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Topic Details

Topic 1

Construction Drawings, Schedules, and Specifications: This section of the exam measures skills of
an Interior Designer and covers the production and interpretation of technical documents. Test?takers must
show mastery of drawing standards, dimensioning conventions, and code?required annotations, as well as
the ability to develop plans, sections, elevations, schedules, and millwork details that accurately
communicate design intent.

Topic 2

Relationship between Human Behavior and the Designed Environment: This section of the exam measures
skills of a Design Consultant and covers interpreting how people interact with spaces. Examinees
demonstrate an understanding of human factors—from ergonomic dimensions to social and cultural
influences—and how universal design principles ensure accessibility and inclusivity, while also considering
sensory impacts such as lighting, acoustics, and thermal comfort.

Topic 3

Programming and Site Analysis: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and covers
the effective use of analytical techniques to understand a project’s context. Candidates must show how
they apply tools—such as spreadsheets, diagrams, and photographic studies—alongside research methods
like observations and precedent studies to evaluate site factors including location, orientation, zoning
restrictions, and existing conditions.

Topic 4

Life Safety and Universal Design: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
addresses the principles that protect occupants and ensure accessibility. Candidates demonstrate
knowledge of life?safety requirements—such as egress paths, fire separation, and alarm coordination—as
well as universal design strategies that accommodate diverse abilities and special?needs populations.

CIDQ Interior Design Fundamentals Exam Sample Questions (Q110-Q115):
NEW QUESTION # 110 
What is the minimum fire rating requirement for a door assembly in a two-hour wall that divides occupancies?

A. 1/3 hour
B. 3 hour
C. 1 1/2 hour
D. 3/4 hour

Answer: C

Explanation:
A two-hour wall that divides occupancies is typically a fire barrier, as defined by the International Building Code (IBC). Fire barriers
are used to separate different occupancy types (e.g., a business occupancy from an assembly occupancy) to prevent the spread of
fire between them. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and IBC Section 707 (Fire Barriers) specify the fire resistance
requirements for such walls and their openings, including doors.
According to IBC Section 716 (Opening Protectives), the fire protection rating of a door assembly in a fire barrier is based on the
fire resistance rating of the wall. For a two-hour fire barrier:
* IBC Table 716.1(2) states that doors in a fire barrier with a fire resistance rating of 2 hours must have a minimum fire protection
rating of 1 1/2 hours (90 minutes). This ensures that the door can withstand fire exposure for a significant portion of the wall's rating,
providing adequate protection while allowing for practical door construction (e.g., a 90-minute-rated door is a common standard).
* The door must also be self-closing or automatic-closing to maintain the integrity of the fire barrier, but this is not part of the
question.
Let's evaluate the options:
* A. 1/3 hour (20 minutes): A 20-minute rating is typically used for doors in smoke partitions or in 1- hour fire partitions (e.g.,
corridor walls in sprinklered buildings, per IBC Table 716.1(2)). It is far too low for a 2-hour fire barrier.
* B. 3/4 hour (45 minutes): A 45-minute rating is used for doors in 1-hour fire barriers or partitions (e.g., tenant separations in
sprinklered buildings). It is insufficient for a 2-hour fire barrier.
* C. 1 1/2 hour (90 minutes): This is the correct rating for a door in a 2-hour fire barrier, asspecified by IBC Table 716.1(2). It
ensures the door provides adequate fire protection while maintaining the integrity of the fire barrier.
* D. 3 hour (180 minutes): A 3-hour rating is required for doors in fire walls with a 4-hour fire resistance rating (per IBC Table
716.1(2)). It is excessive for a 2-hour fire barrier and not a common standard for most door assemblies.



The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual aligns with IBC requirements, confirming that a door in a 2-hour fire barrier must have a 1
1/2-hour fire protection rating to ensure safety.
Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is C, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and IBC
Section 716.
Exact Extract:
From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 2: Building Codes and Standards): "A door assembly in a
2-hour fire barrier, such as one dividing occupancies, must have a minimum fire protection rating of 1 1/2 hours (90 minutes) to
maintain the integrity of the fire separation." Explanation from Official Source:
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that doors in fire barriers must have a fire protection rating that corresponds to the
wall's fire resistance rating, as specified in the IBC. For a 2-hour fire barrier, a 1 1/2- hour rating for the door ensures that the
opening does not compromise the wall's ability to prevent fire spread, providing sufficient time for evacuation and fire suppression.
Objectives:
* Understand the fire protection requirements for doors in fire barriers.
* Apply building code standards to ensure fire safety in occupancy separations.

NEW QUESTION # 111 
A designer visits a client and observes employee working relationships as well as how they utilize their work area. What part of the
design process is this?

A. Programming
B. Design development
C. Construction administration
D. Space planning

Answer: A

Explanation:
The design process in interior design consists of several distinct phases, each with specific goals and activities. The NCIDQ IDFX
Reference Manual outlines these phases, including programming, space planning, design development, and construction
administration, and describes the tasks associated with each.
* A. Programming: Programming is the initial phase of the design process where the designer gathers and analyzes information about
the client's needs, goals, and requirements. This includes observing how users interact with the space, such as employee working
relationships and how they utilize their work area. These observations help the designer understand the functional and spatial needs
of the project, which are then translated into design solutions. The designer's visit to observe employees is a classic programming
activity, as it involves data collection to inform the design.
* B. Space planning: Space planning involves creating layouts and arranging spaces based on the information gathered during
programming. While observations might inform space planning, the act of observing is part of programming, not space planning itself.
* C. Design development: Design development involves refining the design concept, selecting materials, and creating detailed
drawings. This phase occurs after programming and space planning, so the observation of employees is not part of this stage.
* D. Construction administration: Construction administration occurs during the construction phase, where the designer oversees the
implementation of the design, addresses issues, and ensures the project is built as intended. Observing employees in their work area
is not part of this phase, as it focuses on construction oversight rather than data collection.
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual specifies that observing users and their interactions with a space is a key activity in the
programming phase, as it helps the designer define the project's requirements.
Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is A, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.
Exact Extract:
From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 3: Programming and Space Planning): "Programming includes observing users
in their environment, such as employee working relationships and space utilization, to gather data on the project's functional and
spatial needs." Explanation from Official Source:
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that programming involves collecting data through methods like observation to
understand how users interact with their space. Observing employee working relationships and space utilization directly contributes
to defining the project's requirements, making this a programming activity.
Objectives:
* Understand the phases of the interior design process.
* Identify the role of observation in the programming phase.

NEW QUESTION # 112 
When designing a wall with moldings and reveals, what type of detail should be drawn to conveythe depth and profile of the reveals?



A. Elevation detail
B. Plan detail
C. Vertical section
D. Horizontal section

Answer: C

Explanation:
Reveals are recessed or projecting features in a wall, often used with moldings to create depth and shadow lines. To convey the
depth and profile of reveals, a vertical section is the best type of detail because it shows a cross-sectional view of the wall, illustrating
the reveal's depth, shape, and relationship to the moldings in a vertical plane. This provides contractors with the necessary
information to construct the wall accurately.
Option A (plan detail) shows a top-down view, which doesn't convey depth. Option C (elevation detail) shows the wall's
appearance but not the internal profile or depth. Option D (horizontal section) shows a horizontal cut, which is less relevant for
vertical features like reveals.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on construction drawings.
Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "A vertical section is used to convey the depth and profile of wall features
such as reveals and moldings, providing a clear view of their construction." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum emphasizes the use of
vertical sections to detail wall features, ensuring accurate construction of design elements like reveals.
Objectives:
* Develop detailed drawings to communicate wall features (IDFX Objective: Design Communication).

NEW QUESTION # 113 
A client notes that they have insufficient tiling and storage in their newly completed space. This could have been avoided if the
designer had

A. Developed a punch [deficiency] list
B. Completed code research
C. Researched precedents
D. Conducted programming

Answer: D

Explanation:
The issue of insufficient tiling and storage in a completed space points to a failure in understanding the client' s needs and
requirements during the design process. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual outlines the steps of the design process, emphasizing
the importance of each phase in ensuring a successful project outcome.
* A. Researched precedents: Researching precedents involves studying similar projects to inform design decisions. While this can
provide inspiration, it does not directly address the client's specific needs for tiling and storage, which are unique to their project.
* B. Conducted programming: Programming is the phase of the design process where the designer gathers and analyzes the client's
needs, goals, and requirements. This includes determining the amount of storage needed, the types of spaces required, and specific
material needs like tiling. If the designer had conducted thorough programming, they would have identified the client's need for
sufficient tiling (e.g., in wet areas) and storage (e.g., cabinets, shelving) early in the process, ensuring these elements were
incorporated into the design. This makes programming the most relevant step to avoid the issue.
* C. Completed code research: Code research ensures compliance with building codes, such as egress, accessibility, and fire safety.
While important, it is not directly related to the quantity of tiling or storage, which are functional and client-specific requirements
rather than code-driven.
* D. Developed a punch [deficiency] list: A punch list is created at the end of a project to identify deficiencies or incomplete work
(e.g., missing tiles, unfinished storage installation). While a punch list might catch installation errors, it does not address the root cause
of insufficient tiling and storage, which is a failure to plan for these elements during the design phase.
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual emphasizes that programming is the foundation of a successful design, as it ensures that the
client's needs are fully understood and addressed in the design solution. Insufficient tiling and storage indicate a lack of proper
programming.
Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is B, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.
Exact Extract:
From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 3: Programming and Space Planning):"Programming involves gathering and
analyzing the client's needs and requirements, such as storage and material specifications, to ensure the design meets their functional
and aesthetic goals." Explanation from Official Source:
The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that programming is the process of identifying the client's specific needs, such as the



amount of storage or the extent of tiling required for a space. By conducting thorough programming, the designer can incorporate
these requirements into the design, preventing issues like insufficient tiling or storage in the completed project.
Objectives:
* Understand the role of programming in the interior design process.
* Identify how programming prevents design deficiencies related to client needs.

NEW QUESTION # 114 
Greenguard Environmental Institute oversees a third-party program that certifies products which have been tested and shown to

A. Generate renewable energy
B. Contain recycled content
C. Incorporate rapidly renewable resources
D. Produce low emission levels

Answer: D

NEW QUESTION # 115
......

As the content of the IDFX exam is changing from time to time, you may feel anxious that it seems too hard to know the changes.
Now, all complicate tasks have been done by our experts. They have rich experience in predicating the IDFX exam. Then you are
advised to purchase the study materials on our websites. Also, you can begin to prepare the IDFX Exam. You are advised to finish
all exercises of our IDFX preparation questions and pass the exam by the first attempt very easily.
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