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CIPS Managing Teams and Individuals Sample Questions (Q35-Q40):
NEW QUESTION # 35 
What is meant by 'alienation' at work? (5 points). Describe 5 factors which can cause this (20 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Definition (5 points):
Alienation at work refers to a state where employees feel disconnected, powerless, or estranged from their job, their colleagues, or
the organisation. The concept, linked to Karl Marx's theory, highlights situations where workers feel that they have little control, little
purpose, and no personal fulfilment in their role. Alienation often leads to low motivation, disengagement, and reduced productivity.
Five Factors that Cause Alienation (20 points):
Repetitive and monotonous work - Jobs that involve the same routine tasks every day can make employees feel like "cogs in a
machine." For example, a procurement clerk only processing invoices with no involvement in decision-making may quickly feel
alienated.
Lack of autonomy - When employees have no control over how they do their work, they feel powerless. In procurement, if buyers
must follow rigid procedures without input into strategy, they may feel disengaged.
Poor leadership and communication - Alienation grows when managers fail to involve employees, communicate decisions, or provide
feedback. Staff may feel undervalued and excluded from organisational goals.
Weak connection to organisational purpose - If employees cannot see how their work contributes to wider goals or society, they
may feel their role lacks meaning. For instance, working in a cost-cutting environment without recognition of social value or
sustainability can reduce motivation.
Lack of recognition or development opportunities - When employees feel their contributions are ignored, or they see no path for
growth, they disengage. In procurement, failing to recognise successful negotiations or not offering training can create a sense of
alienation.
Conclusion:
Alienation occurs when employees feel disconnected from their work, leading to low morale and performance. It can be caused by
repetitive tasks, lack of autonomy, poor leadership, absence of purpose, and lack of recognition. For managers, reducing alienation
means creating meaningful work, involving employees in decisions, and supporting development, which leads to higher engagement
and productivity in procurement and supply functions.

NEW QUESTION # 36 
Discuss 3 main sources of conflict that may arise within a group (15 points). What positive and negative outcomes may arise from
conflict? (10 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Part A - Sources of Conflict (15 points):
Conflict is natural in groups and arises when individuals or teams have incompatible goals, interests, or behaviours. Three common
sources are:
Task-based conflict - This occurs when members disagree about the content of the work, objectives, or methods. For example, in a
procurement team, conflict may arise over whether to prioritise cost savings or sustainability in supplier selection.
Relationship conflict - This stems from personality clashes, communication breakdowns, or differences in working styles. For
instance, an extroverted negotiator may clash with an introverted analyst who prefers data-driven approaches.
Resource conflict - Groups often compete for limited resources such as time, budget, or staff. In procurement, this could occur if
multiple project teams require the same supplier's resources or internal budgets.
Part B - Outcomes of Conflict (10 points):
Positive outcomes:
Can lead to creativity and innovation as different perspectives are debated.
Encourages problem-solving and improvement of processes.
Strengthens understanding when conflicts are resolved constructively.
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Negative outcomes:
May reduce morale and trust if personal attacks or unresolved tension occur.
Can delay projects, damage productivity, and harm relationships with stakeholders or suppliers.
Creates stress and alienation, leading to higher turnover if prolonged.
In procurement, positive conflict may lead to innovative supplier solutions, while negative conflict may damage supplier negotiations
or internal collaboration.
Conclusion:
The three main sources of conflict are task, relationship, and resource issues. Conflict is not always harmful - it can drive
improvement and creativity if managed well, but if left unresolved, it can damage morale, performance, and stakeholder relationships.
Managers must therefore encourage constructive conflict while minimising destructive forms.

NEW QUESTION # 37 
Buttons Ltd is a clothing manufacturer. It began as a very small enterprise but over the last 3 years it has grown and has become
very successful. The company has decided it needs a dedicated procurement and supply chain function to help source materials for
its clothing. Describe the scope of the procurement and supply chain function (10 points) and explain what knowledge, behaviours
and skills will be required by those recruited to work in the department (15 points).

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Part A - Scope of Procurement and Supply Chain (10 points):
The scope of procurement and supply chain at Buttons Ltd will cover all activities involved in sourcing, purchasing, and managing the
flow of materials needed for clothing production.
This includes sourcing raw materials such as fabrics, zips, and buttons from reliable suppliers, ensuring cost efficiency and quality. It
also covers supplier selection and management, including contract negotiation and supplier relationship management. The function
will ensure compliance with ethical and sustainable sourcing standards, which are increasingly important in the fashion industry.
The supply chain scope also involves logistics and inventory management, ensuring that materials are delivered on time to support
production schedules and that stock levels are optimised to avoid delays or overstocking. Additionally, procurement must manage
risk and continuity of supply, identifying alternative sources in case of disruptions. Finally, procurement contributes to strategic
decisions by aligning sourcing activities with company objectives such as cost reduction, sustainability, and innovation.
Part B - Knowledge, Behaviours and Skills Required (15 points):
Knowledge:
Understanding of sourcing and supply chain processes (tenders, contracts, logistics).
Knowledge of ethical and sustainable procurement, ensuring materials are responsibly sourced.
Awareness of fashion industry requirements such as lead times, quality standards, and supplier markets.
Behaviours:
Professional integrity and ethics, ensuring fair treatment of suppliers and compliance with standards.
Collaboration and teamwork, working across departments (design, finance, production).
Adaptability and resilience, since the clothing industry faces rapid changes in demand and supply risks.
Skills:
Negotiation skills to secure best value while maintaining supplier relationships.
Analytical skills to assess supplier performance, costs, and risks.
Communication skills to liaise with suppliers and internal stakeholders effectively.
Problem-solving skills to manage supply chain disruptions and ensure continuity.
For example, a procurement professional at Buttons Ltd might need to negotiate fabric supply contracts while ensuring the supplier
meets sustainability standards and delivers within tight production deadlines.
Conclusion:
The procurement and supply chain function at Buttons Ltd will be responsible for sourcing, supplier management, logistics, and risk
management, supporting the company's growth and competitiveness. To succeed, staff must demonstrate strong knowledge of
procurement processes, ethical behaviours, and key skills such as negotiation, analysis, and communication. Together, these ensure
the function delivers value and supports the company's long-term goals.

NEW QUESTION # 38 
Describe 5 characteristics of a role that would make it intrinsically motivating to a potential employee. (25 points).

Answer:



Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
Intrinsic motivation comes from within the individual and relates to personal satisfaction, growth, and achievement, rather than
external rewards such as pay. The Job Characteristics Model (Hackman and Oldham) identifies several features of a role that can
make it intrinsically motivating.
The first is Skill Variety. A role that allows employees to use a range of skills and abilities prevents boredom and makes the job
more stimulating. For example, a procurement professional who undertakes supplier negotiations, contract management, and market
analysis will find their role more engaging than one limited to routine administration.
The second is Task Identity. This means being able to complete a whole piece of work from start to finish. Employees are more
motivated when they can see a clear outcome. In procurement, this could be managing a sourcing project end-to-end, from supplier
selection through to contract award.
Thirdly, Task Significance adds motivation by making employees aware of the impact of their work on others. If individuals see that
their role contributes to organisational goals or wider society, they gain intrinsic satisfaction. For example, a buyer working on
sustainable sourcing projects may feel motivated by contributing to environmental and ethical improvements.
The fourth is Autonomy. When employees have control over how they perform their work, they feel trusted and empowered. In
procurement, this could mean giving staff flexibility in how they manage supplier relationships or structure negotiations, rather than
micro-managing every step.
Finally, Feedback is a key factor. Employees are motivated when they receive clear information on their performance, either from
managers, colleagues, or the work itself. For example, a procurement professional who gets recognition for achieving cost savings or
reducing supplier risks will feel intrinsically rewarded.
In summary, roles that offer skill variety, task identity, task significance, autonomy, and feedback are more likely to be intrinsically
motivating. For managers, designing jobs with these characteristics is essential for creating engaged and high-performing teams,
particularly in procurement where complex, meaningful, and responsible work opportunities can drive motivation.

NEW QUESTION # 39 
What is a 'psychological contract'? (5 points). Discuss the factors that can influence this and how an employer can protect the
psychological contract from being broken (15 points)

Answer:

Explanation:
See the Explanation for Detailed Answer
Explanation:
A psychological contract refers to the unwritten and informal expectations that exist between employer and employee, beyond the
formal employment contract. It is built on perceptions of fairness, trust, and mutual obligation. For example, an employee may expect
career development, recognition and fair treatment, while the employer expects loyalty, commitment, and discretionary effort. Unlike
a legal contract, it is subjective, evolving, and deeply influenced by organisational culture and management behaviour.
Several factors influence the strength of the psychological contract. Leadership style is crucial: a participative, empowering approach
helps employees feel valued, while autocratic or inconsistent leadership weakens trust. Organisational culture also plays a role; a
supportive, ethical culture creates fairness, whereas a toxic or discriminatory environment erodes confidence. Communication is
another factor - transparent and honest messages during performance reviews or organisational change maintain alignment of
expectations, whereas misinformation or silence damages the relationship. Reward and recognition are key, since inconsistencies in
promotion or pay may create perceptions of unfairness. Work-life balance and flexibility also matter, particularly in modern hybrid
workplaces. Finally, opportunities for development such as training, mentoring, or exposure to new projects sustain the sense of
reciprocal value between employer and employee.
Employers can take several steps to protect the psychological contract from being broken. Firstly, clear communication of job roles,
objectives and expectations reduces misunderstandings. Fair and consistent treatment across employees ensures equality and avoids
resentment. Involving employees in decision-making through surveys or consultation gives them a voice and strengthens commitment.
Employers should also invest in people through coaching, mentoring and career development pathways, demonstrating a long-term
interest in their growth. Recognition of achievement, both financial and non-financial, reinforces the sense of value. When
organisational changes occur, managers should follow good change management practice, such as Lewin's three-step model or
Kotter's stages, to ensure transparency and inclusion. Finally, ethical and values-driven leadership is vital, as trust is easily broken if
managers behave dishonestly or fail to live up to organisational values.
For example, in a procurement setting, if a buyer is promised involvement in international supplier negotiations but never receives the
opportunity, the psychological contract is broken, potentially leading to disengagement or resignation. Employers can prevent this by
giving realistic job previews, following through on commitments, and offering development opportunities aligned to employees'
expectations.
In conclusion, the psychological contract is a powerful but fragile element of the employment relationship. It is influenced by
leadership, culture, communication, rewards, and development opportunities. By maintaining fairness, clarity, recognition, and open



dialogue, employers can protect and strengthen this contract, leading to higher engagement, motivation and retention of talent.

NEW QUESTION # 40
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