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Snowflake Certified SnowPro Associate - Platform Certification Sample
Questions (Q205-Q210):
NEW QUESTION # 205 
You have a table named 'SALES DATA' in your Snowflake account. You want to create a clone of this table for testing purposes,
but you also want to mask certain columns containing sensitive customer information (e.g., email addresses, phone numbers) in the
cloned table. How can you achieve this with minimal impact on performance and storage?

A. Create a clone of 'SALES DATA' using 'CREATE TABLE TEST SALES DATA CLONE SALES DATA;' and then
manually update the sensitive columns with dummy data.
B. Create a clone of 'SALES DATA' using 'CREATE TABLE TEST SALES DATA CLONE SALES DATA;' and then
create masking policies on the sensitive columns in  ̀TEST SALES DATA'.
C. Export the data from 'SALES DATA' to cloud storage, apply masking to the sensitive columns during the export process,
and then import the masked data into a new table 'TEST SALES DATA'.
D. Create a view on top of 'SALES DATA' with masking logic for the sensitive columns, and then create a clone of the view
as 'TEST SALES DATA'.
E. Create a clone of 'SALES_DATX using 'CREATE TABLE CLONE SALES_DATA;' then create a task to periodically
apply masking to the sensitive data.

Answer: B

Explanation:
The most efficient way is to clone the table and then apply masking policies on the cloned table.
Masking policies ensure that data is masked dynamically without altering the underlying data in the original table. This approach
minimizes storage usage (due to zero-copy cloning) and performance impact (since masking policies are optimized by Snowflake).
Option A is manual and not scalable. Option C involves data export/import which is slower and consumes more resources. Cloning
the view doesn't clone underlying data, so it's not suitable for testing changes on data. Option E requires ongoing processing to apply
masking periodically.

NEW QUESTION # 206 
You are tasked with loading data from a series of CSV files stored in an Amazon S3 bucket into Snowflake. The CSV files contain
a header row, but some files have slight variations in the number and order of columns. You want to ensure that all relevant data is
loaded correctly, even if the column order differs, and that any extra columns are ignored. Which of the following approaches is the
MOST appropriate and efficient?

A. Create a VIEW on top of the external table to ensure that column names are consistent across all files.
Then load the data into view.
B. Define a single external table with a VARIANT column and use Snowflake's CSV parsing capabilities to load all files into
that column. Then, extract the relevant data using JSON path expressions.
C. Pre-process the CSV files to standardize the column order and names before loading them into Snowflake.
D. Create a single target table with all possible columns from all CSV files, using 'SKIP_HEADER = 1' and explicitly map the
columns in the 'COPY INTO' statement to the correct columns in the target table, using the 'FILE FORMAT option to
specify the correct field delimiter.
E. Create a separate external table for each CSV file with a different column structure.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Creating a single target table with all possible columns and explicitly mapping the columns in the
'COPY INTO' statement is the most appropriate. This approach handles variations in column order by explicitly mapping columns
from the CSV files to the target table. It is more performant than VARIANT, and doesn't require external preprocessing. Option A
is not scalable and difficult to maintain. Option B is suitable for schema evolution but is not recommended if schemas are already
known. Option D loading data into view, is not direct approach, and requires external table and COPY command need a table not
view to load. Option E pre-processing helps if data consistency is high priority, but adds complexity to workflow and is not part of
Snowflake functionalities.

NEW QUESTION # 207 
What is the purpose of the Public Schema in Snowflake? (Choose any 2 options)



A. Storing shared resources accessible by all users
B. Storing user-specific data
C. Schema to store Account level meta data
D. Providing a default schema for new objects

Answer: A,D

Explanation:
The Public schema is created by default within every Snowflake database and serves primarily as a shared workspace that is
accessible to all users who have the necessary privileges. One of its main roles is to act as adefault schemafor objects created
without explicitly specifying a schema name. This ensures usability and prevents object creation errors when users forget to define a
schema. Additionally, the Public schema is commonly used to storeshared or common resourcesthat multiple users or teams need to
access. However, it should not be used for sensitive or user-specific data because access can be broad. It does not store account-
level metadata; that information resides in INFORMATION_SCHEMA views or account-level metadata functions. Overall, the
Public schema acts as both a convenient default location and a shared-access area within a Snowflake database.

NEW QUESTION # 208 
You are using Snowflake to store sensor data, which comes in the form of JSON. Each JSON document contains fields like
`timestamp' , 'sensor_id' , and a variable number of readings stored within a JSON array called 'readings'. You need to query this
data to find the average of all
'readings' for a specific 'sensor _ id' for a given day. Which of the following approaches provides the MOST efficient query
performance, assuming the 'readings' array can contain a large number of values?

A. Use `LATERAL FLATTEN' to explode the `readings' array into rows and then calculate the average using the `AVG'
function.
B. Use a stored procedure to iterate through each JSON document and calculate the average.
C. Create a IJDF in Python to calculate the average directly from the JSON document.
D. Use the 'GET_PATH' function repeatedly within the query to extract each reading and then calculate the average.
E. Load the data into a relational table with a separate column for each potential reading, based on the maximum possible
number of readings.

Answer: A

Explanation:
'LATERAL FLATTEN' is the recommended approach for efficiently querying data stored in JSON arrays. Exploding the array into
rows allows you to leverage Snowflake's columnar architecture and aggregation functions for optimal performance. Option B is not
suitable for variable number of readings and results in wide tables with nulls, harming performance. Option C and D are inefficient
due to overhead of IJDF or Stored Procedure. Option E is less performant than Flatten because it requires multiple calls to GET
PATH and struggles when the number of elements is unknown.

NEW QUESTION # 209 
What is created in the Cloud Services layer of the Snowflake architecture?

A. Metadata
B. Virtual warehouses
C. Dashboards
D. Micro-partitions

Answer: A

Explanation:
The Cloud Services Layer is responsible for generating and managing metadata, including object definitions, table schemas, micro-
partition statistics, column-level profiles, access control information, and query optimization metadata. Metadata plays a central role
in Snowflake's performance and functionality because it informs pruning, query planning, and efficient execution.
Dashboards are created in Snowsight or external BI tools. Virtual warehouses belong to the Compute Layer, providing processing
resources. Micro-partitions are created in the Storage Layer, where Snowflake automatically organizes compressed columnar data
for efficient access.
Consequently, the Cloud Services Layer is where metadata-not data, not compute resources-is created and managed.
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