailored response
plan and proactively enrich IOCs by understanding what types of information are relevant and where to find them, going beyond
simple lookups or rule-based automation. Options A, D, and E describe valuable ML or automation features, but they don't fully
capture the 'understanding' and 'dynamic generation' aspect of AI described. Option C describes a different AI paradigm
(reinforcement learning) for response optimization, not plan generation and IOC enrichment from textual data.

NEW QUESTION # 240
......
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