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Sample Questions (Q46-Q51):
NEW QUESTION # 46 
An existing customer wants to expand their online business into physical stores for the first time. The customer requires NGFWs at
the physical store to handle SD-WAN, security, and data protection needs, while also mandating a vendor-validated deployment
method. Which two steps are valid actions for a systems engineer to take? (Choose two.)

A. Use the reference architecture "On-Premises Network Security for the Branch Deployment Guide" to achieve a desired
architecture.
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B. Recommend the customer purchase Palo Alto Networks or partner-provided professional services to meet the stated
requirements.
C. Use Golden Images and Day 1 configuration to create a consistent baseline from which thecustomer can efficiently work.
D. Create a bespoke deployment plan with the customer that reviews their cloud architecture, store footprint, and security
requirements.

Answer: B,D

Explanation:
When assisting a customer in deploying next-generation firewalls (NGFWs) for their new physical store branches, it is crucial to
address their requirements for SD-WAN, security, and data protection with a validated deployment methodology. Palo Alto
Networks provides robust solutions for branch security and SD- WAN integration, and several steps align with vendor-validated
methods:
* Option A (Correct):Palo Alto Networks or certified partners provideprofessional servicesfor validated deployment methods,
including SD-WAN, security, and data protection in branch locations.
Professional services ensure that the deployment adheres to industry best practices and Palo Alto's validated reference architectures.
This ensures a scalable and secure deployment across all branch locations.
* Option B:While usingGolden Imagesand a Day 1 configuration can create a consistent baseline for configuration deployment, it
does not align directly with the requirement of following vendor-validated deployment methodologies. This step is helpful but
secondary to vendor-validated professional services and bespoke deployment planning.
* Option C (Correct):Abespoke deployment planconsiders the customer's specific architecture, store footprint, and unique security
requirements. Palo Alto Networks' system engineers typically collaborate with the customer to design and validate tailored
deployments, ensuring alignment with the customer's operational goals while maintaining compliance with validated architectures.
* Option D:While Palo Alto Networks provides branch deployment guides (such as the "On-Premises Network Security for the
Branch Deployment Guide"), these guides are primarily reference materials.
They do not substitute for vendor-provided professional services or the creation of tailored deployment plans with the customer.
References:
* Palo Alto Networks SD-WAN Deployment Guide.
* Branch Deployment Architecture Best Practices: https://docs.paloaltonetworks.com
* Professional Services Overview: https://www.paloaltonetworks.com/services

NEW QUESTION # 47 
Which two compliance frameworks are included with the Premium version of Strata Cloud Manager (SCM)? (Choose two)

A. National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)
B. Center for Internet Security (CIS)
C. Payment Card Industry (PCI)
D. Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)

Answer: A,C

Explanation:
Step 1: Understanding Strata Cloud Manager (SCM) Premium
Strata Cloud Manager is a unified management interface for Strata NGFWs, Prisma Access, and other Palo Alto Networks
solutions. The Premium version (subscription-based) includes advanced features like:
* AIOps Premium: Predictive analytics, capacity planning, and compliance reporting.
* Compliance Posture Management: Pre-built dashboards and reports for specific regulatory frameworks.
Compliance frameworks in SCM Premium provide visibility into adherence to standards like PCI DSS and NIST, generating
actionable insights and audit-ready reports based on firewall configurations, logs, and traffic data.
Reference: Strata Cloud Manager Documentation
"SCM Premium delivers compliance reporting for industry standards, integrating with NGFW telemetry to ensure regulatory
alignment." Step 2: Evaluating the Compliance Frameworks Option A: Payment Card Industry (PCI) Analysis: The Payment Card
Industry Data Security Standard (PCI DSS) is a mandatory framework for organizations handling cardholder data. SCM Premium
includes a PCI DSS Compliance Dashboard that maps NGFW configurations (e.g., security policies, decryption, Threat Prevention)
to PCI DSS requirements (e.g., Requirement 1: Firewall protection, Requirement 6: Vulnerability protection). It tracks compliance
with controls like network segmentation, encryption, and monitoring, critical for Strata NGFW deployments in payment
environments.
Evidence: Palo Alto Networks emphasizes PCI DSS support in SCM Premium for retail, financial, and e- commerce customers,
providing pre-configured reports for audits.
Conclusion: Included in SCM Premium.



Reference: Strata Cloud Manager Premium Features Overview
"PCI DSS compliance reporting ensures cardholder data protection with automated insights." Option B: National Institute of
Standards and Technology (NIST) Analysis: NIST frameworks, notably the NIST Cybersecurity Framework (CSF) and NIST SP
800-53, are widely adopted for cybersecurity risk management, especially in government and critical infrastructure sectors. SCM
Premium offers a NIST Compliance Dashboard, aligning NGFW settings (e.g., App-ID, User- ID, logging) with NIST controls
(e.g., Identify, Protect, Detect, Respond, Recover). This is key for Strata customers needing federal compliance or a risk-based
approach.
Evidence: Palo Alto Networks documentation highlights NIST CSF and 800-53 mapping in SCM Premium, reflecting its broad
applicability.
Conclusion: Included in SCM Premium.
Reference: Strata Cloud Manager AIOps Premium Datasheet
"NIST compliance reporting supports risk management and regulatory adherence." Option C: Center for Internet Security (CIS)
Analysis: The CIS Controls and Benchmarks provide practical cybersecurity guidelines (e.g., CIS Controls v8, CIS Benchmarks for
OS hardening). While Palo Alto Networks supports CIS principles (e.g., via Best Practice Assessments), SCM Premium
documentation does not explicitly list a dedicated CIS Compliance Dashboard. CIS alignment is often manual or supplementary, not
a pre-built feature like PCI or NIST.
Evidence: No direct evidence in SCM Premium feature sets confirms CIS as a standard inclusion; it's more commonly referenced in
standalone tools like CIS-CAT or Expedition.
Conclusion: Not included in SCM Premium.
Reference: PAN-OS Administrator's Guide (11.1) - Best Practices
"CIS alignment is supported but not a native SCM Premium framework."
Option D: Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act (HIPAA)
Analysis: HIPAA governs protected health information (PHI) security in healthcare. While Strata NGFWs can enforce HIPAA-
compliant policies (e.g., encryption, access control), SCM Premium does not feature a dedicated HIPAA Compliance Dashboard.
HIPAA compliance is typically achieved through custom configurations and external audits, not a pre-configured SCM framework.
Evidence: Palo Alto Networks documentation lacks mention of HIPAA as a standard SCM Premium offering, unlike PCI and
NIST.
Conclusion: Not included in SCM Premium.
Reference: Strata Cloud Manager Documentation
"HIPAA compliance is supported via NGFW capabilities, not SCM Premium dashboards." Step 3: Why A and B Are Correct A
(PCI): Directly addresses a common Strata NGFW use case (payment security) with a tailored dashboard, reflecting SCM
Premium's focus on industry-specific compliance.
B (NIST): Provides a flexible, widely adopted framework for cybersecurity, integrated into SCM Premium for broad applicability
across sectors.
Exclusion of C and D: CIS and HIPAA, while relevant to NGFW deployments, lack dedicated, pre-built compliance reporting in
SCM Premium, making them supplementary rather than core inclusions.
Step 4: Verification Against SCM Premium Features
SCM Premium's compliance posture management explicitly lists PCI DSS and NIST (e.g., CSF, 800-53) as supported
frameworks, leveraging NGFW telemetry (e.g., Monitor > Logs > Traffic) and AIOps analytics.
This aligns with Palo Alto Networks' focus on high-demand regulations as of PAN-OS 11.1 and SCM updates through March 08,
2025.
Reference: Strata Cloud Manager Release Notes (March 2025)
"Premium version includes PCI DSS and NIST compliance dashboards for automated reporting." Conclusion The two compliance
frameworks included with the Premium version of Strata Cloud Manager are A.
Payment Card Industry (PCI) and B. National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST). These are verified by SCM
Premium's documented capabilities, ensuring Strata NGFW customers can meet regulatory requirements efficiently.

NEW QUESTION # 48 
A company plans to deploy identity for improved visibility and identity-based controls for least privilege access to applications and
data. The company does not have an on-premises Active Directory (AD) deployment, and devices are connected and managed by
using a combination of Entra ID and Jamf.
Which two supported sources for identity are appropriate for this environment? (Choose two.)

A. Cloud Identity Engine synchronized with Entra ID
B. Captive portal
C. GlobalProtect with an internal gateway deployment
D. User-ID agents configured for WMI client probing

Answer: A,C



Explanation:
In this scenario, the company does not use on-premises Active Directory and manages devices with Entra ID and Jamf, which
implies a cloud-native and modern management setup. Below is the evaluation of each option:
* Option A: Captive portal
* Captive portal is typically used in environments where identity mapping is needed for unmanaged devices or guest users. It
provides a mechanism for users to authenticate themselves through a web interface.
* However, in this case, the company is managing devices using Entra ID and Jamf, which means identity information can already be
centralized through other means. Captive portal is not an ideal solution here.
* This option is not appropriate.
* Option B: User-ID agents configured for WMI client probing
* WMI (Windows Management Instrumentation) client probing is a mechanism used to map IP addresses to usernames in a
Windows environment. This approach is specific to on-premises Active Directory deployments and requires direct communication
with Windows endpoints.
* Since the company does not have an on-premises AD and is using Entra ID and Jamf, this method is not applicable.
* This option is not appropriate.
* Option C: GlobalProtect with an internal gateway deployment
* GlobalProtect is Palo Alto Networks' VPN solution, which allows for secure remote access. It also supports identity-based
mapping when deployed with internal gateways.
* In this case, GlobalProtect with an internal gateway can serve as a mechanism to provide user and device visibility based on the
managed devices connecting through the gateway.
* This option is appropriate.
* Option D: Cloud Identity Engine synchronized with Entra ID
* The Cloud Identity Engine provides a cloud-based approach to synchronize identity information from identity providers like Entra
ID (formerly Azure AD).
* In a cloud-native environment with Entra ID and Jamf, the Cloud Identity Engine is a natural fit as it integrates seamlessly to
provide identity visibility for applicationsand data.
* This option is appropriate.
References:
* Palo Alto Networks documentation on Cloud Identity Engine
* GlobalProtect configuration and use cases in Palo Alto Knowledge Base

NEW QUESTION # 49 
Device-ID can be used in which three policies? (Choose three.)

A. Quality of Service (QoS)
B. Policy-based forwarding (PBF)
C. Decryption
D. Security
E. SD-WAN

Answer: A,C,D

Explanation:
The question asks about the policies where Device-ID, a feature of Palo Alto Networks NGFWs, can be applied. Device-ID
enables the firewall to identify and classify devices (e.g., IoT, endpoints) based on attributes like device type, OS, or behavior,
enhancing policy enforcement. Let's evaluate its use across the specified policy types.
Step 1: Understand Device-ID
Device-ID leverages the IoT Security subscription and integrates with the Strata Firewall to provide device visibility and control. It
uses data from sources like DHCP, HTTP headers, and machinelearning to identify devices and allows policies to reference device
objects (e.g., "IP Camera," "Medical Device"). This feature is available on PA-Series firewalls running PAN-OS 10.0 or later with
the appropriate license.

NEW QUESTION # 50 
An existing customer wants to expand their online business into physical stores for the first time. The customer requires NGFWs at
the physical store to handle SD-WAN, security, and data protection needs, while also mandating a vendor-validated deployment
method. Which two steps are valid actions for a systems engineer to take? (Choose two.)

A. Use Golden Images and Day 1 configuration to create a consistent baseline from which the customer can efficiently work.



B. Create a bespoke deployment plan with the customer that reviews their cloud architecture, store footprint, and security
requirements.
C. Recommend the customer purchase Palo Alto Networks or partner-provided professional services to meet the stated
requirements.
D. Use the reference architecture "On-Premises Network Security for the Branch Deployment Guide" to achieve a desired
architecture.

Answer: C,D

Explanation:
When an existing customer expands their online business into physical stores and requires Next-Generation Firewalls (NGFWs) at
those locations to handle SD-WAN, security, and data protection-while mandating a vendor-validated deployment method-a
systems engineer must leverage Palo Alto Networks' Strata Hardware Firewall capabilities and validated deployment strategies. The
Strata portfolio, particularly the PA- Series NGFWs, is designed to secure branch offices with integrated SD-WAN and robust
security features.
Below is a detailed explanation of why options A and D are the correct actions, grounded in Palo Alto Networks' documentation
and practices as of March 08, 2025.
Step 1: Recommend Professional Services (Option A)
The customer's requirement for a "vendor-validated deployment method" implies a need for expertise and assurance that the solution
meets their specific needs-SD-WAN, security, and data protection-across new physical stores. Palo Alto Networks offers
professional services, either directly or through certified partners, to ensure proper deployment of Strata Hardware Firewalls like the
PA-400 Series or PA-1400 Series, which are ideal for branch deployments. These services provide end-to-end support, from
planning to implementation, aligning with the customer's mandate for a validated approach.
* Professional Services Scope:Palo Alto Networks' professional services include architecture design, deployment, and optimization
for NGFWs and SD-WAN. This ensures that the PA-Series firewalls are configured to handle SD-WAN (e.g., dynamic path
selection), security (e.g., Threat Prevention with ML-powered inspection), and data protection (e.g., WildFire for malware analysis
and Data Loss Prevention integration).
* Vendor Validation:By recommending these services, the engineer ensures a deployment that adheres to Palo Alto Networks' best
practices, meeting the customer's requirement for a vendor-validated method. This is particularly critical for a customer new to
physical store deployments, as it mitigates risks and accelerates time-to-value.
* Strata Hardware Relevance:The PA-410, for example, is a desktop NGFW designed for small branch offices, offering SD-WAN
and Zero Trust security out of the box. Professional services ensure its correct integration into the customer's ecosystem.
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