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To provide our users with the Databricks Certified Associate Developer for Apache Spark 3.5 - Python (Associate-Developer-
Apache-Spark-3.5) latest questions based on the sections of the actual exam quesions, we regularly update our Associate-
Developer-Apache-Spark-3.5 study material. Also, SurePassExams provides free updates of Databricks Associate-Developer-
Apache-Spark-3.5 Exam Questions for up to 365 days. For customers who don't crack the Databricks Associate-Developer-
Apache-Spark-3.5 test after using our product, SurePassExams will provides them a refund guarantee according to terms and
conditions.

Databricks Certified Associate Developer for Apache Spark 3.5 - Python
Sample Questions (Q130-Q135):
NEW QUESTION # 130 
20 of 55.
What is the difference between df.cache() and df.persist() in Spark DataFrame?

A. Both functions perform the same operation. The persist() function provides improved performance as its default storage
level is DISK_ONLY.
B. persist() - Persists the DataFrame with the default storage level (MEMORY_AND_DISK_DESER), and cache() - Can
be used to set different storage levels.
C. Both cache() and persist() can be used to set the default storage level (MEMORY_AND_DISK_DESER).
D. cache() - Persists the DataFrame with the default storage level (MEMORY_AND_DISK_DESER), and persist() - Can
be used to set different storage levels to persist the contents of the DataFrame.

Answer: D

Explanation:
Both cache() and persist() are Spark DataFrame storage operations that store computed results in memory (and optionally on disk)
to speed up subsequent actions on the same DataFrame.
Key difference:
cache() is a shorthand for persist(StorageLevel.MEMORY_AND_DISK).
persist() allows specifying different storage levels, such as MEMORY_ONLY, DISK_ONLY, or MEMORY_AND_DISK_SER.
Example:
df.cache() # Uses MEMORY_AND_DISK by default
df.persist(StorageLevel.MEMORY_ONLY) # Custom storage level
Both trigger caching upon an action (e.g., count(), collect()).
Why the other options are incorrect:
A: persist() default is not DISK_ONLY; default storage level is MEMORY_AND_DISK.
B/C: cache() cannot set arbitrary levels; only persist() can.
Reference:
PySpark API Reference - DataFrame.cache() and DataFrame.persist().
Databricks Exam Guide (June 2025): Section "Developing Apache Spark DataFrame/DataSet API Applications" - caching,
persistence, and storage levels.

NEW QUESTION # 131 
A data engineer wants to write a Spark job that creates a new managed table. If the table already exists, the job should fail and not
modify anything.
Which save mode and method should be used?

A. save with mode ErrorIfExists
B. saveAsTable with mode Overwrite
C. saveAsTable with mode ErrorIfExists
D. save with mode Ignore

Answer: C

Explanation:
The method saveAsTable() creates a new table and optionally fails if the table exists.
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From Spark documentation:
"The mode 'ErrorIfExists' (default) will throw an error if the table already exists." Thus:
Option A is correct.
Option B (Overwrite) would overwrite existing data - not acceptable here.
Option C and D use save(), which doesn't create a managed table with metadata in the metastore.
Final answer: A

NEW QUESTION # 132 
33 of 55.
The data engineering team created a pipeline that extracts data from a transaction system.
The transaction system stores timestamps in UTC, and the data engineers must now transform the transaction_datetime field to the
"America/New_York" timezone for reporting.
Which code should be used to convert the timestamp to the target timezone?

A. raw.withColumn("transaction_datetime", convert_timezone(col("transaction_datetime"), "America/New_York"))
B. raw.withColumn("transaction_datetime", from_utc_timestamp(col("transaction_datetime"), "America/New_York"))
C. raw.withColumn("transaction_datetime", date_format(col("transaction_datetime"), "America/New_York"))
D. raw.withColumn("transaction_datetime", to_utc_timestamp(col("transaction_datetime"), "America/New_York"))

Answer: B

Explanation:
In Spark SQL, to convert a UTC timestamp to another timezone, you use the function from_utc_timestamp().
Correct syntax:
from pyspark.sql.functions import from_utc_timestamp, col
df_converted = raw.withColumn(
"transaction_datetime",
from_utc_timestamp(col("transaction_datetime"), "America/New_York")
)
This adjusts the UTC time into the specified timezone using Spark's timezone database.
Why the other options are incorrect:
B: to_utc_timestamp() converts local time to UTC, not the other way around.
C: date_format() formats timestamps as strings but doesn't adjust timezones.
D: convert_timezone() is not a valid Spark SQL function.
Reference:
Spark SQL Functions - from_utc_timestamp() and to_utc_timestamp().
Databricks Exam Guide (June 2025): Section "Using Spark SQL" - working with timestamps and timezone conversions.

NEW QUESTION # 133 
A Spark DataFramedfis cached using theMEMORY_AND_DISKstorage level, but the DataFrame is too large to fit entirely in
memory.
What is the likely behavior when Spark runs out of memory to store the DataFrame?

A. Spark duplicates the DataFrame in both memory and disk. If it doesn't fit in memory, the DataFrame is stored and
retrieved from the disk entirely.
B. Spark will store as much data as possible in memory and spill the rest to disk when memory is full, continuing processing
with performance overhead.
C. Spark splits the DataFrame evenly between memory and disk, ensuring balanced storage utilization.
D. Spark stores the frequently accessed rows in memory and less frequently accessed rows on disk, utilizing both resources
to offer balanced performance.

Answer: B

Explanation:
Comprehensive and Detailed Explanation From Exact Extract:
When using theMEMORY_AND_DISKstorage level, Spark attempts to cache as much of the DataFrame in memory as possible.
If the DataFrame does not fit entirely in memory, Spark will store the remaining partitions on disk. This allows processing to
continue, albeit with a performance overhead due to disk I/O.
As per the Spark documentation:



"MEMORY_AND_DISK: It stores partitions that do not fit in memory on disk and keeps the rest in memory.
This can be useful when working with datasets that are larger than the available memory."
- Perficient Blogs: Spark - StorageLevel
This behavior ensures that Spark can handle datasets larger than the available memory by spilling excess data to disk, thus
preventing job failures due to memory constraints.

NEW QUESTION # 134 
Which feature of Spark Connect is considered when designing an application to enable remote interaction with the Spark cluster?

A. It is primarily used for data ingestion into Spark from external sources
B. It allows for remote execution of Spark jobs
C. It can be used to interact with any remote cluster using the REST API
D. It provides a way to run Spark applications remotely in any programming language

Answer: B

Explanation:
Spark Connect introduces a decoupled client-server architecture. Its key feature is enabling Spark job submission and execution
from remote clients - in Python, Java, etc.
From Databricks documentation:
"Spark Connect allows remote clients to connect to a Spark cluster and execute Spark jobs without being co-located with the
Spark driver." A is close, but "any language" is overstated (currently supports Python, Java, etc., not literally all).
B refers to REST, which is not Spark Connect's mechanism.
D is incorrect; Spark Connect isn't focused on ingestion.
Final answer: C

NEW QUESTION # 135
......
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