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American Society of Microbiology ABMM Sample Questions (Q127-Q132):
NEW QUESTION # 127 
A research laboratory is developing a novel diagnostic assay for early detection of sepsis. They are investigating the use of host
biomarkers that are rapidly upregulated in response to bacterial infection. Which of the following biomarkers has shown promise for
differentiating between systemic inflammatory response syndrome (SIRS) and sepsis?

A. C-reactive protein (CRP)
B. Interleukin-6 (IL-6)
C. Erythrocyte sedimentation rate (ESR)
D. Procalcitonin (PCT)

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 128 
A research laboratory is investigating the mechanism of action of a novel antiviral compound that inhibits the replication of a specific
RNA virus. They find that the compound binds directly to the viral RNA-dependent RNA polymerase, preventing its elongation
activity. This mechanism is most similar to that of:

A. Acyclovir
B. Interferon-beta
C. Oseltamivir
D. Ribavirin

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 129 
A research laboratory is investigating the mechanisms of antigenic variation in Trypanosoma brucei, the causative agent of African
trypanosomiasis. The parasite evades the host immune response by periodically changing its surface coat protein. This process
primarily involves:

A. High-frequency point mutations in the gene encoding the variant surface glycoprotein (VSG).
B. Recombination between different VSG gene loci on minichromosomes.
C. Segmental gene conversion events involving a large repertoire of silent VSG genes.
D. RNA interference-mediated silencing of expressed VSG genes followed by activation of a new VSG gene.

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 130 
A microbiology laboratory receives a bronchoalveolar lavage sample from a patient with suspected ventilator- associated
pneumonia. Quantitative culture yields >10
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