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CompTIA A+ Core 1 Exam (2026) Sample Questions (Q232-Q237):
NEW QUESTION # 232 
A user notices a clicking sound each time they turn on a workstation, and it takes a long time for the system to start up. Which of the
following should the technician replace?

A. Fan
B. RAM
C. HDD
D. SSD

Answer: C

Explanation:
A repetitive clicking sound during startup combined with slow boot times is a classic indicator of a failing hard disk drive, often
caused by mechanical read/write head issues that require the drive to be replaced.

NEW QUESTION # 233 
Which of the following utilizes specialized ports on a laptop to expand the local connection options?
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A. Port replicator
B. USB dongle
C. Docking station
D. NFC adapter

Answer: C

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed In-Depth Explanation:
Adocking stationconnects to a laptop'sproprietary port or USB-C/Thunderbolt, providing access tomultiple additional ports(USB,
Ethernet, video, audio, etc.). It allows users to transform a laptop into a full desktop workstation.
* Option A (NFC adapter):Used for short-range communication, not port expansion.
* Option C (Port replicator):Similar to a dock but usually less powerful and often lacks charging or video output.
* Option D (USB dongle):Adds a single function (like Wi-Fi or storage), not full port expansion.
CompTIA A+ Core 1 Exam Objective Reference:
* Objective 1.4: Given a scenario, configure settings and use cases for laptops and mobile devices.

NEW QUESTION # 234 
An end user reports that their laptop has a blank screen. A technician observes the keyboard lights are on, and the fan is running.
Which of the following should the technician do next?

A. Contact vendor support
B. Replace the inverter
C. Check the display ribbon cable.
D. Connect to an external monitor

Answer: D

Explanation:
When a laptop powers on but the screen is blank, the quickest way to isolate the problem is to connect to an external monitor. This
helps determine if the issue is with the laptop display or with the graphics subsystem.

NEW QUESTION # 235 
A programmer needs to run a virtual machine on their laptop to test an application. Which of the following virtualization technologies
is the best way to accomplish this goal?

A. Virtual desktop infrastructure
B. Hypervisor
C. Containerization
D. Emulation

Answer: B

Explanation:
A hypervisor is the best choice because it is the technology specifically used to create, run, and manage virtual machines. On a
laptop, this is typically a Type 2 hypervisor (hosted hypervisor) that runs on top of the existing operating system and allows the
programmer to install a separate guest OS in a VM for testing.
This provides strong isolation, supports snapshots/checkpoints in many platforms, and lets the tester replicate different OS
environments, configurations, and software dependencies without altering the host system. That matches the scenario exactly: the
user needs an actual VM environment on their local machine.
Containerization is useful for packaging and running applications in isolated user spaces, but containers share the host OS kernel and
are not full virtual machines. If the test requires a different OS or kernel-level behavior, containers won't meet the requirement. VDI
delivers desktops hosted on remote servers, not a local VM running on the laptop. Emulation imitates different
hardware/architectures and is typically slower and used when running software built for incompatible hardware, which is unnecessary
for standard VM testing.
Therefore, a hypervisor is the best answer.

NEW QUESTION # 236 



A user asks a technician to recommend a CPU upgrade for a desktop computer. Which of the following should the technician
consider first?

A. Core count
B. Bus frequency
C. Integrated GPU
D. Socket type

Answer: D

Explanation:
The first consideration for a desktop CPU upgrade is the socket type, because the processor must be physically and electrically
compatible with the motherboard. In CompTIA A+ Core 1 hardware terms, CPUs are designed for specific sockets (for example,
Intel LGA or AMD AM-series), and a mismatch means the CPU simply cannot be installed. Even within the same brand, different
generations may use different sockets, and the motherboard's chipset and BIOS/UEFI must also support the selected CPU model. If
the socket is wrong, factors like core count, frequency, and integrated graphics become irrelevant because the system will not POST
or function.
After confirming socket compatibility, the technician would typically evaluate other constraints such as BIOS
/UEFI update requirements, power and cooling (TDP and heatsink/fan capability), and RAM compatibility supported by the
platform. Only then do performance-related preferences like core count (multitasking), bus
/clock characteristics, or whether an integrated GPU is needed (if no discrete video card is present) become meaningful selection
criteria. Therefore, the correct first consideration is the motherboard socket type.

NEW QUESTION # 237
......
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