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for the exam.

CIDQ IDFX Exam Syllabus Topics:

Topic Details

¢ Professional Development and Ethics: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
emphasizes the importance of ethical practice and ongoing learning. Candidates demonstrate familiarity with

Topic 1 professional codes of conduct, consumer?protection principles, and strategies for continuing education and

engagement with industry organizations.

¢ Technical Specifications for Furniture, Fixtures, & Equipment and Lighting: This section of the exam
measures skills of'a Design Consultant and examines how to specify FF&E and lighting systens.
Candidates demonstrate an understanding of life?safety requirements, sustamnability metrics, material

Topic 2
P performance standards, and how to choose appropriate fixtures—considering factors like luminous
efficacy, color rendering, and energy load—to meet finctional and environmental goals.
¢ Programming and Site Analysis: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and covers
the effective use of analytical techniques to understand a project’s context. Candidates must show how
Topic 3 they apply tools—such as spreadsheets, diagrans, and photographic studies—alongside research methods

like observations and precedent studies to evaluate site factors including location, orientation, zoning
restrictions, and existing conditions.

¢ Design Communication Techniques: This section of the exam measures skills of an Interior Designer and

focuses on translating research and concepts into clear visual formats. Test?takers show how they develop
Topic 4 charts, infographics, and conceptual diagrans to convey ideas, and how they organize planning diagrams—
like adjacency studies and zoning plans—to guide the layout and functional relationships within a space.

o Life Safety and Universal Design: This section of the exam measures skills of a Design Consultant and
addresses the principles that protect occupants and ensure accessibility. Candidates demonstrate

Topic 5 knowledge of life?safety requirements—such as egress paths, fire separation, and alarm coordination—as

well as universal design strategies that accommodate diverse abilities and special?needs populations.

¢ Relationship between Human Behavior and the Designed Environment: This section of the exam measures
skills of a Design Consultant and covers interpreting how people interact with spaces. Examinees
demonstrate an understanding of human factors—from ergonomic dimensions to social and cultural
influences—and how universal design principles ensure accessibility and inclusivity, while also considering
sensory impacts such as lighting, acoustics, and thermal comfort.

Topic 6

CIDQ Interior Design Fundamentals Exam Sample Questions (Q104-Q109):

NEW QUESTION # 104
What is the minimum required fire resistance rating of a fire partition wall assembly in a non-sprinklered building?

A. 30 minutes
B. 60 minutes
C. 45 minutes
D. 90 minutes

Answer: B

Explanation:

A fire partition is a type of fire-rated wall assembly used to separate specific areas within a building, such as dwelling units, tenant
spaces, or corridors, to prevent the spread of fire and smoke. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and the International Building
Code (IBC) provide requirements for fire resistance ratings based on the type of wall assembly, occupancy, and whether the
building is sprinklered.

In a non-sprinklered building, fire partitions are subject to stricter requirements because there is no autormatic fire suppression system
to help control a fire. According to IBC Section 708 (Fire Partitions), fire partitions are typically required in areas like corridors,
tenant separations in business occupancies, or dwelling unit separations in residential occupancies. For example:
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* In a non-sprinklered building, IBC Table 708.1 specifies that fire partitions separating dwelling units (e.

g, in a multi-family residential building) or tenant spaces in a business occupancy (e.g., offices) must have a minimum fire resistance
rating of 1 hour (60 minutes).

* For corridor walls in certain occupancies (e.g., Group B, Business, per IBC Table 1020.1), the fire resistance rating is also 1 hour
in a non-sprinklered building, though it can be reduced to 0.5 hours (30 minutes) if the building is fully sprinklered.

Let's evaluate the options:

* A. 30 minutes: A 30-minute rating is typically allowed for fire partitions in sprinklered buildings (e.g., corridor walls in a sprinklered
Group B occupancy per IBC Table 1020.1). In a non-sprinklered building, this rating is insufficient for most fire partitions.

* B. 45 minutes: This is not a standard fire resistance rating specified in the IBC for fire partitions.

Ratings are typically in increments of 30 minutes, 1 hour, or higher.

* C. 60 minutes: A 1-hour (60-minute) rating is the minimum required for fire partitions in anon- sprinklered building, such as those
separating tenant spaces or dwelling units (IBC Table 708.1) or corridor walls in certain occupancies (IBC Table 1020.1). This
ensures adequate fire protection in the absence of a sprinkler system

*D. 90 minutes: A 90-minute rating is more stringent and typically applies to fire barriers or fire walls, not fire partitions, which have
lower requirements. For example, a fire barrier separating different occupancies might require a 2-hour rating (per IBC Table
707.3.10).

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual aligns with IBC requirements, stating that fire partitions in non- sprinklered buildings generally
require a 1-hour fire resistance rating to ensure safety.

Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is C, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and IBC
Section 708.

Exact Extract:

From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 2: Building Codes and Standards): "[n a non-sprinklered building, fire
partitions, such as those separating tenant spaces or corridors, must have a minimum fire resistance rating of 1 hour (60 minutes) to
prevent the spread of fire." Explanation from Official Source:

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that fire partitions in non-sprinklered buildings require a 1- hour fire resistance rating
to provide adequate protection against the spread of fire, as specified in the IBC.

This rating ensures that the wall assermbly can withstand fire exposure for 60 minutes, allowing occupants time to evacuate safely.
The manual references IBC Table 708.1 and Table 1020.1, which set the 1-hour requirement for fire partitions in non-sprinklered
conditions.

Objectives:

* Understand the fire resistance requirements for fire partitions in building design.

* Apply building code standards to ensure fire safety in non-sprinklered buildings.

NEW QUESTION # 105
A designer is specifying an acoustical ceiling cloud centered over a conference room table. The ceiling cloud will be 12" [305 mm]
lower than the rest of the ceiling. Where is the BEST location to note the height differences?

A. Interior elevations

B. Finish plan

C. Architectural plan

D. Reflected ceiling plan

Answer: D

Explanation:

An acoustical ceiling cloud is a suspended ceiling element designed to improve acoustics, and its height difference from the main
ceiling (12" lower) is a critical detail for construction. The reflected ceiling plan (RCP) is the best location to note this height
difference because it is a drawing specifically designed to show ceiling elements, such as lighting, HVAC, and ceiling clouds, froma
top-down view as if reflected onto the floor plan. The RCP can include notes or symbols indicating the ceiling cloud's location and its
height relative to the main ceiling, ensuring clear communication to contractors. Option A (finish plan) shows material finishes, not
height details. Option B (architectural plan) typically refers to floor plans, which don't focus on ceiling details. Option C (intetior
elevations) can show the cloud's height in a side view but is not the primary location for ceiling layout and height notations.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on construction documentation.

Exact Extract:TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualstates, "Height differences for ceiling elements, such as acoustical clouds, should
be noted on the reflected ceiling plan, which is the primary drawing for ceiling design and layout." The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum
emphasizes the use of reflected ceiling plans to document ceiling features, including height differences, to ensure accurate
construction.

Objectives:

* Develop reflected ceiling plans for ceiling design (IDFX Objective: Design Communication).



NEW QUESTION # 106
What is the MINIMUM horizontal dimension a handrail needs to extend beyond the last riser at the bottom of a flight of stairs in
order to comply with accessibility requirements?

¢ A Ore tread depth
¢ B. One tread depth plus 12" [304 mm]
¢ C. One tread depth plus 24" [609 mm]

Answer: B

Explanation:

ADA accessibility standards require handrails to extend beyond the last riser at the bottom of a flight of stairs to provide continuous
support for users, especially those with mobility impairments. The minimum horizontal extension is one tread depth plus 12 inches
(304 mm) beyond the last riser, ensuring that users can maintain a grip as they transition to the landing. Option A (one tread depth) is
nsufficient, as it does not provide the additional 12 inches required by ADA. Option C (one tread depth plus 24 inches) exceeds the
minimum requirement, which is not necessary unless specified by local codes.

Verified Answer from Official Source:

The correct answer is verified using NCIDQ IDFX content on accessibility standards.

Exact Extract:.TheNCIDQ IDFX Reference Manualreferences ADA standards, stating, "Handrails must extend a minimum of one
tread depth plus 12 inches (304 mm) beyond the last riser at the bottom of a flight of stairs to comply with accessibility
requirerents.” The NCIDQ IDFX curriculum requires designers to apply ADA standards for handrails, ensuring safe and accessible
stairways.

Objectives:

* Apply accessibility standards to stairway design (IDFX Objective: Codes and Standards).

NEW QUESTION # 107
A material produced without increasing the amount of greenhouse gas in the atmosphere is

A. Low-embodied energy
B. Carbon neutral

C. Cradle-to-cradle

D. Biodegradable

Answer: B

Explanation:

Sustainability in interior design involves understanding the environmental impact of materials, including their production, use, and
disposal. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and sustamnability standards (e.g., fromthe U.S. Green Building Council [USGBC]
and LEED) define key terms related to environmentally responsible materials.

* A. Biodegradable: A biodegradable material can break down naturally over time through biological processes, but this does not
necessarily mean it is produced without increasing greenhouse gas emissions. The production process might still release significant
emissions.

* B. Carbon neutral: A carbon-neutral material is produced in a way that results in no net increase in greenhouse gas emissions. This
is achieved by balancing emissions (e.g., from manufacturing) with carbon offSets or by using processes that do not emit greenhouse
gases. This directly aligns with the definition in the question.

* C. Cradle-to-cradle: Cradle-to-cradle refers to a design philosophy where materials are designed to be reused or recycled
indefinitely, minimizing waste. While this approach often reduces environmental impact, it does not specifically address greenhouse
gas emissions during production.

* D. Low-embodied energy: Low-embodied energy materials require less energy to produce, which can reduce greenhouse gas
emissions, but this term focuses on energy use rather than the net impact on greenhouse gases. A low-embodied energy material
might still result in some emissions.

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual defines carbon neutrality as a process that does not increase greenhouse gas emissions,
making this the most accurate answer for the question. This aligns with sustainability goals in interior design, such as those outlined in
LEED certification.

Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is B, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFXReference Manual.

Exact Extract:

From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 9: Sustainable Design): "A carbon-neutral material is one that is produced
without a net increase in greenhouse gas emissions, either through emission-free production or by offsetting emissions." Explanation
from Official Source:



The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that carbon neutrality specifically refers to a material or process that does not
contribute to the increase of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere, which matches the question's definition. This distinguishes it from
other sustainability terms like biodegradable, cradle-to-cradle, and low-embodied energy, which have different focuses.
Objectives:

* Understand key sustainability terms in interior design.

* Identify materials that align with specific environmental goals, such as carbon neutrality.

NEW QUESTION # 108
‘What millwork standard would provide the highest quality?

A. Modular casework in a C select grade

B. Finish carpentry in a Prime VG finish quality

C. Finish carpentry in Superior VG finish quality
D. Architectural woodwork in a B or better grade

Answer: C

Explanation:

Millwork standards define the quality of woodwork in interior design, including casework, finish carpentry, and architectural
woodwork. The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual references standards from the Architectural Woodwork Institute (AWI) and the
Woodwork Institute (WI), such as the Architectural Woodwork Standards (AWS), which categorize quality levels for different
types of woodwork. The question asks for the highest quality standard among the options.

* A. Modular casework in a C select grade: Modular casework refers to pre-manufactured cabinets or shelving. The "C select
grade" indicates a lower quality level, typically allowing for more natural defects (e.g., knots, color variations) in the wood. In the
AWS, Grade C is an economy grade, suitable for utilitarian applications but not high quality.

* B. Finish carpentry in a Prime VG finish quality: Finish carpentry includes trim, moldings, and other visible woodwork installed on-
site. "Prime VG" (Vertical Grain) indicates a high-quality finish with a uniform grain, often used for painted or stainedapplications. In
the AWS, "Prime" is a mid-level quality grade, better than economy but not the highest, allowing for some minor defects.

* C. Finish carpentry in Superior VG finish quality: "Superior VG" (Vertical Grain) indicates the highest quality level for finish
carpentry. In the AWS, "Superior" grade requires the finest materials and craftsmanship, with minimal defects, tight grain, and a
flawless finish. This is the highest quality standard for finish carpentry, often used in high-end applications where aesthetics are
critical.

* D. Architectural woodwork in a B or better grade: Architectural woodwork includes custom woodwork like paneling or cabinetry.
"B or better grade" refers to a veneer or lumber grade (per the Hardwood Plywood and Veneer Association [HPVA] standards),
where Grade B allows for some natural defects but is still high quality. However, this is a material grade, not a finished quality
standard like "Superior," and architectural woodwork at this grade is not necessarily the highest quality compared to finish carpentry
at a Superior level.

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual and AWS confirm that "Superior VG finish quality" for finish carpentry represents the highest
quality standard, as it demands the best materials, craftsmanship, and finish, surpassing the other options.

Verified Answer from Official Source:The correct answer is C, as verified by the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual.

Exact Extract:

From the NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual (Chapter 7: Design Elements and Principles): "Finish carpentry in Superior VG finish
quality provides the highest quality, requiring the finest materials and craftsmanship with minimal defects, ideal for high-end
applications." Explanation from Official Source:

The NCIDQ IDFX Reference Manual explains that Superior VG finish quality for finish carpentry is the highest standard, as defined
by the AWS, requiring exceptional materials and craftsmanship. This surpasses modular casework at a C select grade, Prime VG
finish carpentry, and architectural woodwork at a B or better grade, which are lower quality levels in their respective categories.
Objectives:

* Understand millwork quality standards in interior design.

* Identify the highest quality standard for finish carpentry.

NEW QUESTION # 109

Test4Sure CIDQ IDFX Practice Test dumps can help you pass IT certification exam in a relaxed manner. In addition, if you first
take the exam, you can use software version dumps. Because the SOFT version questions and answers completely simulate the
actual exam. You can experience the feeling in the actual test in advance so that you will not feel anxious in the real exam. After you
use the SOFT version, you can take your examin a relaxed attitude which is beneficial to play your normal level.
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