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USGBC LEED-Green-Associate Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

Topic 1

LEED Process: This section of the exam measures the skills of sustainability consultants and covers the
foundational aspects of LEED, including organization fundamentals, the structure of LEED rating systems,
and the LEED certification process. It emphasizes understanding the goals and objectives of each credit
category and how they contribute to sustainable building practices.
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Topic 2
Water Efficiency: This section of the exam measures the skills of water conservation specialists and covers
strategies for reducing water usage both indoors and outdoors. It includes the use of gray water and
rainwater in irrigation and the implementation of low-flow fixtures.

Topic 3
Project Surroundings and Public Outreach: This section of the exam measures the skills of community
engagement specialists and covers the environmental impacts of buildings, green building codes, and the
values of sustainable design. It also includes regional design considerations and public outreach strategies.

Topic 4
Sustainable Sites: This section of the exam measures the skills of landscape architects and focuses on on-
site assessment and design strategies that reduce environmental impact. It includes topics like habitat
conservation, rainwater management, and exterior lighting.

USGBC LEED Green Associate Exam Sample Questions (Q73-Q78):
NEW QUESTION # 73 
As of 1996, the Montreal Protocol banned the production of what chemical compound known to have ozone-depleting potential?

A. Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs]
B. Hvdrochlorofluorocarbons (HCFCs)
C. Hvdrofluorocarbons Phaseout Management Plan (HPMP)
D. Hvdrofluorocarbons (HFCs)

Answer: A

Explanation:
As of 1996, the Montreal Protocol banned the production of chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs), a chemical compound known to have
ozone-depleting potential. CFCs are synthetic substances that were widely used as refrigerants, propellants, solvents, and foam-
blowing agents. CFCs have high ozone depletion potential (ODP), which means they can destroy the ozone layer that protects the
Earth from harmful ultraviolet radiation. The Montreal Protocol is an international treaty that aims to protect the ozone layer by
phasing out the production and consumption of ozone-depleting substances. The Montreal Protocol banned the production of CFCs
in 1996 for developed countries and in 2010 for developing countries1 . References: LEED v4 Green Associate Candidate
Handbook1, UNEP's Montreal Protocol

NEW QUESTION # 74 
Which of the following strategies, when designed together, can save energy and improve occupant experience?

A. Energy metering and thermal comfort
B. Ventilation and carbon monoxide monitoring
C. Thermal comfort and water meters
D. Daylighting and natural ventilation

Answer: D

Explanation:
Explanation
Daylighting and natural ventilation are strategies that can be used together to save energy and improve occupant experience in a
building. Daylighting uses natural light to illuminate the interior spaces of a building, reducing the need for artificial lighting and
improving the visual comfort and well-being of the occupants. Natural ventilation uses outdoor air to provide fresh air and cooling to
a building, reducing the need for mechanical ventilation and air conditioning and improving the indoor air quality and thermal comfort
of the occupants1 . References: LEED v4 Green Associate Candidate Handbook1, LEED v4 BD+C Reference Guide

NEW QUESTION # 75 
Open grid pavement tends to reduce

A. native habitat
B. parking space requirements



C. rainwater infiltration
D. heat island effects

Answer: D

Explanation:
Explanation
Open grid pavement, also known as permeable pavement, allows water to drain through it, reducing runoff and recharging
groundwater supplies. It also tends to be lighter in color than traditional asphalt, which means it absorbs less heat from sunlight. This
helps to reduce the urban heat island effect, which is a phenomenon where urban areas are significantly warmer than their rural
surroundings due to human activities. References:
LEED Green Associate Candidate Handbook, U.S. Green Building Council resources

NEW QUESTION # 76 
The cradle-to-cradle approach to sustainable materials evaluates

A. building materials from extraction to reuse
B. building materials from installation to recycling
C. building materials from installation to disposal
D. building materials from extraction to disposal

Answer: A

Explanation:
The cradle-to-cradle approach to sustainable materials evaluates building materials from extraction to reuse, which means that the
materials are considered as part of a continuous cycle of use and regeneration, rather than a linear process of consumption and
disposal. The cradle-to-cradle approach aims to eliminate waste and pollution, conserve resources and energy, and create positive
impacts for the environment and human health. The cradle-to-cradle approach is based on the principles of eco-effectiveness, which
include designing products and systems that are safe and healthy for humans and nature, using renewable energy and clean water,
celebrating diversity and creativity, and respecting social and environmental justice12. The cradle-to-cradle approach is also
recognized and encouraged by LEED v4, which includes a credit for using products that have achieved Cradle to Cradle
certification34.

NEW QUESTION # 77 
Which of the following practices ensures that building systems are designed efficiently, installed appropriately and operate as
intended?

A. Negative feedback loop
B. Building retrocommissioning
C. Building commissioning
D. Positive feedback loop

Answer: C

Explanation:
Explanation
Building commissioning is a quality assurance process that begins during the design phase and continues through construction,
occupancy, and operation of the building. It ensures that the building's systems are designed efficiently, installed correctly, and
operate as intended. The commissioning process involves a series of inspections, tests, and adjustments of building systems, followed
by a review of the system design and operation with the building's operations team. References: LEED Green Associate Candidate
Handbook, U.S.
Green Building Council resources

NEW QUESTION # 78
......
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