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Topic 1

Code Requirements, Laws, Standards, and Regulations: This section of the exam measures the skills of a
Regulatory Compliance Specialist and covers environmental regulations, accessibility standards, building
codes, and zoning laws. It also addresses understanding jurisdictional permit processes and legal
implications for design compliance.

Topic 2

Integration of Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment: This section of the exam measures the skills of a FF&E
Specialist and focuses on selecting and integrating furniture and equipment. It includes understanding
product types, code compliance, maintenance requirements, procurement, installation processes, and cost
estimation methods.

Topic 3

Project Assessment and Sustainability: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Design
Consultant and covers understanding and evaluating square footage standards, environmental and wellness
criteria, existing site conditions, and key project drivers such as client goals, culture, and budget.

Topic 4

Professional Business Practices: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Design Consultant
and addresses business structures, scope of practice, proposals, contracts, and basic project accounting. It
prepares candidates to understand legal obligations, manage finances, and structure project proposals
professionally.

Topic 5

Project Process, Roles, and Coordination: This section of the exam measures the skills of a Project Design
Manager and focuses on team roles, stakeholder engagement, budgeting, project timelines, and
collaboration with allied professionals. It also includes managing deliverables, specifications, phased
construction, and conducting post-occupancy evaluations.

Topic 6

Integration with Building Systems and Construction: This section of the exam measures skills of a Building
Systems Coordinator and involves applying knowledge of structural, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, fire
protection, lighting, and acoustical systems. It also includes coordinating with ceiling plans, installation
sequencing, and understanding building components and transport systems.

CIDQ Interior Design Professional Exam Sample Questions (Q35-Q40):
NEW QUESTION # 35 
An owner wants to control the lights above the television separately from the lights over the table in their conference room. What
should the designer do?

A. Change the switches to three-way switches
B. Control the lights over the table with an occupancy sensor
C. Add an additional switch zone
D. Gang the switches under a single switch plate cover

Answer: C

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's ability to coordinate electrical systems to meet client needs. The owner's request to
control the lights above the television separately from the lights over the table requires a solution that allows independent operation of
the two lighting groups.
* Option A (Add an additional switch zone):This is the correct choice. A switch zone refers to a group of lights controlled by a single
switch. Adding an additional switch zone means installing a separate switch to control the lights above the television independently
from the lights over the table. This directly addresses the owner's request for separate control.
* Option B (Change the switches to three-way switches):Three-way switches are used to control a single light fixture from two
different locations (e.g., at either end of a hallway). They do not allow for separate control of two different groups of lights, so this
option does not meet the owner's need.
* Option C (Gang the switches under a single switch plate cover):Ganging switches means placing multiple switches in a single
electrical box with a shared cover plate. While this might be part of the installation process for Option A, it does not address the
core need to create separate control zones for the lights.
* Option D (Control the lights over the table with an occupancy sensor):An occupancy sensor automatically turns lights on or off
based on room occupancy. While this might be a useful feature, it does not provide the manual, separate control the owner is



requesting for the two lighting groups.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on electrical coordination and lighting design.
"To allow separate control of different lighting groups, the designer should specify additional switch zones to ensure each group can
be operated independently." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Building Systems Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide recommends
adding switch zones to achieve separate control of lighting groups, which directly addresses the owner's request. Option A provides
the most effective solution by ensuring that the lights above the television and over the table can be controlled independently.
Objectives:
* Understand electrical coordination for lighting control (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Building Systems).
* Apply design solutions to meet client lighting needs (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Design Development).

NEW QUESTION # 36 
Contract documents serve as the legal contract between

A. the designer and the contractor
B. the client and the contractor
C. the client and the designer
D. the contractor and the suppliers

Answer: B

Explanation:
Contract documents, per standard construction practice (e.g., AIA guidelines), form the legal agreement between the client (owner)
and the contractor, defining the scope, schedule, and payment for the construction work. These include drawings, specifications, and
addenda. The designer prepares these documents but is not a party to this contract; their agreement is separate with the client (A).
Option C (designer and contractor) involves coordination, not a direct contract. Option D (contractor and suppliers) refers to
subcontracts, not the primary contract documents. Thus, B is the correct legal relationship.
Verified Answer from Official Source:B - the client and the contractor
"Contract documents establish the legal agreement between the owner and the contractor, outlining the terms of construction
execution." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Section 3: Contract Documents) Explanation from Official Source:The NCIDQ specifies
that these documents bind the owner and contractor, with the designer acting as an agent to facilitate, not as a contractual party in
this context.
Objectives:
* Identify the purpose of contract documents (IDPX Objective 3.1).

NEW QUESTION # 37 
What is the PRIMARY reason to maintain a master submittal log on a project?

A. Facilitate distribution and timely review
B. Document the installation schedule
C. Confirm adherence to the contract
D. Verify compliance with specifications

Answer: A

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of the submittal process during contract administration. A master
submittal log is a tracking tool used to manage the submission, review, andapproval of submittals (e.g., product data, shop drawings)
throughout the project.
* Option A (Confirm adherence to the contract):While the submittal process itself helps confirm adherence to the contract, the
master submittal log's primary role is not to confirm adherence but to manage the process of reviewing submittals.
* Option B (Document the installation schedule):The installation schedule is typically documented in the project schedule, not the
submittal log. The log tracks submittal reviews, not installation timelines.
* Option C (Verify compliance with specifications):Verifying compliance with specifications is a goal of the submittal review process,
but the master submittal log's primary purpose is to manage the workflow, not to perform the verification itself.
* Option D (Facilitate distribution and timely review):This is the correct choice. The primary purpose of a master submittal log is to
track the status of all submittals, ensuring they are distributed to the appropriate parties (e.g., designer, owner) and reviewed in a
timely manner. This helps keep the project on schedule by preventing delays in the approval process.
Verified Answer from Official Source:



The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on contract administration and submittal management.
"A master submittal log is maintained to facilitate the distribution and timely review of submittals, ensuring that the approval process
does not delay the project schedule." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Contract Administration Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study
Guide specifies that the primary purpose of a master submittal log is to manage the distribution and review process, ensuring
efficiency and timeliness. This aligns with Option D, making it the correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand the role of a master submittal log in contract administration (NCIDQ IDPX Objective:
Contract Administration).
* Apply project management tools to ensure timely reviews (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Project Management).

NEW QUESTION # 38 
What should be addressed FIRST in a letter of agreement?

A. Amount of retainer
B. Legal obligations
C. General bid conditions
D. Scope of services

Answer: D

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of professional practice, including the structure of contracts like a letter
of agreement. A letter of agreement outlines the terms of the designer's engagement with the client, and its content should be
organized logically.
* Option A (Legal obligations):Legal obligations (e.g., liability, dispute resolution) are important but are typically addressed later in
the agreement, after the primary terms like scope and fees are defined.
* Option B (Scope of services):This is the correct choice because the scope of services defines what the designer will do for the
client, setting the foundation for the entire agreement. It should be addressed first to ensure both parties have a clear understanding
of the project's extent, deliverables, and responsibilities before discussing fees, legal terms, or other details.
* Option C (Amount of retainer):The retainer amount is part of the fee structure, which comes after the scope of services is defined.
The scope determines the fee, so it must be addressed first.
* Option D (General bid conditions):General bid conditions are relevant for construction contracts, not a designer's letter of
agreement with a client. This option is not applicable in this context.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on professional practice and contract drafting.
"In a letter of agreement, the scope of services should be addressed first to clearly define the designer's responsibilities and set the
foundation for the remaining terms, such as fees and legal obligations." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Professional Practice Section)
The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide emphasizes that the scope of services is the first and most critical element in a letter of agreement,
as it establishes the project's parameters and informs all subsequent terms. Addressing the scope first ensures clarity and alignment
with the client, making Option B the correct choice.
Objectives:
* Understand the structure of a letter of agreement (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Professional Practice).
* Apply contract drafting principles to ensure clarity (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Contract Administration).

NEW QUESTION # 39 
A client has come to a designer with a set of documents outlining a prototype design for retail stores. The client wants to build two
new stores and has hired the designer to implement the design. What should the designer issue to the contractor?

A. Prototype package as received from the client with the new site address on the cover sheet
B. Project/site-specific modified prototype construction documents
C. Project/site-specific specifications along with the original prototype drawings
D. Original prototype package as received from the client

Answer: B

Explanation:
The NCIDQ IDPX exam tests the designer's understanding of contract documents and their role in implementing a prototype design.
A prototype design is a standardized set of documents intended for repeated use, but it must be adapted to specific sites to ensure
compliance with local conditions and codes.



* Option A (Original prototype package as received from the client):Issuing the original prototype package without modifications is
inappropriate, as it does not account for site-specific conditions (e.g., local codes, site dimensions, utilities) that vary between
locations. This could lead to construction errors or permit issues.
* Option B (Project/site-specific modified prototype construction documents):This is the correct choice. The designer must modify
the prototype design to address site-specific conditions for each of the two new stores (e.g., local building codes, site dimensions,
structural requirements). These modified construction documents, tailored to each project and site, ensure that the design is buildable
and compliant, providing the contractor with accurate instructions.
* Option C (Project/site-specific specifications along with the original prototype drawings):While site-specific specifications are
important, using the original prototype drawings without modification fails to address site-specific conditions that may affect the
drawings (e.g., column locations, utility connections). This option is incomplete.
* Option D (Prototype package as received from the client with the new site address on the cover sheet):Simply updating the cover
sheet with the new site address does not address the substantive changes needed for each site. This approach risks errors and non-
compliance with local regulations.
Verified Answer from Official Source:
The correct answer is verified from NCIDQ's official study materials on contract documents and prototype design implementation.
"When implementing a prototype design, the designer must issue project/site-specific modified construction documents to ensure the
design is adapted to local conditions and complies with applicable codes." (NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide, Contract Documents
Section) The NCIDQ IDPX Study Guide emphasizes the need to modify prototype designs to create site-specific construction
documents, ensuring the design is feasible for each location. This aligns with Option B, making it the correct answer.
Objectives:
* Understand the adaptation of prototype designs for specific sites (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Contract Documents).
* Apply design modifications to meet local requirements (NCIDQ IDPX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 40
......
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