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CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q37-Q42):

NEW QUESTION # 37
Describe four types of culture that can exist within an organisation (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
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See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Organisational culture refers to the shared values, beliefs, norms and behaviours that shape "the way things are done" in a workplace.
One of the most widely used models is Charles Handy's four types of organisational culture, which describe different ways in which
organisations can operate.

The first is the Power Culture. In this type, authority is concentrated at the centre, usually with a strong leader or small group of
individuals. Decisions are made quickly, and personal influence is key. This culture can be dynamic and decisive but may create
dependency on the leader and limit employee autonomy. In procurement, a power culture might mean senior management unilaterally
deciding supplier strategies without consulting the wider team

The second is the Role Culture. Here, the organisation is highly structured with clear roles, rules, and procedures. Power comes
from position rather than personality. Stability and order are prioritised, making it efficient in predictable environments. However, it
can be rigid and resistant to change. In procurement, this culture might be seen in public sector bodies where strict conpliance,
policies, and audit controls dominate purchasing activities.

The third is the Task Culture. This type is project-oriented, with tearms formed to solve problemns or deliver objectives. Power is
based on expertise, and collaboration is valued. It is flexible, innovative, and well-suited to dynamic environments, but can cause
conflict if resources are limited. In procurement, task culture is often evident in cross-functional category teans formed to deliver
strategic sourcing projects.

The fourth is the Person Culture. Here, the focus is on individuals rather than the organisation. Employees see themselves as more
important than the structure, and autonomy is prioritised. This is rare in large organisations but can be found in professional
partnerships such as law or consultancy firms. In procurement, a person culture may appear where highly specialised experts operate
independently, sometimes resisting organisational control.

In conclusion, Handy's four types of culture - power, role, task, and person - each offer strengths and weaknesses. Effective
managers must understand the prevailing culture in their organisation and adapt their leadership approach. In procurement and
supply, recognising cultural influences is vital to building cohesive tearns, aligning strategies, and driving ethical and sustainable
practices.

NEW QUESTION # 38
Discuss 5 characteristics of an effective working group (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

An effective working group is one that is able to achieve its objectives while maintaining good relationships among its members.
Groups that function well display certain characteristics that ensure high performance and motivation. Five key characteristics are
discussed below.

The first characteristic is clear objectives and purpose. An effective group understands what it is working towards and has shared
goals. For example, in procurement, a category management group with a clear objective to deliver savings and sustamability
improvements will be more focused and aligned.

The second characteristic is good commumnication. Open, honest, and regular communication allows group members to share ideas,
raise concerns, and coordinate their activities. In procurement, effective communication between buyers, finance, and operations
ensures that sourcing projects meet business needs.

The third is defined roles and responsibilities. Members of an effective group know what is expected of them and how their work
contributes to the group's success. This reduces conflict and duplication of effort. For example, one procurement professional may
lead supplier negotiations while another manages contract compliance.

Fourthly, trust and mutual respect are essential. Members of effective groups value each other's contributions and support one
another. This creates psychological safety, meaning individuals are more willing to share ideas and take risks. In procurement, this
could involve trusting colleagues to manage parts of a tender process without interference.

Finally, an effective group demonstrates strong leadership and motivation. A good leader sets direction, supports members, and
creates a balance between task and people needs. Leadership also ensures the group stays motivated, particularly during challenges.

NEW QUESTION # 39
What is meant by the 'systems approach’ and 'contingency approach' to management? (20 points)

Answer:

Explanation:



See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Theories of management provide different ways of understanding how organisations can be led effectively. Two important
perspectives are the systems approach and the contingency approach. Both move beyond early "one best way" classical theories
and instead highlight the complexity and adaptability required in modern organisations.

The systems approach views the organisation as an integrated whole made up of interdependent subsystems such as HR, finance,
operations and procurement. It is based on systems theory, seeing organisations as "open systens" that interact with their external
environment. Inputs such as people, information and resources are transformed into outputs such as products, services and
stakeholder value. Feedback loops are essential to monitor performance and make adjustments. The key idea is synergy - the whole
is greater than the sum of the parts. For example, in procurement, sourcing decisions influence not only supplier performance but also
finance (budgets), operations (continuity), and CSR (sustainability). A systems approach ensures that procurement strategies are
aligned to wider organisational goals and continuous improvement.

The contingency approach develops this idea further, arguing that there is no universal way to manage. Instead, the best approach
depends on situational factors such as environment, size, technology, or workforce capability. It rejects "one-size-fits-all" rules and
stresses that management must adapt. For example, in a stable market, a hierarchical structure with formal rules may work well,
whereas in volatile markets, flexible and decentralised decision-making is more effective. In procurement, this could mean using strict
process controls for routine, low-value iters, but adopting agile, collaborative approaches when managing strategic supplier
partnerships in uncertain global supply chains.

In comparison, the systens approach gives managers a holistic view of how different parts of the organisation connect and interact
with the external environment, while the contingency approach emphasises adaptability and situational leadership. Together, they
suggest that effective managers need both a broad systens perspective and the ability to tailor their approach depending on context.
In conclusion, the systems approach stresses coordination, integration and feedback across the organisation, while the contingency
approach stresses flexibility and the idea that "it depends." Both are highly relevant to procurement and supply leaders who must
mtegrate across finctions and adapt strategies to dynamic and uncertain supply environments.

NEW QUESTION # 40

Kevin is the Head of Procurement at a manufacturing company and oversees the work of a team of 32 procurement professionals.
The different people within his team have a varying level of knowledge and skills and they all work on different projects, some of
which are more inmportant than others. Based on Kevin's concern for the team member's performance and his concern for the task
they are completing, describe FIVE leadership styles Kevin could employ. Your answer may make reference to Blake and Mouton's
Leadership Grid (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Blake and Mouton's Leadership Grid highlights five leadership styles based on two dimensions: concern for people and concern for
task. Kevin can use different styles depending on the skills of his team and the importance of each project.

Impoverished Management (Low task/Low people)

This style shows little concern for people or performance. Kevin would provide minimal guidance or support, essentially leaving the
teamto their own devices. While not usually effective, it may be applied temporarily where staffare highly capable and self-
motivated, or in less critical projects where close oversight is not needed.

Country Club Management (High people/Low task)

Here, Kevin shows strong concern for people but little focus on results. He prioritises team harmony, morale, and relationships. This
could be used with a new or inexperienced team to build confidence and trust, but it risks low performance if project deadlines or
targets are missed.

Task Management (High task/Low people)

This style focuses heavily on performance, structure, and efficiency, with little attention to employee needs. Kevin might use this in
high-pressure procurement projects, such as negotiating urgent supply contracts, where results are critical. However, overuse can
demotivate staffand create high turnover.

Middle-of-the-Road Management (Medium task/Medium people)

This is a balanced approach where Kevin gives some attention to both people and results but does not excel in either. It produces
average performance and morale. Kevin might use this style for steady projects with moderate importance, though it risks mediocrity
if not adapted when situations demand more.

Team Management (High task/High people)

This is considered the most effective style, where Kevin drives high performance while also motivating and supporting his team. He
mnvolves employees in decision-making, sets challenging goals, and encourages collaboration. For example, in strategic procurement
projects, Kevin could adopt this style to achieve strong results while also developing his team's skills.

By switching between these styles, Kevin can match leadership behaviours to the skills of his team and the importance of the task.



For example, urgent, high-value contracts may need task management, while long-term development projects may benefit from team
management.

Conclusion:

Blake and Mouton's grid provides five leadership styles - impoverished, country club, task-focused, middle-of-the-road, and team
management. Each has strengths and weaknesses, and Kevin's role as Head of Procurement is to adapt his approach depending on
the project demands and the skills of his team members. By applying situational leadership, he can ensure both high performance and
team engagemment.

NEW QUESTION # 41
Describe 5 characteristics of a role that would make it intrinsically motivating to a potential employee. (25 points).

Answer:

Explanation:

See the Explanation for Detailed Answer

Explanation:

Intrinsic motivation comes from within the individual and relates to personal satisfaction, growth, and achieverment, rather than
external rewards such as pay. The Job Characteristics Model (Hackman and Oldham) identifies several features of a role that can
make it intrinsically motivating,

The first is Skill Variety. A role that allows employees to use a range of skills and abilities prevents boredom and makes the job
more stimulating. For example, a procurement professional who undertakes supplier negotiations, contract management, and market
analysis will find their role more engaging than one limited to routine administration.

The second is Task Identity. This means being able to complete a whole piece of work from start to finish. Employees are more
motivated when they can see a clear outcome. In procurement, this could be managing a sourcing project end-to-end, from supplier
selection through to contract award.

Thirdly, Task Significance adds motivation by making employees aware of the impact of their work on others. If individuals see that
their role contributes to organisational goals or wider society, they gain intrinsic satisfaction. For example, a buyer working on
sustainable sourcing projects may feel motivated by contributing to environmental and ethical improvements.

The fourth is Autonomy. When employees have control over how they perform their work, they feel trusted and empowered. In
procurement, this could mean giving staff flexibility in how they manage supplier relationships or structure negotiations, rather than
micro-managing every step.

Finally, Feedback is a key factor. Employees are motivated when they receive clear information on their performance, either from
managers, colleagues, or the work itself. For example, a procurement professional who gets recognition for achieving cost savings or
reducing supplier risks will feel intrinsically rewarded.

In summary, roles that offer skill variety, task identity, task significance, autonomy, and feedback are more likely to be intrinsically
motivating, For managers, designing jobs with these characteristics is essential for creating engaged and high-performing teans,
particularly in procurement where complex, meaningful, and responsible work opportunities can drive motivation.

NEW QUESTION # 42
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