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USGBC LEED-Green-Associate Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

Integrative Strategies: This section of the exam measures the skills of project managers and focuses on the
integrative process in LEED projects. It includes understanding the roles of various team members and
standards that support LEED, such as ASHRAE and ENERGY STAR guidelines. This section highlights
the importance of collaboration and systems thinking in achieving sustainable design.

Topic 2

LEED Process: This section of the exam measures the skills of sustainability consultants and covers the
foundational aspects of LEED, including organization fundamentals, the structure of LEED rating systems,
and the LEED certification process. It emphasizes understanding the goals and objectives of each credit
category and how they contribute to sustainable building practices.
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Topic 3
Project Surroundings and Public Outreach: This section of the exam measures the skills of community
engagement specialists and covers the environmental impacts of buildings, green building codes, and the
values of sustainable design. It also includes regional design considerations and public outreach strategies.

Topic 4
Materials and Resources: This section of the exam measures the skills of sustainable materials specialists
and focuses on reuse, life-cycle impacts, waste management, and environmentally preferable purchasing
practices. It highlights the importance of material selection in reducing environmental impacts.

Topic 5
Indoor Environmental Quality: This section of the exam measures the skills of indoor air quality specialists
and covers strategies for improving indoor air quality, lighting, acoustics, and occupant comfort. It
emphasizes the use of low-emitting materials and green cleaning practices.

Topic 6
Energy and Atmosphere: This section of the exam measures the skills of energy efficiency engineers and
covers building loads, energy efficiency measures, and alternative energy practices. It emphasizes
commissioning, energy auditing, and the use of renewable energy sources.

Topic 7
Location and Transportation: This section of the exam measures the skills of urban planners and covers site
selection criteria and alternative transportation strategies. It emphasizes choosing sites that minimize
environmental impact and promote sustainable transportation options.

USGBC LEED Green Associate Exam Sample Questions (Q356-Q361):
NEW QUESTION # 356 
According to the LEED Minimum Program Requirements (MPR) specifying minimum occupancy rates, a project must serve how
many occupants?

A. Five FTEs for six months
B. 50% of occupancy based on code
C. One or more Full Time Equivalents (FTEs)
D. At least two FTEs, no later than SIX months after Commissioning (Cx)

Answer: C

Explanation:
According to the LEED v4 Minimum Program Requirements (MPRs), there is no minimum required number of occupants or full-
time equivalents (FTEs) for which a building must be designed to be considered eligible to pursue certification1. However, the
project must serve at least one FTE, which is based on an 8-hour day2. The other options are not part of the MPRs.
Reference:
Minimum Program Requirements (MPRs) - U.S. Green Building Council1
LEED 101: MPRs (Minimum Program Requirements)2

NEW QUESTION # 357 
A project team is pursuing certification of recently remodeled tenant space. Which of the LEED rating systems apply?

A. LEED Building Design and Construction for Core and Shell
B. LEED Interior Design and Construction: Commercial Interiors
C. LEED Building Design and Construction for New Construction
D. LEED for Building Operations and Maintenance: Existing Buildings

Answer: B

NEW QUESTION # 358 
Which of the following may be awarded to a Green Building professional who "distinguishes professional leadership, contribution to
the standards of practice and body of knowledge and continual improvement in the field"?

A. LEED Fellow



B. LEED AP
C. LEED Green Associate
D. LEED for Homes Green Rater

Answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 359 
Which of the following has the highest energy consumption in a typical U.S. office building?

A. Space Heating
B. Water Heating
C. Lighting
D. Cooling

Answer: A

Explanation:
According to the U.S. Energy Information Administration, space heating accounted for about 32% of energy use for all U.S.
commercial buildings in 2018, followed by ventilation and lighting, each at about 10%1.
Space heating is the largest single energy end use in U.S. office buildings as well2.
Use of energy in commercial buildings - U.S. Energy Information Administration (EIA)1 DataTrends: Energy Use in Office Buildings
| ENERGY STAR2

NEW QUESTION # 360 
Which LEED adaptation includes the ability to reduce point thresholds for LEED certification levels based on building size?

A. LEED Interior Design and Construction: Retail
B. LEED Building Design and Construction: Homes
C. LEED Building Design and Construction: Schools
D. LEED Neighborhood Development: Built Project

Answer: B

Explanation:
LEED Building Design and Construction: Homes is the rating system that applies to single-family homes, low-rise multi-family homes,
and mid-rise multi-family homes1. It includes the ability to reduce point thresholds for LEED certification levels based on building
size, as smaller homes tend to have lower environmental impacts than larger homes2. The point thresholds are determined by the size
of the house compared to the number of bedrooms1.

NEW QUESTION # 361
......
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